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 From the Pastor’s Desk 

Count the Cost. Jesus in the Gospel of Luke 14:25-33 

encourages each of us to count the cost of discipleship so 

that we will be able to finish what we have started.  Jesus 

specifically says in verse 33, “… those of you who do not 

give up everything you have cannot be my disciples”. 

Meaning to follow Jesus requires each of us to 

unconditionally surrender everything to include family, 

wealth, and self to the will of God.  To follow Jesus there 

can be no holding back. You must give up your right to 

your old life and conform to the likeness of Jesus, who did 

not think it his right to do as he pleased but conformed to 

the very will of God in all cases. You and I must do the 

same.  Ours is not a smorgasbord faith where we decided 

what we will put on our plate. When it comes to being a 

committed disciple of Jesus, we take all our directions for 

discipleship from Jesus and then do all our Savior asks. 

Pick up your cross and follow Jesus! The cost may seem 

high, but what you gain is so much more.   

Charge Conference (CC) is Tuesday, November 1 at 

6:00 p.m.  There’s Work to be done in preparation for 

CC. We are asking each of the responsible committee 

chairs and other involved persons to complete and return 

the CC forms by Tuesday, 18 October 2022.   All required 

forms are online at Home - TWKUMC or 

https://twkumc.org  located under the ‘Resources tab’ then 

click on 2022-23 Charge Conference Forms.  Our Charge 

Conference Cluster with other attending churches will 

open with a combined worship service and then each 

church will break off into separate Charge Conference 

sessions. 

Sunday, September 25th -- The Holy Club Ten Week 

Challenge: Sunday, September 25th is not only YOUTH 

SUNDAY, but TESTIMONY SUNDAY.  Please reach 

out to me and let me know which of the 22 spirit-

centering questions of the John and Charles Wesley’s 

Holy Club has spoken to you the most? And why?  And 

will you be willing to provide a short 1–2-minute 

testimony? 

 

Continued Page 4 … 

 

    

 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 

   French writer Alexis de Tocqueville, after visiting 

America in 1831, said, "I sought for the greatness of 

the United States in her commodious harbors, her 

ample rivers, her fertile fields, and boundless 

forests--and it was not there. I sought for it in her 

rich mines, her vast world commerce, her public 

school system, and in her institutions of higher 

learning--and it was not there. I looked for it in her 

democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution 

and it was not there. Not until I went into the 

churches of America and heard her pulpits flame 

with righteousness did, I understand the secret of 

her genius and power. America is great because 

America is good, and if America ever ceases to be 

good, America will cease to be great!" 

   It has been said that only moral societies are the 

ones that work.  It is pretty much impossible to have 

a moral community or country without faith in God 

because that society will rapidly become self-

serving and narcissistic.  Does this sound familiar?       

If we want to make America greater than we are 

now BE THE CHURCH!  We have much work to 

do! 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
 

  
WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 

September 14,2022:  Hamburger/Bun, French 

Fries, Lettuce/Tomato/Onion/Pickle. Dessert:  Ice 

Cream 

September 21, 2022:  Chicken Tenders/Roll. 

Macaroni & Cheese, Green Beans Dessert:  

Homemade Brownies 

Meals will begin at 5:30.  Please contact the 

Church office at 931-728-4624 to make 

reservations! 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

September 7, 2022 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Stephen Lee          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number      

 

 

 From the Pastor’s Desk  …From Page 1 

 
1. Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the 

impression that I am better than I really am? In other 

words, am I a hypocrite?  

2. Am I honest in all my acts and words, or do I 

exaggerate? 

3. Do I confidentially pass on to another what was told to 

me in confidence? 

4. Can I be trusted? 

5. Am I a slave to dress, friends, work, or habits?  

6. Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying?  

7. Did the Bible live in me today?  

8. Do I give it time to speak to me every day?  

9. Am I enjoying prayer?  

10. When did I last speak to someone else about my faith?  

11. Do I pray about the money I spend?  

12. Do I get to bed on time and get up on time?  

13. Do I disobey God in anything?  

14. Do I insist upon doing something about which my 

conscience is uneasy?  

