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During last year’s Mission 
Emphasis Sunday, we focused 
on how each individual’s time, 
contributions, and prayers are 

significant and important in 
making our collective outreach 

missions so successful. 
Our theme was ‘The Power 

of One.’ Thanks to each 
one’s individual effort and 

generosity, we funded eleven 
missionary families in five 

countries and at least six other 
programs in the mission field. 

This year, we discovered even more opportunities to expand 
our service. Supporting these new works will require a 
substantial increase in both member participation and 
monetary contributions. This year your Mission Committee 
is asking all of us to join them in taking ‘A Leap of Faith.’ 

If you have never experienced mission work, consider 
volunteering this year. Working in the mission field will bring 
a whole new appreciation of and for the lives and futures 
of people who need to know Christ Jesus. I have seen first-
hand how orphans in Ukraine are encouraged by visits 
from Christians. I have seen the excited faces of children in 
Rwanda, Ukraine, and Mexico as they listen to missionaries 
telling them how much God loves them. Many small seeds 
are being scattered.

No contribution is too small. God can use a small seed to 
grow a large tree. God can use five loaves and two fish to 
feed 5,000 families. God can use you and me to do great 
things for His kingdom. Your shepherds invite everyone to 
consider each mission explained in this booklet, pray for 
each one, and then determine how you can best support 
the mission God has set before us in Matthew 28:19. 
Sometimes faith requires us to take a leap, trusting that 
God will use us as we endeavor to “Go and make disciples 
of all nations…”

May God bless us all.

For the Shepherds,

Dennis Cherry

FROM THE SHEPHERDS
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MEXICO
1 Reyes & Chanita Medina, Colonia 89, Ensenada

2 Daniel & Melinda Martinez, Colonia 89, Ensenada

3 Liberato & Elodia Ovalle, Baja Bible Inst., Ensenada

4 Roberto & Betty Zepeda, ILEB, Toluca

5 Raul & Kim Solis, ILEB, Toluca

6 Arturo & Monica Aguilar, ILEB, Cholula

7 Jorge & Latisha Seranno, Nueva Esperanza, Oaxaca
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8 Emmaus House, Cap Haitien
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10 Marty & Louise Koonce, Africa Transformation Network (ATN), Kigali
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11 Alex Rodichev, Soborna Church of Christ, Dnipro
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BIODUN OWOLABI
Director and President, West Nigeria Christian College & School of 
Biblical Studies (WNCC)
Abeokuta, Nigeria 

WNCC prepares men and women for ministry, and presently offers diplomas in 
Biblical Studies and Christian Ministry. We are working to soon offer affiliated 
degrees with the University of Ibadan so that WNCC can offer accredited degrees 
on its 20th anniversary in 2019.

centers in Benin City and Lagos through distant 
learning modules. Our subscription to American 
Theological Library Serials (ATLA), which 
provides access to about 390 online academic 
journals and resources, greatly enriched learning 
and increased our capacity as a college.

One of the crowing achievements of WNCC was 
the establishment of the International Christian 
Academy (ICA). The academy is approved for 
junior and secondary schools by Ogun State 
Ministry of Education Science and Technology 
and will secure the future of WNCC. The project 
was a leap of faith when it was started, with 
no assurance of acceptance and survival. It has 
been a great success, and the 2016-2017 school 
year started on September 19 on its seven-acre 
permanent site with sixty students.

WNCC is founded on integrity, teamwork, 
excellence, discipline, and accountability and 
our entire student body prays together in pairs 
every day to help each other grow in these five 
Godly qualities!

Email: abiodunowolabi@yahoo.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/biodun.owolabi.7

The West Nigeria Christian College and School 
of Biblical Studies is the result of a collaborative 
effort between a group of Christian 
businessmen, educators, and ministers residing 
in West Nigeria. All of these people are faithful 
members of the Church of Christ in Nigeria, 
and the African Christian Schools Foundation 
(ACSF) in the USA. Since inception in 1999, we 
have graduated 367 students. Our graduates 
are serving throughout Nigeria and other West 
African countries, like Benin Republic, Ghana 
and Liberia.

Bentonville has been a blessing to WNCC since 
its inception through their support for James 
and Ileta Beckloff as our pioneer resident 
missionary couple. Similarly, Bentonville 
supports me to serve as the Director and now 
President of the College. The church has also 
provided scholarships for students to study the 
word of God.

We are proud of the Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) facilities 
and program which was made available to our 
students this year. The ICT center also enables 
us to reach out to students in our outreach 
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MARTY & LOUISE KOONCE
Africa Transformation Network (ATN)
Kigali, Rwanda

ATN is a faith based organization which has gained permission to work in the 
country of Rwanda by offering much needed services to the Rwandan people. 
We have gained opportunities to share the gospel with the people we work with. I 
work primarily in the area of Sports Development, leading the Rwandan Taekwondo 
Federation. I also serve as the Executive Director of the National Olympic and 
Sports Committee. Our family is involved in discipleship training among the athletes 
I work with and the house churches we are a part of.

