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From the Pastor’s Desk      
 

   I want to share my heart with you today.   I want to 

share a struggle that I believe we all (or most of us 

anyway) participate in almost a daily basis.  Lastly, I 

want to encourage you with what some will see as a 

challenge. 
   I was asked a question over twenty years ago that I 

have never forgotten.  It came from a church member 

who really did not know what she was asking, nor 

did she know how I would take it.  She was sincere 

when she asked the question, and not to judge but the 

question I think showed the condition of her 

heart.  Other folks have asked the same question in 

different ways, and I know that I have struggled with 

it as well.  The question posed to this preacher was. 

"Preacher Can I do this and that and still be a 

Christian."  "Can I do what I want in this situation 

and still go to heaven."   My initial thought was, "If 

you really thought there was nothing wrong with the 

upcoming action you want to take you would not 

have ever asked about it.  Evidently her conscience 

was already bothering her, and the Holy Spirit was 

already convicting her."      

I have thought about her question many times over 

the last twenty years, I know there have been times 

when I have looked for loop holes in the scripture 

and in my conduct so that I could follow the desires 

of the flesh instead of the leading of the spirit. 

 1. How often do we look for loopholes in our 

spiritual lives. 

 (Take tithing and forgiveness as examples) 

2. How often do we say, "It is easier to get 

forgiveness than permission." 

3. How often do we justify our actions be comparing 

what we do as not being as bad as someone else's sin. 

4.  How often do we want to just get by. 

 5.  How often do we think of Christianity only in 

terms of getting to go to Heaven instead of walking 

with God on a daily basis.  Continued page 4…. 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   In his book “Mere Christianity,” author 

C.S. Lewis wrote, "Do not waste your time 

bothering whether you 'love' your neighbor 

act as if you did. As soon as we do this, we 

find one of the great secrets. When you are 

behaving as if you loved someone, you will 

presently come to love him. If you injure 

someone you dislike, you will find yourself 

disliking him more. If you do him a good 

turn, you will find yourself disliking him 

less." 

   Let’s face it, there are some folks that are 

pretty hard to love!  I remember seeing 

Christian humorist Mike Warnke for the 

first time back in the early 1970s.  Warnke 

describes himself as an “old hippie” and he 

is!  Here was this long haired, scruffy dude 

talking about the love of God.  He said “it is 

not in me to love people with short hair!  

But I have to because God expects and 

commands me to!”   

   Even within the Body of Christ there are 

those who are difficult to love and forgive.  

But we should take the advice of C. S. 

Lewis and behave “as if” we love someone 

and we will find that we, indeed, will 

develop a level of love for them!  

Remember, God loves us no matter what, so 

we need to love like God loves!  Right? 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk      

  

Continued from page 1…. 

On the flip side of the same coin is: 

1. Deuteronomy 6:5  "Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. 

2. Joshua 24:15 and 18 states,  "But as for me and 

my house we will serve the Lord."  

3.  What if Simon Peter had looked for loopholes, 

he would have never walked on water. 

4.  If David looked for loopholes, he would have 

never been known as a man after God's on heart, 

John would never have been known as the Beloved 

Disciple. 

5.  What if Jesus had found a loophole, we would 

all be lost in our sin. 

   As we continue our faith journey may we never 

look for loopholes, May we always strive to give it 

our all.  

 

See You Sunday, 

Randy 

 
   ANNOUNCEMENT 

Due to the pandemic, we removed all the 
hymnals from the Sanctuary a few weeks ago 
and are no longer (temporarily) using 
bulletins.  But you can still follow an order of 
service on your smart phone or tablet!  Look 
for the QR code (printed on 8.5”X11” paper) on 
the table in the rear of the sanctuary, at the 
welcome center and at the ramp entry.  Open 
your smart phone’s camera app and point at 
the code.  You will see a small orange icon 
appear on your screen.  Click the icon you’ll be 
directed to the page on our church website 
which has the weekly order of service (it will 
say “Worship Order”).  You can open the 
worship order and follow it or even download 
to your device if you like!  You can also access 
it by simply going to our website, 
www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the 
“home” tab and scroll down to “Worship 
Order!” 
 

 
 

“Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various 
forms.” (1 Peter 4:10). 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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Hang Out Event  
 

   I would like to thank each and every one of you for 

the love and support you showed Hangout Youth on 

Sunday. We truly appreciate it. That being said, I 

survived my 3rd Youth Sunday! Like I said Sunday 

morning, I wear a lot of hats, but preacher is not one of 

them! In my defense, I did ask if anyone wanted to 

preach. I didn’t get any volunteers! 