15. Am I defeated in any part of my life?  

16. Am I jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy, or 

distrustful?  

17. How do I spend my spare time? 

18. Am I proud? 

19.  Do I thank God that I am not as other people, 

especially as the Pharisees who despised the publican? 

20. Is there anyone whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticize, 

hold a resentment toward or disregard? If so, what am I 

doing about it?  

21. Do I grumble or complain constantly?  

22. Is Christ real to me? 

HELP NEED – SATURDAY, 17 September: Ami needs 

your help; our church youth program needs your help to 

make “Worship in the Woods” at Horton Haven Christian 

Camp happen.  The Church Van is currently down for 

repairs and at least one other vehicle with two adults is 

needed plus another adult to go with Ami to transport the 

youth to and from the event. They’ll be leaving the church 

at 3:00 pm and returning around 10:00 pm. 

 

 

**ATTENTION** 

Missing or misplaced from the Pantry is a plastic box 

of plastic forks.  If anybody sees it or finds it, please 

return it to the Pantry. 
  
Patricia Anderson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The wealth we have is determined by God. 
“But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives 
you the ability to produce wealth” (Deuteronomy 8:18). 

 

https://twkumc.org/
https://twkumc.org/
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
   As such I want to spotlight one of our incredible 

volunteers KAYLA BAILEY DUTTON.  Kayla is a 

member of our Kingdom Kids Preschool team and helps 

almost every Sunday with Children’s Church.  The first 

thing I noticed about Kayla was her kind heart and caring 

nature.  However, the thing that stands out about her to me 

is her love for God’s people.  She never forgets a name 

and knows siblings, parents and everyone associated with 

each child.  Some of us struggle to remember all the 

connections, but not Kayla!   

   Kayla has been married to Jeremy for 8 years and has 

two beautiful incredible children:  Lainey and Owen and 

two fur babies, their dog Chuy and cat Khloe.  Kayla is a 

local and graduated from Coffee County High School. 

Kayla loves the beach, and her hobbies include reading, 

hiking and going to the pool with her sweet kiddos.  Kayla 

has several favorite Bible verses but one of them is 

Matthew 6:34 “Therefore do not be anxious about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for 

itself.  Sufficient for the day is its own troubles”.  Kayla is 

a true treasure, and we are honored to have her on our 

team.  Make sure to say “Hi” to Kayla if you see 

her.  Until then, I’ll see you at church! 
  
In Christ,  

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com  

 

 FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 

      Can you believe we are already in the month of 

September? Time flies when you’re having fun. FUN is 

what we are having here at FUMC-CLC. We are kicking 

off the month of September with Farm week & our Grand 

Parent breakfast. We are looking forward to having the 

students spend breakfast with their grandparents or any 

grand person in their life. I also wanted to remind you that 

if you’d love to see our FUMC-CLC preschool ministry in 

action please let me know. I’d love to show you around the 

classrooms and let you see our teachers and students in 

action. I have had a couple of our church members reach 

out to me already and I’m looking forward to them coming 

by. 

   Please keep our preschool ministry in your prayers as we 

minister, teach, and love these students and their families.  

  Be the Light for all to see. Matthew 5:16 ~ A great 

reminder to us all to Be the LIGHT for HIM!   
 
Mrs. Angie  

FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                      Sep 4 
Sunday School                   62 
8:55 Service                        45 
10:55 Service                                          83                          
Facebook Live                    109 
                      
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
    Sep 4 
Sunday School  62.00 
Coffee Time  9.00 
Missions     1,280.00 
Good Samaritan  185.00 
Family Fund  50.00 
Music Ministry  50.00 
Communion Rail  23.00 
Pastor Discretionary  200.00 
Standing Stone  20.00 
Weekly Required  9,684.00 
Contributions  12,695.00 
YTD Offering             322,102.00 
YTD Required             348,624.00 
(+/-) Difference             -26,522.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
 
Week of September 4    Tommy Potuk 
Week of September 11                             Buddy Riddle 
 
Altar Guild 
September        Susan Wakeman & Debra Thorington 
October                           Joane Cassady & Kay Pratt 