I believe our greatest leap of faith was our 
decision to leave the USA in 1997 and pursue 
missions in Africa. We had some interest in 
missions, but had never considered leaving jobs 
and the comfort of the USA, and joining a team 
we barely knew. Going to a country where we 
didn’t know the language and taking our two 
young sons was our first leap of faith, but it was 
not to be our last. 

Our dream is that in the next three years, the 
work in Rwanda will become self-sufficient. We 
are praying that all the works we are involved 
in move forward, run by capable Rwandans 
operating safely under the radar of the 
controlling religious groups. 

Email: kooncefamily@audienceofone.cc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/search/
top/?q=marty%20koonce

Twenty years ago, we left Bentonville to embark 
on a mission to Congo, Africa. Eight years ago, 
we moved to Rwanda, a country ravaged by 
civil war and the unimaginable act of genocide, 
to join a new work (ATN). I was able to work 
to heal people, using my talents to engage 
Rwandan youth to take up Taekwondo as a 
method to move beyond their history and 
create a future filled with hope. By using the 
disciplines of Taekwondo and establishing study 
groups, we have created what the early Church 
called house Churches, small groups of disciples 
that meet in houses dedicated to study and 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. There 
are 400+ house Churches in Rwanda and 
another 500 new groups are about to begin. 

My work involves quite a bit of traveling, which 
we could only hope to do with the generous 
help of funding from the Bentonville Church of 
Christ. I am very thankful for all that has been 
done for us. 
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EMMAUS HOUSE
Young Adult Children’s Home
Cap Haitien, Haiti 

Emmaus House’s mission is to provide a 
Christian family setting for young adults 
who have aged out of orphanages, in 
which they can heal, grow and thrive. We 
aim to raise up faithful leaders with the 
potential to create real change. 

Because of a recent law in Haiti that requires 
youths aged 18 or older to leave children’s 
homes, Emmaus house formed in 2013 to 
provide a transition home for young adults from 
the Cap Haitien Children’s home. We currently 
have 20 young adults in the program.

For the last two years, the Bentonville Missions 
Committee has funded the annual $10,500 
rent payment for Emmaus homes. Emmaus 
house donor support covers the operations 
of the houses and sponsorships for students’ 
school tuitions and living expenses. Bentonville 
employs a student for interpreting while they 
are here. Todd Hook and Roxie Benincosa are 
now active and valued members of the Emmaus 
board.

Last year, we separated the boys and girls 
into two homes and we also brought our first 
student, Djouly Constant, to the United States 
to study in a university. He is currently living 
with Tom and Roxie Benincosa and attends 
NWACC. We hope to bring two more young 
men to attend college in the U.S. in January.

Three years ago, there was no transitional 
housing program in Haiti, despite the great 
need. This year our first student, Andy, will 
complete the program. He is supported by 
the young adults of Bentonville and will 
complete heavy equipment operator school 
in December. In addition, seven students have 
completed their primary education and gone 
on to secondary education, and five more will 
graduate from senior high in 2017. Many have 
become Christians and are the future of the 
Church in Haiti. 

We envision blessing the youth in Haiti long 
term and would love to serve more orphaned 
youth in more small family homes, with a 
professional education center and a community 
church. Our dream is for Emmaus House to be a 
bright light in Haiti, with God continuing to use 
us as we train young adults to be His light also. 

Our greatest hope is that each young adult in 
our program will come to know Jesus as their 
Savior, be active members in their local church, 
and be a light wherever they go.

We believe all our youth have the ability to be 
leaders in their community, church, workplace, 
and future homes. From in-home training 
on how to write a resume and complete a 
successful job interview, to leading service 
projects in and around our city, our youth are 
preparing for futures as leaders of Haiti.

Website: www.emmaushousehaiti.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/search/
top/?q=emmaus%20house%20cap%20haitien 
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THE CITY OF CHILDREN 
Orphan home 
Ensenada, Mexico 

The City of Children ministers to the 
homeless children of Mexico, especially 
in the Baja community. They accomplish 
this through support from churches of 
Christ throughout the United States 
and group visits to the orphan home 
throughout the year.

The City of Children was founded in 1970 by a 
small group of men from Southern California 
churches of Christ. These founders purchased 
60 acres outside Ensenada, Mexico and 
established what has become one of the most 
successful and respected orphan homes in all 
of Mexico. It has earned this reputation because 
of its commitment to integrity, high ethical 
standards and independent funding - rather 
than dependence on the Mexican government. 

Carmen Venegas, one of the abandoned 
children our church has supported, is now a 
college student. She received a scholarship 
to study in Ecuador for her final semester of 
school. During the final weeks of school, an 
earthquake hit Ecuador and devastated the 
country. She and her classmates were able to 
minister to and serve many families during this 
time. Carmen returned in time to graduate and 
is now starting graduate school.

Over the past several years, the City of Children 
home has been instrumental in helping start 
the Baja Missions work. Most recently it has 
been involved in helping launch the Baja 
Bible Institute, which is housed on the home’s 
campus. Both of these works have continued to 
grow and reap benefits in the Lord’s Kingdom. 

The dream for years has been to start a 
transitional living home for City of Children 
kids who have aged out and are on their way to 
independent living as young adults. Currently 
a group of interested families are working to 
purchase a new site that would house this work. 
Plans are to establish a separate board and 
oversight to ensure its success.

