Older Children
Star Wars Saga
Parent/Teen Movie Chat
Best Use  

As a movie night and discussion for parents with their teens 

Nutritional Value  

Meaningful dialogue about the struggle between good and evil
Advance Preparation
· Rent or purchase any of the Star Wars movies (ratings PG & PG-13).
· Like most films, this movie includes some inappropriate language and science-fiction violence.  (You might consider buying a service like clearplay.com that edits out language and offensive scenes or preview the movie details on pluggedin.com or dove.org.)  

· Pop some popcorn and have the discussion guide on the reverse side ready.   

Set It Up

Be up front with your teen, explaining that you want to watch the film to discuss its themes from a Christian perspective.  Try not to use this occasion as much to teach, but more to establish positive family time and positive habits of thinking through and processing outside influences together through spiritual lenses.  Just discussing the themes can strengthen your relationship and stretch critical thinking skills.

Film Synopsis
“A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away….”  The opening line sets the stage perfectly for the Star Wars movies.  These fictional movies take us on a journey where characters learn to use the Force, an all-inhabiting essence that can be harnessed for good or used for evil. Jedi warriors are in constant struggle against the dark side who desire to use the Force to enslave and control the many galaxies. The names of entities battling for power may change throughout the saga, but the struggle between good and evil is constant.  

DISCUSS:  

1. QUESTION:  Which character do you relate to the most?  Why?  Are there specific characteristics you want or relate to?  
Think about it - Read II Timothy 1:7 & John 15:13.  Courage in the face of danger honors God and reflects His nature rather than fearful self-preservation. 
2. QUESTION:  At different times, characters in the movies are tempted to go to the dark side (particularly Anakin, Luke & Kylo Ren). Luke eventually (Episode VI) has to fight what he believes might be his genetic heritage…the temptation to want power like his father.  He knows the force is strong in him and for a moment, he’s not sure whether he has the power of light or darkness inside.  What do you think makes him overcome temptation?  Do you relate to this?
Think about it – I Cor. 10:13.  Temptations are real for us too.  Thankfully God has a plan for us when we are tempted.
3. QUESTION:  Training is a big part of becoming a skilled Jedi. Each Jedi encountered in the series begins with basic training.  Through a disciplined and focused training regimen, the Jedi learn to harness the power of the force and use the power to move and work in much larger ways.  Is the training they face easy?  Is there a reason to endure the hardships of the training?  Where could this type of training relate to us in our walk to be more like Jesus? (i.e. knowing how to use the Word to resist temptations – Mt. 4:1-11)
Think about it – I Cor. 9:24-27.  Becoming an expert at something (anything) takes time and focused effort.
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