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Wow! What a powerful weekend, worship was 
amazing, fellowship with family and friends was 
fantastic, ball games were exiting, depending on 
your perspective.  I hope your team won, if they 
didn't I hope you are over it quickly.   
 

We are a week past Labor Day which marks a 
change in the seasons of the year, and the attitude 
with which we approach life. What does the 
scripture say:  “And let us not grow weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap what we 
sow if we faint not,” Galatians 6:9. How many 
times have we tried and tried and then just gave 
up, one attempt short of success. We may give up 
on friends to soon, we may give up on eating 
healthy to soon, and we may give up on a goal or 
a dream that we have had all our life.   
 

I remember years ago when the Tennessee 
Annual Conference voted on whether or not we 
should close Martin Methodist College in 
Pulaski.  I remember the heated and emotional 
debate on the floor of the conference.  The final 
vote was very close, I believe it was a 14-vote 
margin to keep the doors open. We almost closed 
the doors on that institution.  Some of you 
reading this would have had to choose a different 
place of learning to further your education.   
   
You who are in the farming business know that 
there is a right time for planting, and there is a 
right time to harvest the crops and plow the field 
under.  You don't want to do either one to soon.   
This is like using our spiritual gifts. I am asking 
that by Sunday September 17th you have 
completed your Spiritual Gifts Inventory either 
the hard copy or on line.  If you fill out the hard 
copy and need it to be scored please contact the 
 

Office. If you have taken the survey on line, please 
call the church office and let us know your top 3-

5 spiritual gifts. We want to ask you to serve in 
your area of giftedness. 
 

Thank you in advance for your help and 
willingness to serve Christ and his church. 
 

See you Sunday at the GIFTED place, 
 

Randy 

 
A NOTE FROM DANA 
 

A few days ago, Pam and I were in Bell Buckle, TN 
to have lunch at the Café there (‘cause, you know, 
sometimes you just have to have a little Bell 
Buckle Café!). We overheard two people out on 
the sidewalk talking.  They were both from 
Florida and were both in Tennessee to flee the 
wrath of hurricane Irma.  One said to other, 
“Where are you from?” to which the other person 
replied “Sarasota.”  “What a coincidence,” said 
the first person, “I’m from Sarasota too!”  They 
then began to discover that, while they didn’t 
know each other, they didn’t live all that far away 
from each other!  How fortuitous that they would 
meet each other in Bell Buckle, TN! 
 

But the thing that really struck me was how 
extremely calm and resolved they both were.  
There is a pretty good chance that neither will 
have a home to go to when they return to Florida, 
but they were both quite easy-spirited about it. 
It made me think of a quote from a pastor friend 
of mine a few years ago: “Life is NOT what 
happens to you but HOW YOU REACT to what 
happens to you!”  May you and I learn such 
calmness in our souls when the unexpected or 
unthinkable happens to us! 
 

Grace and Peace, Dana 
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We currently have 15 
persons signed up for 
the Disciple Bible 
Study Fast Track! 
Our first Bible Study 

meeting will be Sunday, September 24 at 
4:30 p.m. in Room 219. Extra materials have 
been ordered so if you do not have a 
participant book please see Dana. 

 

The New Life Sunday School Class will be 
hosting a Going Away Potluck Dinner for 
Ken and Nona Jarratt. The meal will be on 
September 23 at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall. 
We hope you will prepare your tastiest dishes 
and come show the Jarratt’s how much we 
appreciate them and all they have done for 
FUMC. 

 

Sallie O’Neal Fellowship will meet 
Monday, Sept. 18 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 
Vicky Inzer. We will shower Manchester 
Extended Care Facility with Depends, 
shampoo, toothpaste, lotion, razors, shaving 
cream, etc. We invite all women who are 
interested to come join us. Call Debra, 728-
44187, if you need a ride. 

 

Please complete your 
Spiritual Gift Survey's by September 17 

Thank again!   Bro. Randy 
 

 
Wednesday Night Dinner Menu 

 

September 20: Meatloaf, hashbrown 
casserole, honey glazed carrots, tossed salad and 
a roll. Desert: Ice-cream with toppings. 
 