The main objective of the City of Children home 
has always been to teach the orphaned and 
abandoned the word of God. Daily bible classes 
are taught by staff members as well as teaching 
done by dorm parents in their respective dorms. 
The goal is to help young adults to be grounded 
in the word of God by the time they depart the 
home, and then provide a network of churches 
in Baja that they can attend.

Website: www.cityofchildren.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/City-of-Children-
Ensenada-Mexico-328682290486734/
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REYES & CHANITA 
MEDINA
Preacher, Spiritual Leader,  
Colonia 89 Church of Christ 
Ensenada, Mexico

My goal is to help members know Jesus, 
grow into leadership, and serve one 
another in His church.

We started our work in Ensenada in July of 
2005 with a small group: nine adults and five 
children, at our first worship service. Three 
months later we rented a house to meet in and 
worshiped there until July, 2006 when the first 
group from Bentonville visited. That day, we left 
the rented house to start meeting in a house 
we’d bought in Colonia 89. We met there for 
one and a half years while we bought another 
lot and started construction on a new building. 
On October, 2007 we began meeting in the new 
building. This year marks the 11th anniversary of 
the Colonia 89 church with the help of God.

Bentonville has been a Godly example of 
brothers and sisters who have shown their 
love for us and our work. We appreciate the 
unconditional love and support shown to us.

It’s exciting that we are blessed with seven 
brothers and nine sisters that are helping in 
leadership, teaching and encouraging other 
church members. They have taught relatives 
and friends and are starting to teach larger 
classes at church. They take care of all the 
details when there is a church event.

My greatest Leap of Faith was starting 
construction on our auditorium. We purchased 
the lot with plans to start building the church, 
yet I knew nothing of the construction process. 
After praying for many months, God sent 
an incredible man, Cesar Valdez, who knew 
construction and worked with the architect 
every afternoon. Now, after many years, we 
have one of the most beautiful church buildings 
in Baja. 

Our dream is to prepare many men capable of 
becoming teachers and preachers, deacons, 
and shepherds. We also want to grow our small 
group ministry until everyone in the church 
is involved in a small group. We would like to 
become self-sustaining and even participate 
in sending out our own missionaries. We are 
currently helping to start the second church 
plant in Colonia 89 called “Nueva 89.” 

Email: reyes_medina67@yahoo.com.mx   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/search/
top/?q=reyes%20medina%20higueron
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DANIEL & MELINDA 
MARTINEZ
Associate Minister, Colonia 89 
Church of Christ
Ensenada, Mexico

We work with brother Reyes in the 
Colonia 89 church, helping to promote 
spiritual growth. I teach, preach, train 
song leaders and teach new songs. 
I also help administrate the church 
Facebook page and other social media 
to communicate with church members 
and supporters.

When Melinda and I started working at Colonia 
89 in 2010, we focused on youth. As the work 
grew, our work expanded to include helping 
with adults and youth families. We are now 
involved in every aspect of the church’s ministry 
and growth, focusing on spiritual maturity and 
leadership training for adults in addition to our 
work with teens. 

Bentonville feels like a part of our family, and 
we consider ourselves blessed to be part of 
their team. They are our spiritual mentors, and 
constantly model the great love of God when 
they come visit us. They share spiritual and 
material blessings with us and we esteem and 
appreciate them very much.

The most exciting new experience for us is that 
our children are starting to see themselves 
as Christians. Not long ago, our kids helped 
us to clean the church building, and when we 

finished, they sat on the front row and started 
singing and praying. We felt very proud. 
This year, we took the lead in organizing the 
Vacation Bible School for our week with the 
Bentonville group. It was very satisfying serving 
with you all.

In the future, what I want most is for my 
children to praise the Lord, but I also want 
to contribute to the children’s program and 
Sunday School to make it excellent so all our 
children can experience a true relationship with 
God. I want to help us become a discipling 
church, and I want to become a better family 
counselor and encourager. 

Right now, we are not able to do as much work 
with the brothers who are already serving, 
because of all the work with the “Nueva 89” 
church plant. My efforts at discipling are 
observing the needs of others, and I try to 
minister to them and teach them how to do the 
same for others. We are working hard to help 
members discover their own area of ministry.

Email: danyymely@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/daniel.
martinezsalazar.50 
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LIBERATO & ELODIA OVALLE
Director, The Bible Institute Of Baja California, located on the campus 
of City of Children
Ensenada, Mexico

I am the director and an instructor of the Bible Institute of Baja California. My wife, 
Elodia, teaches women studying at the Institute. We want to share our knowledge 
and experience of over fourty years in the ministry. We are thankful for all God has 
done for us, our children, and our grandchildren as we serve the church in Mexico.

satisfying seeing twelve students graduate from 
the first class and nine more from the second. 
Out of the twenty one, thirteen of them are 
working in Baja, three are working in churches 
outside Baja, and four are faithful members 
serving in local congregations.

I am so thankful to God that he has helped 
me to recover following some recent health 
challenges, and has blessed me with good test 
results.

