
September 9, 2020                                                                       Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk  

 

   A friend of mine that lives near Montgomery, AL 

posted an article today that spoke to my heart. I 

wanted to share it with you. It is quite a conversation, 

please prayerfully read this to discover something 

new about God's love for you. 

 

Me: Hey God. 

God: Hello..... 

Me: I'm falling apart. Can you put me back together? 

God: I would rather not. 

Me: Why? 

God: Because you aren't a puzzle. 

Me: What about all of the pieces of my life that are 

falling down onto the ground? 

God: Let them stay there for a while. They fell off for 

a reason. Take some time and decide if you need any 

of those pieces back. 

Me: You don't understand! I'm breaking down! 

God: No - you don't understand. You are breaking 

through. What you are feeling are just growing pains. 

You are shedding the things and the people in your 

life that are holding you back. You aren't falling 

apart. You are falling into place. Relax. Take some 

deep breaths and allow those things you don't need 

any more to fall off of you. Quit holding onto the 

pieces that don't fit you anymore. Let them fall off. 

Let them go. 

Me: Once I start doing that, what will be left of me? 

God: Only the very best pieces of you. 

Me: I'm scared of changing. 

God: I keep telling you - YOU AREN'T 

CHANGING!! YOU ARE BECOMING! 

Me: Becoming who? 

God: Becoming who I created you to be! A person of 

light and love and charity and hope and courage and 

joy and mercy and grace and compassion.  I made 

you for more than the shallow pieces you have 

decided to adorn yourself with that you cling to with 

such greed and fear. (Continued on Page 4)  

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   I thought this was a powerful reflection 

from Martin Luther: 

 

   "Here it appears either Paul or Barnabas 

went too far. It must have been a violent 

disagreement to separate two associates 

who were so closely united. Indeed, the text 

indicates as much.  Such examples are 

written for our consolation: for it is a great 

comfort to us to hear that great saints, who 

have the Spirit of God, also struggle. Those 

who say that saints do not sin would 

deprive us of this comfort. 

   Samson, David, and many other 

celebrated men full of the Holy Spirit fell 

into grievous sins. Job and Jeremiah cursed 

the day of their birth; Elijah and Jonah were 

weary of life and desired death. 

   No one has ever fallen so grievously that 

he may not rise again. Conversely, no one 

stands so firmly that he may not fall. If 

Peter (and Paul and Barnabas) fell, I too 

may fall. If they rose again, I too may rise 

again."  

   We are in “good company” when it comes 

to the struggle! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

Let those things fall off of you. I love you! Don't 

change! ... Become! Become! Become who I made 

you to be. I'm going to keep telling you this until 

you remember it. 

Me: There goes another piece. 

God: Yep. Let it be. 

Me: So ... I'm not broken? 

God: Of course Not! - but you are breaking like the 

dawn. It's a new day. Become!!! 

 

See you soon  

 

Randy 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Due to the pandemic, we removed all the hymnals 
from the Sanctuary a few weeks ago and are no 
longer (temporarily) using bulletins.  But you can 
still follow an order of service on your smart phone 
or tablet!  Look for the QR code (printed on 
8.5”X11” paper) on the table in the rear of the 
sanctuary, at the welcome center and at the ramp 
entry.  Open your smart phone’s camera app and 
point at the code.  You will see a small orange icon 
appear on your screen.  Click the icon you’ll be 
directed to the page on our church website which 
has the weekly order of service (it will say “Worship 
Order”).  You can open the worship order and 
follow it or even download to your device if you 
like!  You can also access it by simply going to our 
website, www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the 
“home” tab and scroll down to “Worship Order!” 
 

Deadlines  

 Items to be put in the newsletter are due to the 
office no later than Monday at Noon; items to be put 
in the bulletin are due to the office no later than 
Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 
your  curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will scroll 
down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 
and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 
pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, the 
church staff is  available during the day at 931-728-
4624 to talk with you when you have prayer request. 

 
  
  
  
 

 

“Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various 
forms.” (1 Peter 4:10). 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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Hang Out Events 
   Our lesson in Sunday School was about living an 

extraordinary life. In the video Tim Tebow talked about 

growing up in his very competitive family, and how one 

day when they were on a vacation, they decided to have 

a family competition. After a few events his family was 

starting to argue, but when another family challenged 

them, they all united against a common enemy, and 

came together again in order to be able to compete. God 

sometimes causes us to get out of our comfort zone. It’s 

in those times of “stretching” that we grow. Growth 

doesn’t happen when you are comfortable. 

   At Hangout Sunday night we went to The Oak and had 

pizza and went back to church for ice cream, and a 

game. We had a competition to see who could build the 

tallest tower out of spaghetti noodles and marshmallows. 

I broke so many spaghetti noodles! 

   Wednesday night at Hangout 1 Corinthians chapter 5. 