September 27:  Tacos with your choice of beef 
or chicken, shredded lettuce, tomatoes, cheese, 
etc., black beans, fruit salad. Desert: Brownies 
 
 
 

 
 
Our deepest sympathies are with Caroline 
Norfleet and the Norfleet family. Glenn Norfleet 
went to be with the Lord on September 8, 2017. 
 

Anleah Stamper, stepmother of Pam Brooks 
recently passed away. Please remember Pam and 
her family in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

My apologies to Pam for not getting this in the 
bulletin and newsletter earlier.  - Susan 

 
 

 
This week in Children's Church we began 
studying the gospels. We started with Matthew 
of course. There are some facts we learned about 
Matthew's gospel that I would like you to review 
with your kids if you get a chance. We learned: 

✓ Matthew was a disciple of Jesus. (Matthew and 
John were the two gospels written by disciples).  

✓ The gospel of Matthew is the longest gospel. 
(Matthew and Luke were educated men, so their 
gospels were the longest).  

✓ Matthew was a tax collector before Jesus invited 
him to be a disciple. In that day, tax collectors 
were       more disliked than they are even today. 
Often, they would collect more than they were 
owed, and would pocket the excess. Many of the 
kids couldn't believe that Matthew would do this. 
I explained that we really don't know what he was 
like before he decided to follow Jesus, but if he 
was one of the dishonest tax collectors, it goes to 
show that when we accept Jesus we can change 
and become better.  

✓ Matthew was writing to the Jewish people, so he 
made a great effort to take prophecies from the 
Old Testament about the Messiah and illustrated 
how they proved that Jesus was the Messiah. 

  We also had a visit from Eliezer from the Old 
Testament in Sunday school (just in case you 
saw Mike Giffen walking the halls in his 
bathrobe and a "Duck Dynasty" style beard, he 
was playing the role for us). The vote was 
unanimous-none of the kids want their parents 
choosing their spouse one day! 
  I learn so much from these lessons and your 
kids every week! I hope this can start a dialogue 
with your kids about what they learned 
at church this week!   
 

Jacqueline Connelly jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

mailto:jackiemconnelly@aol.com
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Luke chapter 18 : 17    " I tell you in solemn 
truth that, whoever does not receive the 
Kingdom of God like a little child will 
certainly not enter it." 

I was at a department store and was walking 
around in the toy, hardware, lawn and garden 
and all the other departments killing some time. 
I came to the sporting goods area and saw a cart 
just full of camping gear.  I mean it was full. The 
cart was just sitting there full of all this stuff in 
the middle of the isle. As I scooted it over just a 
little bit to get by and was stepping around the 
basket I saw a little boy standing at the other end 
of the cart. He was standing there with the 
BIGGEST smile on his face.  He looked up at me 
and excitedly said, "I'm going campin'."  "Wow" I 
said. "It looks like you've got everything that 
you're going to need to go." He said "Yep, this is 
the tent, here is my flashlight and this is my 
sleeping bag.  It's a Poke'mon bag.  See it's got 
Poke'mon on it. I like Poke'mon." Just then the 
little boy's dad came around the corner and said, 
"Let’s go" and started pushing the cart down the 
aisle towards the check-out. The little boy looked 
back up at me, still grinnin' from ear to ear, and 
said as he walked off, “I'm going campin'." 

I'm telling you that after him telling me he was 

going camping and seeing how happy and excited 

he was, I wanted to go camping too. I was smiling 

just thinking about it. I even started liking 

Poke'mon and I don't even know who he is.  I 

thought about it and realized that if I had only 

seen the cart full of camping gear setting there I 

would have never had that desire to go camping. 

It was the little boy's sharing of his excitement 

that gave me the desire. It was his smile and joy 

that made me want to go camping.  

Well....Here we are today, in our denominational 

department store, our church. We're in the 

exhorting department.  We're filling our hearts 

with all the stuff we need to go camping.  We have 

the tent of truth, the Bible. We've got our 

flashlight of faith, even though it may just be a 

pen light. We have the sleeping bag of salvation, 

it has Jesus written all over it and we just love 

Jesus. We're here in church with our hearts full of 

all this glorious camping stuff.  Sad thing is all we 

do is walk around here in the store with it, we're 

just killing our time.  Our tent is still in it's 

package. Our sleeping bag is still rolled up. We 

haven't put the battery in our flash light. We just 

keep it all stacked up in our hearts and never put 

it to use.  We never go camping.                    This 

is NOT evangelism!   