Our dream is to develop servants of God 
who have a good knowledge of the word of 
God. We want them to be able to serve with 
responsibility and wisdom, supporting existing 
congregations and/or helping the Baja Missions 
Project to establish new churches in each town 
of Baja, California - from Ensenada to Los 
Cabos, if God allows.

Email: maq_501@yahoo.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/search/
top/?q=liberato%20ovalle%20palomares

The Institute was started in August, 2012 and 
the first class graduated in 2014. The second 
class graduated this year, and in August, 2016 
the third class began. I am responsible for 
scheduling classes, recruiting teachers, and 
teaching. We are blessed to have some great 
applicants wanting to get in to the school. Our 
classes rotate in four year cycles. Each cycle is 
eight weeks and consists of five subjects taught 
by me and others via on-line classes.

Bentonville has been a blessing in our lives 
personally and here at the Institute. Besides 
supporting us financially, we have appreciated 
your prayers and encouragement. Your support 
during the last year has been a great help as we 
have paid for doctors, medicines, and medical 
tests we needed. We don’t know how we would 
have made it without your prayers and support. 
Thank you.

God has blessed us! My wife and I recently 
celebrated the graduation of nine students we 
have worked with for two years. All but one 
family found financial support and are already 
working in various congregations. It was very 
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ROBERTO & BETTY ZEPEDA
Administrative and Financial Directors of the Latin American Bible 
Institute (ILEB)
Toluca, Mexico

We coordinate the curriculum for each branch of ILEB to prepare workers and teach 
them how to better accomplish evangelistic work all over the world.

believer in Cuba who wants to enroll five 
students. I also had an email from a brother in 
Texas that has a group ready to study. It is so 
exciting to see how God works!

In the future, we hope to reach as many 
students as possible by opening more branches 
in Mexico and abroad. We currently have 13 
branches in Mexico and five outside the country. 
We want to have the reach in Mexico that SIBI 
has in the USA and abroad so Latinos wanting 
to study the Bible will think of us first.

As we grow, we realize that we need to use 
more tools to improve our work. Our students 
learn from the teachers, but who do the 
teachers learn from? To help them with their 
struggles, growth, and work in ministry, we are 
offering special classes. The first was “New 
Life Behavior” and we are preparing one for 
“Spiritual Renovation.”  We are looking for 
gifted, spiritually mature Christians to teach 
additional classes for our spiritual growth.

Email: robizepeda@hotmail.com  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/roberto.
zepeda.12?fref=nf  

ILEB started in 1992, when a group of 
missionaries started a relationship with Sunset 
International Bible Institute (SIBI) so they could 
establish a branch in Mexico. To date, we have 
had 16 graduating classes with 124 graduates, 
85% of whom are actively working in ministry, 
thanks to God.

Bentonville has believed in our work and 
supported us from the beginning. We feel a 
deep sense of connection to our supporters. 
Your participation, especially that of John Dyas, 
has been vital to managing our interaction with 
the ILEB-supporters.

Our dream is to be able to provide specialty 
programs. Three year ago, we teamed up with 
our brother Ignacio Barcenas to provide the 
course “Specialist in Family Care.”  Last year, 
we started a course in song leading with Omar 
Corpus. In October, we’re excited that Joshua 
Galindo from Oregon is going to set up special 
classes for youth ministers.

What’s next? When ILEB started an online 
program, we didn’t have any idea of the 
reach it would have. God surprises us often 
with inquiries from potential Latin-American 
students. This week I had an email from a 
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RAUL & KIM SOLIS 
Directors of the Distance Learning Program, ILEB
Toluca, Mexico

Our mission is to prepare, coordinate, teach and administer comprehensive Bible-
based courses. These courses are offered to church members as well as those 
preparing to serve as ministers and missionaries.

been converted and are now missionaries and 
ministers of the Word. 

We have also taken the institute online. God 
has blessed us with much growth and we are 
excited about the possibility of training workers 
for the kingdom wherever there is internet 
access, without them having to leave their 
homes and uproot their lives and ministries. 

Our vision is to reproduce ourselves in another 
locale in order to reach even more of the 
Spanish speaking world. We dream of opening a 
full ILEB branch in South America or in the US.

We have graduated 16 classes and have more 
than 140 graduates working in 52 congregations 
in Mexico and the US. Many of our graduates 
have opened ILEB extension branches in 
their congregations and have now graduated 
students themselves who have also gone on 
to preach and teach. We are also constantly 
developing and adding more courses, striving to 
grow in areas where we identify a need. 

Email: rksolis@hotmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/search/
top/?q=kim%20kershaw%20solis

ILEB started in the nineties when the Toluca 
missionaries started Bible training classes 
similar to the ones used at Sunset International 
Bible Institute. The school has grown from a 
local servant/preacher training school to include 
thirteen satellite schools and a flourishing online 
program with many international students.

Bentonville has been an integral part of this 
work for years, from the support John Dyas 
received in the early years of the Institute, to 
the directors and instructors (Raul and Roberto) 
and other ILEB alumni in their current ministries. 

Excitement abounds as we have over 45 online 
students and several extension school branches 
in places that include the US, Cuba, Venezuela, 
Panama, Peru, Ecuador, Uruguay and all over 
Mexico.