   This Wednesday we will go back to our regular 

programming, so we will go back to studying the book 

of 1 Corinthians. This week we will focus on 1 

Corinthians chapter 7. In this chapter we are reminded 

that our days on this earth are numbered, and we have 

to live in the hope of our future lives with Jesus in 

heaven. Paul reminds us that in every season of our 

lives, our lives are all about Jesus. No matter what your 

relationship status is, God has a plan for you right 

where you are-and it’s a beautiful plan. 

   If you aren’t a part of an adult bible study on 

Wednesday night, I encourage you to attend. Bible 

studies start at 6. If you like to eat, Ms. Princess serves 

up some amazing food on Wednesday nights from 5-6. 

She’s amazing! If you don’t want to do an adult bible 

study, then you're more than welcome to join us in the 

youth room after dinner. We’d love to have you! If you 

know a middle school or high school student that isn’t 

involved in a youth group, please send them our way! 

We meet on Sundays and Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30. 

 

Be Blessed,  

Ami Shedd 

Manchester FUMC Hangout Youth 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 
HEALTH CHECK VOLUNTEERS 

We are in need of volunteers on Sunday mornings for both 

services to assist with the HEALTH CHECKS at the front 

door ramp and the basement door.  This would include 

taking temperatures and giving out masks and hand sanitizer 

for those you need these items. If you are able to volunteer 

please email the church secretary at 

manchesterfumc@gmail.com or call the church office at 

728-4624 with the dates and services you are available. 

 

KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   This week in the Children’s Dept., we finish up 

the month in John 21:1-19 with an incredible 

moment between Jesus and Peter.  After denying 

Jesus three times, Peter was feeling guilty and 

ashamed.  But Jesus still had plans for Peter.  Jesus 

forgave Peter and restored the broken friendship. 

When we put our faith in Jesus, Jesus offers that 

same forgiveness to us.  In turn, we can offer 

forgiveness to others. 

  

Bottom Line: Friends forgive one another. 

 

   As kids learn God’s incredible forgiveness 

through Jesus, we pray they start to understand mor 

about how they can forgive their own friends.  It’s 

not just accepting an apology and saying it’s alright.  

We pray that kids understand how they can forgive 

others and work to rebuild the friendships that are 

worth saving. 

 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
 

 It is time for Samaritan’s Purse 

Shoeboxes again.  There are paper and plastic boxes 

and brochures at the ramp entrance under the coat 

rack.  Please bring shoeboxes to the church on 

November 8th, 15th and 22nd.  They will be blessed 

on the altar November 22nd before they are taken to 

the distribution center.  Thank you for your 

participation. 

 
 

 

ATTENDANCE AND FINANCE REPORT  
will appear in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

Building Checker 
Week of October 4    Mike Anderson 
Week of October 11    Roger Weeks 
Altar Guild 
For the Month of September    Sue Wakeman 
    Debra Thorington 
For the Month of October      Joane Cassady 
    Kay Pratt 
Counters 
For the Month of September     Deborah Amacher 
    Mark Williams 
For the Month of October     Virginia Mckee 
    Butch Niederhauser 
Greeters 
Week of October 4             Lois and Claus Thormaehlen 
                                             Leslie Trussler and Ed Henley 
Week of October 11              Lois and Claus Thormaehlen 
                                             Leslie Trussler and Ed Henley 
Kitchen Monitors  
For the Month of September    Ann Spaulding 
For the Month of October      Topsy Layne 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
 
 

 
   Thank you is definitely not enough to say 
for all the people that has touched my life 
during these sad days.  The memorials, calls, 
food, visits and many many cards.  I have 
read each note that was written to me. 
   Thank you, ladies, for the nice bereavement 
meal.  Bob loved his church and enjoyed 
serving in any way he could as long as his 
health would let him.  I want each one to 
know I greatly appreciate the love shown for 
Bob and to me. 
 
With Love, 
Nellie Leonard 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

 

Bernice Thornton  Judy Starr 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Nellie Leonard      Billie Danford 
Mary & Don Rounds  DeeAnna Morton 
Betsy & Hursel Shanks     Jennifer Burroughs 
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky     
                 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

 
 

September 30 – October 6, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Oct 1 Ginger Day 

Oct 1 JoAnn Hartman 

Oct 2 Phyllis Dix 

Oct 2 Vivian Henley 

Oct 3 Deborah Amacher 

Oct 3 Linda Langham 

Oct 4 Ben Spaulding 

Oct 5  Julie Giffin 

Oct 6 Suzanne Smead 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday 
 

mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
mailto:manchesterfumc@gmail.com
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