We're Christians! We're campers. We need to 

follow our Father to the check-out. Our Father 

has paid the bill in full with the sacrifice of His 

only Son, Jesus. We need to be grinnin' from ear 

to ear because “We're going campin'." We need to 

get out there with all the glorious things we have 

in our hearts and put them to use. We need to 

share the tent of truth and sleeping bag of 

salvation with all the people we find who are 

exposed to the elements of the world. We need to 

let our light shine before others that are in the 

dark about Jesus.  We need to be like this little 

boy. We should be just busting at the seams to get 

out there and go campin'. To get out there and use 

what God has given us from the exhorting 

department. We need to listen to our Father. He's 

telling us: "Let’s Go!"         This is evangelism!   

The church organizes and goes on all kinds of 

camping trips. Find one that your Father is 

leading you to go on. Take the spiritual gifts 

inventory and find out what special thing you 

have to take and to use while you're camping.    It 

will be a glorious time! 

 I'm going campin'! Let's all go 

campin'!                                                                                                                                      

Marlin’s  
Moment 
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I hope this finds you happy and well. During the 
week of fall break which is October 2-6, we will be 
having a local mission week. The cost of this is 
$10. We are in the process of working out the 
details so please stay tuned. I have an open-door 
policy, this means that if you have an issue, 
concern, or just want to chat about something 
please come to me and I will be more than happy 
discuss your issue or concern. As always, thank 
you for allowing us to walk along this part of your 
teenagers journey.  
 
In the grip of HIS grace,  
 

Randa 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 

 Attendance:        Sept. 3  Sept. 10                        
Sunday School                        65  87 

  8:25 Service             65    75                             

10:55 Service                                      93         94 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                          Sept. 3       Sept. 10 

Sunday School                    44.00  59.00 

Missions 510.00 650.00 

Good Samaritan 50.00 95.00 

Coffee Time                                 11.00 10.05 

Youth Fund                                 250.00  

Children's Ministry                        100.00  

One Day                    246.00  100.00 

Communion Rail   38.00       

UMCOR Buckets                        125.00 1,420.00  

 UMCOR      45.00  700.00 

Mustard Seed   50.00 

Flower Fund   175.00 

Evangelism   25.00         

Needed weekly  9,106.57   9,106.57 

Budget Contribution                7,821.75  7,452.00 

Year-to-date offering           305,644.29  313,096.29 

Offering needed to date       327,834.36  336,940.87 

(+/-) Difference                    (22,190.07)  (23,844.58) 

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
Acolytes                   
Sept. 3        8:25           Natalie Fibelkorn 
     10:55            Elijah McCoy  
Sept 10      8:25            Megan Fiibelkorn 
                    10:55           Daniel Hawkins 
 Building Checkers   
Week of Sept 3                   Wade Stevenson 
Week of Sept 10                   Tom Connelly  
Counters                                                
September                       Deborah Amacher & Mark Williams 
Coffee Time                              
September 3 & 10            Jim & Debra Thorington 
September 17 & 24           Ami Shedd 

Altar Guild – Sept.      Sue Wakeman & D. Thorington   
Greeters 
Sept. 3 & 10       8:25       Jim & Debra Thorington 
                            10:55      Ed & Anita Turner 
Sept 17 & 24      8:25       Tom and Sara Potuk 
                           10:55       Roy & Doris Hendrix 
Kitchen Monitor 
September                     Judy Brooks         
Welcome Center 
Sept. 3          8:15   Tom & Sarah Potuk 
                      10:55  Ben & Ann Spaulding 
Sept. 10        8:15    Ed Turner 
                      10:55  Bobby & Topsy Layne 
Newcomer Baker/Visitor 
August 27                 Pat & Joane Cassady 
Sept. 3                                 Jim & Debra Thorington 
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