We took a leap of faith and admitted 
students who were not Christians. Despite 
our reservations, we felt that the evangelistic 
opportunity our courses offer outweighed 
the risk of graduating a student as a minister 
who had not been baptized into the faith. God 
has blessed us richly in that those who were 
not open to the message of the gospel have 
ultimately dropped out of their studies before 
graduation, and many truth-seekers have 
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ARTURO AGUILAR & MONICA BAROSA 
ILEB Graduates and Church Planters
Cholula, Mexico

I’m a full time and minister; my team is my family. My wife, Monica, is in charge of 
the women’s and children’s ministry, my daughter, Amanda, is our Sunday school 
teacher, and my son, Santiago, passes the supper. Our son, David, was our song 
leader until he left to study at AIM in Lubbock, TX.

were praying for us, and God began to provide 
families to help us. We lived off our savings but 
never went hungry. God has never failed us!  
The most rewarding thing has been to see our 
children grow in their faith as God does great 
things in our lives.

In the future, we would like to have a 
Community Center in Cholula were we could 
help people with classes and family activities. 
Our vision is to have a church with strong 
families growing in faith. 

We pray a lot together after our church service 
on Sundays, and it has been special to see 
God working as He answers our prayers. We 
try to teach through example and build close 
relationships with all of our church family. They 
are learning a lot, as evidenced by the changes 
we see in how they live.

Email: arturosan@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/arturo.
aguilar.1690

We started work in Cholula in May, 2015. We 
went there to help the church on Sundays. I 
graduated in June and we felt that God was 
leading us to Cholula. There was a lot to do, but 
we were happy to start a new adventure. Now 
we have about 25 members as well as some 
visitors meeting on Sundays. 

Through our trips to Ensenada, we have come 
to know the Bentonville Church. They have 
been a great example as they continue to serve 
and help us. We thank God for our brothers 
in Bentonville who now provide a third of our 
monthly support. 

God has been doing amazing things for our 
church and we feel his love and care. Last 
December, we moved to a new meeting place; 
provided rent-free by a sister in Christ. In July, 
we had our first VBS with help from an Oregon 
group. All of these activities and events have 
been a true blessing for us. 

Going to work in Cholula was a challenge for 
us as a family, since we began without support 
and I didn’t have another job. Our brothers 
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JORGE AND LATISHA 
SERRANO
Preacher at the Nueva Esperanza 
Church of Christ
Oaxaca, Mexico

Latisha is ministering as a midwife in 
Casa Compasiva, a Christian based 
natural birth clinic which focuses on 
presenting Christ to families that are 
just beginning to build their foundation. 
I was recently asked to be the official 
¨Chaplain¨ of this ministry and offer 
marriage counseling to the clients.

Latisha and I studied at ILEB in Toluca, Mexico. 
Upon graduation, we returned to my hometown 
of Oaxaca, Mexico and began worshiping with 
my family. In 2002, we rented a building and 
worked there for two and one half years until we 
merged with an older congregation in 2004. We 
grew from approximately 20 to 90 members in 
the following eight years. In 2013, we started a 
new church, Nueva Esperanza, and have grown 
to 30 members. This year, we began a new 
ministry called ¨Mother and Baby,¨ with the goal 
of meeting young families.

Bentonville’s support has been vital to our 
ministry. Knowing there are brothers following 
our ministry and praying for our family is very 
encouraging. My talks with John Dyas are very 
encouraging as we work together in God’s 
Kingdom. In the future, we would love to see 
Bentonville come and bring spiritual family 
growth seminars.

This year the National Youth Rally was held in 
Oaxaca. Seven congregations from our state 
worked together to organize the event. The 
Oaxaca church family provided meals and 
transportation to 500 attendees during the four 
day event. There were twenty baptisms! It was a 
tremendous effort and a marvelous experience! 

When we decided to begin this new ministry 
there were many uncertainties, but we stepped 
out in faith and now see the fruits. We are 
blessed to be able to pay rent on a building, and 
have new members who are faithful and share 
the desire to grow. 

My wife and I share a vision of offering 
counseling, tutoring, youth ministry, health 
care, and elder care in a center for the Oaxacan 
family. Spiritually and physically healthy families 
will stay strong together and combat the pull of 
alcohol and drugs.

Our church is pursuing spiritual maturity in 
our usual activities and this fall we will begin 
the Sunday School series ¨Believe¨. This 
congregational curriculum shares the same 
thirty lessons for all ages: from kindergarten to 
adult. The goal is to begin living the story of the 
Bible to become like Jesus.

Email: cocotish@hotmail.com  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/latisha.
eppardserrano?pnref=lhc.unseen 
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ALEX RODICHEV
Preacher, Soborna Church of Christ
Dnipro, Ukraine

Our goal is to become a hub of service and unity for the churches in Ukraine and 
the people of Dnipro. After several years of work in Dnipro, we decided to start a 
new congregation and education center for kids and adults to host conferences, 
seminars and camps that would be beneficial to the Christians in Dnipro and 
Ukrainian churches in general.