It taught us that God wants us to take habitual sins 

seriously because they can be toxic to us as well as the 

church. It also taught us to turn away from sin and to 

encourage others to do the same. 

   Please continue to keep students and teachers in your 

prayers as we try to figure out what our new normal is, 

especially since that keeps changing. 

 

Important Dates:  September 27- Youth Sunday 

 

No youth on the following dates:  October 4, October 7, 

November 25, November 29, December 23. 

 

Stay well and be a blessing,  

Ami Shedd 

Manchester FUMC Hangout Youth 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   We kick off this month's series in Ecclesiastes 

4:9-12 where Solomon wrote, “Two people are 

better than one. They can help each other in 

everything they do.” Solomon goes on to reminds 

us that like a three-strand cord, we are stronger 

when we work together as friends.  

 

Bottom Line: Choose your friends carefully.   

     

   God designed relationships to help make life 

easier. As kids become more aware how their 

friends influence them, it’s important for them to 

know how to choose good friends. We pray that 

kids will choose friends who encourage them and 

help them grow in their relationship with Jesus. 

 

  Wednesday night Children’s Classes plan to start 

back on September 23, 2020.  They will be 

following the same protocol as the Sunday morning 

services. 
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
 

Attendance:                               September 6 
Sunday School                    40 
8:25 Service           44    
10:55 Service           48 
Facebook Live      232 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
 

                                                     Total of September 6 
Sunday School                                                                5.00 
Youth                                        360.00 
Communion                                          20.00  
Memorial to the General Fund   470.00 
Good Samaritan      70.00 
Children’s Ministry   100.00 
Missions   550.00 
Required Weekly                                                   9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                             9,554.00  
Year-to-date offering                          305,578.00         
Offering needed to date                                   331,344.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                  -25,766.00 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

Building Checker 
Week of September 13    Buddy Riddle 
Week of September 20    Roger Weeks 
Altar Guild 
For the Month of September    Sue Wakeman 
    Debra Thorington 
For the Month of October      Joane Cassady 
    Kay Pratt 
Counters 
For the Month of September     Deborah Amacher 
    Mark Williams 
For the Month of October     Virginia Mckee 
    Butch Niederhauser 
Greeters 
Week of September 13           Anita Turner & Phyllis Dix  
Week of September 20              Kimla and Roger Weeks 
Kitchen Monitors  
For the Month of September    Ann Spaulding 
For the Month of October      Topsy Layne 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

ONE DAY OF HOPE 
.CHANGES 

The Board of Directors has decided to cancel October’s 
ODOH due to ongoing concerns with the COVID-19 
pandemic.  We have not been able to purchase food 
and hygiene items in the large quantities needed to 
serve our Guests of Honor.  Tentatively the drive-thru 
event planned for October 24th has been rescheduled 
for March 6,  2021. The full event will return in 
October 2021. 
  
Donations will continually be accepted as hygiene 
items will most likely need to be purchased in smaller 
amounts, with more frequent orders being made.  

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 

 

BernicThornton  Judy Starr 

Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips  Evans Baird 

Sandy Matlock  Troy Rose 

Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 

Nellie Leonard      Billie Danford 

Mary & Don Rounds   

Betsy & Hursel Shanks     

Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 

Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky     

                 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even 

though they may not be listed above. 

 

Please let the church office know when you would 

like your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 

 

 
 
September 9 – September 15, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Sept 9 Richard Eddings 
Sept 12 Frank Langham 

Sept 13 Sandra Eddings 

Sept 13 Roy Hendrix 

Sept 13 Brett Henley 

Sept 14 John Greeter 

Sept 15 Genny Runyan 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a note 

will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next week’s 

birthday list. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorials & Honorariums 
Gifts to the General Fund were given in Memory of  

Bob Leonard by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roberts, Kay 

Pratt, Dorothy Shelton, Hart & Gail Applegate, Butch 

& Tina Niederhauser, Jack & Faye Huffman, and Boy 

Scout Troop 314. 

 

Gift to Good Samaritan were given in Memory of Bob 

Leonard by Mike & Karla Childs, Claus & Lois 

Thormaehlen, and Upper Room Sunday School Class. 

 

A gift to Missions was given in Memory of Bob 

Leonard by Jack & Nancy Daniel. 

 

A gift to the General Fund was given in Memory of 

Bob Laws by Roger & Kimla Weeks. 

 

A gift was given to the General Fund in Memory of 

Jeff Patterson by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roberts. 

 
 
 
 

 
HEALTH CHECK VOLUNTEERS 

We are in need of volunteers on Sunday 
mornings for both services to assist with the 
HEALTH CHECKS at the front door ramp 
and the basement door.  This would include 
taking temperatures and giving out masks 
and hand sanitizer for those you need these 
items. If you are able to volunteer please 
email the church secretary at 
manchesterfumc@gmail.com or call the 
church office at 728-4624 with the dates and 
services you are available. 

 

mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
mailto:manchesterfumc@gmail.com