 
Counters 
September           Deborah Amacher & Mark Williams 
October      Butch Neiderhauser & Virginia McKee 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
September     Ann Spaulding 
October     Brenda Fibelkorn 
 
Door Greeters 
September 11          Claus & Lois Thormaehlen 
                                                     Phyllis Dix & Trish Porter  
September18               Sarah & Tommy Potuk 
                                                            Roger & Kimla Weeks  
 
Coffee Time 
September 11     Trish Porter 
September 18                                  Julie Giffin
    

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

Memorials & Honorariums 

A gift was given to the pastor discretionary fund 

in memory of Dave & Bonna Murphy by the 

Family of Dave & Bonna Murphy. 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Niki Harrell  
Dorothy Bon   Belinda Ferrell 
Mary Frances Brantley Jerry Watkins     
Marie Kimble   Charles Roberts 
Chris Tench       Michael Crouse   
Joe Hooie             Joe Burt  
Nancy White      Bishop McAlilly   
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Mary & Don Rounds 
    
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 
though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 
like your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll 

down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 

and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 

pray for you. This is available 24/7. Of course, the 

church staff is available during the day at 931-728-

4624 to talk with you when you have prayer request. 
 

 
Sep 7 – Sep 13, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 

Sep 7 Jennifer Clark 
Sep 9 Richard Eddings 
Sep 9 Alex Hamrick 

Sep 11 Stephen Lee 
Sep 12 Frank Langham 
Sep 13 Sarah Eddings 
Sep 13 Brett Henley 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it does not appear above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 

**FINANCIAL SECRETARY OPENING- The Church 

has an opening for a Financial Secretary.  If you or 

someone you know are interested in applying, please 

contact the Church Office for a job description. 

 

 

Hang Out Event 
 
Hello, church! 

   Your Hangout Youth are super busy over the next few 

weeks!!! 

   In Sunday School this week we talked about courage. 

According to Google courage is the choice and willingness to 

confront agony, pain, danger, uncertainty, or intimidation. In 

our video, Ben Pierce said that courage was a decision rather 

than a feeling. We talked about the fact that God calls us to do 

things that require courage. We made a list of things that we 

feel like He’s calling us to do, believing in God, teaching in 

Africa, going to church, being more faithful, being kind, being 

more open to talking about God, and expressing vulnerability 

all made the list. 

   On Sunday and Wednesday night we are practicing for 

Youth Sunday. I don’t know about the kids, but I’m getting 

excited about Youth Sunday (other than the preaching part.) I 

hope you’ll join us for that on September 25. We’ll be in 

charge of both services that morning. 

   Thank you so much for those of you who have signed up to 

help volunteer for Hangout Youth! We truly appreciate it. If 

you haven’t signed up, there are still spots available. Once we 

get the van back, I will be needing someone to ride with me to 

pick up and drop off students. I also posted a request for help 

with an event we plan to go to on September 17. You can find 

more information about that event on our church Facebook 

page. I’m in need of an adult to ride with me, and possibly 2 

more adults for a second vehicle. I apologize for the 

inconvenience, but without a van, it’s all I can do. 

Upcoming events: 

Sept 11- Pool party at the Rec- we will meet at the church at 

5:30. Please have your ride meet you at the Rec Center at 8. 

Sept 17- Worship in the Woods- we will leave from church 

around 3pm, and get Back around 10. 

Sept 18- No Hangout 

Sept 25- Youth Sunday- I need you in the sanctuary at 8am. 

We’ll do both services, and will have lunch after. You’re ride 

will need to pick you up around 1pm. There will be no 

Hangout that night. 
   
Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 KINGDOM KIDS 
     This week we honored our AMAZING volunteers in 

Kingdom Kids!  We truly have the BEST volunteers you 

could ever imagine!  I want to give another HUGE shout out 

to all our amazing team!  They feed, give snacks, go down 

waterslides, teach, engage, play games, ride/drive the van, go 

on field trips, play games, and so much more!  Also, they 

teach not only the word of God through the Bible but through 

their amazing example!   
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