With our work with kids and teens, we hope to 
raise a new generation of Christians in Dnipro. 
We hope to continue providing events that 
encourage and support Christians in all of 
Ukraine. We would love to be able to visit the 
Bentonville congregation and see the work 
that the church is doing there. We hope to 
increase unity with Russian churches despite 
the difficulties the war causes. We also wish to 
promote unity with Christians in the occupied 
and grey zone.

Our women teach children’s and women’s 
classes and two of our brothers have started 
to teach classes in the last couple of months as 
well. We have more volunteers helping with the 
work in the orphanages and meeting needs of 
others in the community. We have classes for 
intense Bible studies and chapter by chapter 
studies that are ongoing. These help us to serve 
more and grow more spiritually.

Email: alexandr.rodichev@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/alexjnapster 

Our work wouldn’t be possible without 
the support of brothers and sisters there. 
Everything we have now, is a product of their 
support. We were desperate, and it was hard to 
start, and if we wouldn’t have had Bentonville’s 
emotional, spiritual, and financial support, we 
might have given up.

In the last year we had a seminar for the ladies 
in Dnipro, a preacher seminar for Ukrainian 
preachers, and a huge family camp, with 287 
people. We have had four baptisms and two 
very successful vacation Bible school sessions.

One of our biggest blessings has been our 
building. We originally rented a room in an 
office building, and due to lack of funds, we 
were supposed to vacate it in a month. Despite 
what we thought was impossible, God came 
through and provided us a building through the 
Bentonville Church of Christ. We are so thankful 
for the generous hearts of those who blessed 
us and helped us to do what God prepared in 
advance for us to do. 
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MEMBER’S MISSION FUND (MMF)

MMF allows members to have added resources to supplement their travel expenses to and from a 
foreign mission field. 

Over the past five years, we have sent approximately ten percent of our active body into a foreign 
field per year. Over the same time period, the Bentonville mission committee has made $100,000 
available to assist these mission works. 

Not everyone who travels on foreign mission from Bentonville uses this fund. It is available to 
members who have a desire to experience mission work but lack the funds to afford the travel. 
MMF is available through the member’s mission committee. A simple form is required to be filled 
out. This form can be found on the mission’s web site or gotten from the Church office.

MEMBER MISSION 
TRIPS (MMT)

These are mission trips members of 
Bentonville Church of Christ take each year.

1.  Colonia 89, Ensenada, Mexico
 Last week of July
 Teach VBS to children, classes to adults

2.  Dnipro, Ukraine
 Mid June or first of August
 Teach adult and children’s classes 

3.  Men’s Construction Trip, Haiti
 Late January/Early February
 Build or remodel to serve those in need

4.  Port au Prince, Haiti
 Late January/Early February
 Medical, service and building projects

5.  West Nigeria Christian College,
 Abeokuta, Nigeria
 First week of August 
 Teach Bible classes to adults
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COLONIA 89, SUMMER FAMILY 
MISSION TRIP, ENSENADA, MEXICO

Teens and families serve the Mexican church 
members and visitors as the need and request.

Each summer a group of teens and adults 
travel to serve the members and visitors at the 
Colonia 89 church of Christ which we helped 
plant in 2005. Each year since, we have gone 
to serve by doing things like medical missions, 
evangelism, construction, benevolence work, 
service projects, and teaching. 

It has been fascinating for Bentonville members 
to experience the church’s growth. We started 
out helping the new church to evangelize their 
families, friends, and neighbors. As the church 
has matured, our work has changed. They went 
through an Involvement phase so we taught 
children and adults on the importance of 
getting involved in your church. Then they went 
though the leadership and spiritual maturity 
phase so we taught appropriate classes to help. 

But now they have become quite capable on 
their own, so last year we went down to support 
and encourage them as they taught all the 
Vacation Bible School classes. We are trying 
to learn our way into a dynamic partnership 
allowing our roles to change. They have become 
the teachers and we are the students! Our 
dream is to, together, learn how to become a 
“church planning church.”  

They are actively trying to start a new 
congregation called “Nueva 89” just three miles 
from their current location. So we are growing 
together as they learn how to plant another 
church an we learn how to support them and 
pray for them in their efforts.

TRIP DETAILS
Length of trip: One week
Dates: Usually last week of July
Cost: Usually $850, though it may vary 
Transportation: Fly from Tulsa to San Diego, bus 
to Ensenada
Lodging: Hotel, downtown Ensenada

Contact John or Todd for more information:
John Dyas: jdyas@bencoc.org 
Todd Miller: tmiller@bencoc.org 

UKRAINE MISSION TRIP, SUPPORT OF 
THE SORBORNA CHURCH OUTREACH, 
DNIPRO, UKRAINE

Support the Soborna Church outreach.

Bentonville started its work in Dnepropetrovsk 
(Dnipro) in 1991, shortly after the Berlin wall 
fell. The Kirova Church of Christ was started 
under a post USSR mentality, which continues 
to evolve into a more European mentality. 
Members of Bentonville have experienced 
these changes along with us. First generation 
Ukranian Christians were raised under cold war 
propaganda, and current Christians still suffer 
the effects of revolution and war. 

Bentonville has established good strong 
relationships with Christians from Ukraine and 
worked many years with the Kirova church 
providing spiritual teaching and basketball 
camps. Now, Bentonville helps the second 
generation of Christians in Dnipro at the new 
congregation that started last year. 

The Sorborna church has started a school for 
local kids and teens. With the wise counsel 
of Kathy Caton, Dennis and Kathy Cherry, 
and Steve Carter, this congregation is taking 
important steps toward maturity and growth. 
Kathy and Kathy taught a powerful seminar for 
ladies and their work in the church. Dennis and 
Steve taught and encouraged the men of the 
congregation to become more effective in their 
leadership. Bentonville also helped us put on 
our first VBS. 

We need your support in our summer 
evangelistic programs to reach more teens and 
their parents. We would also appreciate support 
as we plan another summer camp to encourage 
displaced Christians from around our war-torn 
country. 

TRIP DETAILS
Length of trip: Two weeks 
Dates: Last weeks of June or first of August 
Cost: $2,000-$2,500, help available from MMF
Transportation: Direct flight to Dnipro or to Kiev 
and a fast train to Dnipro 
Lodging: Hotel Menora or guest room in the 
church building. 

Contact Kathy Caton for more information: 
churchlady3.5@cox.net
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MEN’S MISSION TRIP - INTERNATIONAL 
BUILDING TEAM, MEXICO AND HAITI

Since 2009, the men’s mission crew has taken 
several foreign trips to Colonia 89 and Haiti to 
build houses and churches and generally serve 
our brethren through construction.

Last year, Jim Ecker and Arnold Luttrell worked 
as construction managers for the continued 
construction of the Carrefour church in Haiti.

Our team took a recent leap of faith when we 
went to Baja, Mexico and built a 1200 square 
foot, three bedroom home/church building in 
five days. John Dyas completed a lot of prep 
work prior to our trip, but our team worked 
together to frame the house and finish the roof, 
walls, electrical work and kitchen cabinets. The 
sheetrock and stucco siding was completed at a 
later date.

Our team is currently checking into going back 
to Haiti to either build a house for a family or 
rebuild a church that was destroyed during the 
hurricane.

When we travel to Haiti, we work alongside the 
church members of that congregation. We pray 
with them, eat our lunch with them and attend 
church with them. By the end of the week, we 
have developed friendship with our Christian 
brothers and sisters that is priceless.

TRIP DETAILS
Length of trip: Typically 6-8 days
Dates: Late January to early February
Cost: Usually $800-$1,000
Transportation: Fly from either XNA or Tulsa to 
Haiti or Mexico
Lodging: Ranges from a cot with mosquito 
netting to bed in shared room in guest house, 
Cold water showers sometimes, Occasionally we 
stay in a hotel

Contact Jim Johnson for more information: 
jjohnsonfiremedic@yahoo.com 

HAITI MEDICAL MISSION TRIP, PORT 
AU PRINCE & GANTHIER, HAITI

Bringing medical care and the love of God to 
the poverty-stricken population of Haiti. 

Dr. Bill Tate began this work in 2010 following 
the devastating earthquake in Haiti. His 
wife joined him the next year and they then 
partnered with the Church of Christ in Arvada, 
Colorado to continue the work. They have since 
returned five times. Activities include food and 
Kreyol Bible distribution and teaching in the 
Haitian School of Bible Studies. 

Our church adopted this effort in 2014, allowing 
for expansion into food and Bible distribution 
and other works, while letting our members 
experience the work in Haiti. This trip is a two 
week mission, with a second week in Ganthier, 
where a medical clinic, new church, and the 
Haitian School of Bible Studies and Christian 
School is located. 

In the future, we plan to increase evangelistic 
efforts, expand efforts with the Christian School 
in Ganthier, partnering with the local churches 
there, encouraging these works using medical 
clinics at the new sites to introduce people to 
the church location and the members there. 

We encourage and communicate weekly with 
many of our former translators. They are all fine 
Christian men who have servant hearts for their 
people. Though they struggle with poverty and 
feeding or educating their families, they are 
involved in teaching English, computers and 
church leadership. We have touched the lives of 
over 5000 Haitians with through this work. 

TRIP DETAILS 
Length of trip: 1 or 2 weeks 
Dates: Usually late January to early February  
Cost: Air Fare to Haiti (usually $700-800+) plus 
extra expenses that may vary. 
Transportation: Fly from either XNA or Tulsa 
to Port-au-Prince, Haiti then trucks or SUVs to 
various locations several hours away 
Lodging: Ranges from a cot with mosquito 
netting to bed in shared room in guest house, 
Hotel stay if available, Cold water showers only

Contact Bill Tate for more information:
blpgtate@msn.com



WEST NIGERIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
(WNCC) TRIP, ABEOKUTA, NIGERIA

To encourage and teach students and 
professors at the college and visit surrounding 
churches. 

Each summer, around the first week of August, 
Jay Beckloff travels to work at the West Nigeria 
Christian College, which he helped found many 
years ago. At times, he has been able to take a 
small group of Bentonville members with him. 
While there, they teach and encourage students 
and teachers at the college. 

This trip coincides with the annual lectureship 
the college hosts for students, former students, 
preachers, and church members from all over 
the western part of Nigeria, and visitors are 
encouraged to participate. 

Trip members are often asked to teach a class 
or a session to the students at the college. 
While there, you can visit neighboring churches 
started by graduates of the college. It is a joy 
to experience their worship services, and also 
greatly encourages our Nigerian brethren to 
have us there. 

It is getting very difficult for Jay to make this 
trip, but he is confident that another person or 
team would continue to make a positive impact 
at WNCC. He would love to see someone else 
fall in love with this work and continue building 
on the legacy that he and Ileta started. 

TRIP DETAILS 

Length of trip: 2-3 weeks 
Dates: Usually the first week in August
Cost: Approximately $2,500 flight 
Transportation: Direct flight is 17 hours- longer 
if through Europe, Trip ends in Lagos, Nigeria. 
Lodging: Dorm type accommodations on 
campus of WNCC 
Food: Some is supplied, some is taken 
Members who have gone in past: Beckloffs, 
Tates, Andy McCown, and Josh Bundy 

Contact Jay Beckloff for more information: 
jbeckloff@sbcglobal.net
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GARY HUTCHESON MEMORIAL FUND 
(GHMF)

The GHMF is a scholarship available to a Bentonville Church member who 
is interested in exploring a mission work for an extended amount of time. 
This fund is intended for a person or family to travel to a foreign location 
with the purpose of evaluation and preparation for a new mission work. 
These funds are only for the evaluation period of the mission. The value of 
this fund is up to $25,000. Bentonville church members can apply for this 
scholarship through the mission committee. 

The Church office can assist with any request or questions. Gary 
Hutcheson was a member for many years at Bentonville. He had a passion 
for missions in Nigeria and Ukraine. He made many trips to Ukraine to 
teach, train and encourage the church there. He left with us his memory 
and his example of enthusiasm for foreign mission works and service to 
people who desire to know God. He is missed, but we honor his memory 
with this memorial that aims to continue his work.

EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS (EEM)

EEM provides thousands of Bibles in places where access to God’s written 
word is not readily available or affordable. EEM assists missionaries in 
Eastern Europe, Ukraine and the Soviet bloc areas of the world by giving 
converts and interested people Bibles. There are still a few places in 
the world that restrict or refuse access to the Bible in their countries. In 
other places, the Bible is used in schools for reading instruction, morality 
training and instruction in business principles. 

Our view is that access to the word of God creates people who are 
hungry for the gospel message. EEM makes the word of God accessible 
to people. Bentonville Church of Christ members have contributed 
$65,000 over the past five years, providing Bibles to people who 
desperately want them. 

HARDING SCHOLARSHIP (HS)

The HS is given to Harding University for a student majoring in Bible. 
Bentonville members will be considered first in the awarding of this 
scholarship, which is in honor of Paul Carter. As an elder at Bentonville, 
Paul’s passion for the teaching and training of young men and women 
was exemplified through his acts of kindness and generosity throughout 
the Bentonville church. As a Harding University board member, his belief 
in the importance of a Christian education and his passion for the training 
of young men and women who attend the University was evident. 

The Bentonville Church is honored to offer this scholarship in his name, in 
hopes that recipients will impact the world like Paul Carter did. Questions 
about this scholarship can be directed to the mission committee through 
the Church office.

GHMF



This is an exciting time for missions! 

Bentonville Church of Christ is involved in 
fourteen different mission works across the 
globe, and had over 60 members traveling 
to support them in 2016. We are changing 
how we approach world missions; no 
longer taking a passive approach. 
That is why we have adopted the theme, A Leap of Faith. 
It takes a measure of courage as we challenge ourselves to 
reach for what can be instead of what has been (Phil. 3:12-
13). If Bentonville Church will take this leap together, just 
imagine what we can accomplish (Rom: 8:31-32). 

In individual giving, no amount is too small. Bentonville is 
trying to involve more people in missions than ever before, 
and we are asking people to go places they might not 
have considered before. We ask each member of every 
household to consider participating and giving to missions 
on a whole new level. (2 Cor. 8:3) 

We know that many of you are very generous to missions. 
Some of you give to missions apart from your regular 
contribution, and many fully fund their own mission 
trips. We belong to a very generous congregation, but 
this budget year will take the investment of every single 
member. 

The missions committee would like 10 percent of the 
Bentonville Church of Christ membership to go on a 
mission trip (Matt 28: 18) at some point. There are so many 
options. You could teach a class in Toluca, Mexico, preach 
or teach in Nigeria, or share your talents in Ukraine working 
at a camp. You could also come alongside those working in 
Colonia 89, care for the sick and poor in Haiti, or help with 
construction in Mexico and Haiti. If you are willing to take 
the leap, we want to assist you in your mission goals. There 
are so many ways to use with your talents. Let us help you 
find your gift. 

We are a blessed people (Eph. 3:20-21), but not everyone 
is able to increase their giving at this time. If this is true 
for you, the missions committee completely understands. 
We are asking those who are able to take a leap of faith:  
purpose, plan, and give (1 Cor. 16). God will provide the rest. 

Thank you so much for your trust and participation in the 
foreign mission ministry. 

Tom Benincosa, 
Mission Committee Leader

A Leap of

FAITH
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