
September 29, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   This coming Sunday Oct. 3rd, 2021, we will be 

observing World Communion. World Communion 

Sunday is always the first Sunday of October.  World 

Communion Sunday reminds us of God's love for the 

whole world not just the section of the world that we 

live in.   

   It is mind blowing for me to ponder that on this day 

the church universal will be observing the sacred 

ritual of Holy Communion.  We are a part of 

something so much larger than ourselves.  Think 

about it Methodist in Manchester, Baptist in Texas, 

Catholics in Boston, and Mennonites in Ohio all 

partaking of the sacrament on the same day.    

   I hope you will make a special effort to be present 

at the  LORD'S TABLE this coming Sunday.  It is 

his table, it belongs to him, and all are invited.  Many 

times, people feel like they don't belong, but the good 

news is that all are invited and welcome at his table.    

   Everyone that belongs to Jesus belongs to everyone 

else that belongs to Jesus.  We are one in HIM.  

   

See you Sunday at HIS TABLE!!!!!  

RANDY  

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   Do you remember a show on TV called “The X 

Files?”  The tag line was “the truth is out 

there.”  People are seeking  truth.  It is disturbing to 

me to see how incredibly gullible our culture has 

become.  Folks will believe just about 

anything.  There is a tremendous volume of 

MISINFORMATION and DISINFORMATION 

today.  Misinformation is false or inaccurate 

information while disinformation is false info that is 

intended to mislead people.  Both of these practices 

are, in my opinion, evil and rampant in our culture. 

   But this is a great opportunity for the 

Church!  Those of us who are Christ-followers 

KNOW THE TRUTH.  I mean, we literally know 

“THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE!  It is 

Jesus.  And because of this, we have a “lens” with 

which to discern truth from the lies of dis/mis 

information.   People are seeking the truth.  We 

always have and always will.  And let us not forget 

that God has ALWAYS HAD A PEOPLE!  God has 

commissioned us to lead others to THE 

TRUTH.  What a monumental responsibility we 

have!  But with God, all things are possible.  Join 

me today in a prayer that we see a great 

awakening.  Not just for the church, but for all those 

being misled who will come to know Him-not just 

for the sake of the church but for the sake of the 

Kingdom!    
 

Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

September 29, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 
Back again this week as we share more of the Local 

Ministries. 

Crisis Pregnancy Assistance, Inc. is an organization 

that provides free pregnancy tests, pregnancy 

counseling, abstinence counseling, baby materials 

as available, and adoption/physician referrals.  

Contact Lifeline is now a part of Family Counseling 

Center of Middle Tennessee and is known as Access 

Hope.  It is “a safe, confidential phone line where you 

can discuss personal struggles with certified crisis 

workers. Completely free and available 24/7.”  There’s 

always a real person, not automated. 

Good Samaritan is a local food bank at which a 

number of our congregation volunteer.  Food is 

distributed to Coffee County residents in need.  There 

are also limited funds for help with utilities.  Good 

Samaritan has been able to continue providing 

assistance throughout this pandemic, although their 

procedures have changed somewhat.  FUMC has  

supported this ministry since it began. 

All God’s Children is a ministry of Manchester First 

Presbyterian Church that cares for children in the 

Westwood area after school.  They provide tutoring 

and snacks.  Many are the Hispanic children who 

participate in our Children’s Ministry. 

We Care is an event of the Family Resource Center of 

Manchester City Schools.  It has a name change but 

continues to provide back-to-school items for 

disadvantaged children in Manchester City Schools as 

they prepare for back to school. 

Alliance for Community Outreach provides pastoral 

ministry outreach to those individuals in crisis/need.  

They give spiritual encouragement, counseling, offer 

support groups and referrals.  Rev. Benny Benjamin is 

the founder of this branch. 

The One Day of Hope event has been cancelled this 

year because of Covid.  However, they are collecting 

shampoo and coats and still taking donations.  Faith 

Mission still supports their general expenses. 

 

HELP NEEDED 

A local family helped by Faith Missions is in need of a 

car to borrow while their car is being repaired.  If you 

are able to assist this family, please contact Marie 

Kimble at 931-409-1935. 

 
 

 

 

Those who serve God behind the scenes will 
share in the reward just as much as those 
whose service is more visible. 
“...The share of the man who stayed with the 
supplies is to be the same as that of him who 
went down to the battle. All will share alike”      
(1 Samuel 30:24) 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

   In our final week, we head to Nehemiah 3–4, 6:15-

16, and 8:1-17 and read that God helped Nehemiah 

and the people finish the wall in only 52 days! They 

celebrated what God had done for them, not only 

during those 52 days but throughout their history as 

His people. They heard God’s word and remembered 

how God had been faithful to them. They had a lot to 

be thankful for!  

Bottom Line: Look for ways to celebrate what 

God has done.  

   When we realize that God is doing amazing things 

in our lives, we can’t help but thank Him. We pray 

that throughout this month, looking at Nehemiah’s 

story, kids will see how God helps them every day. 

We hope they learn to celebrate God’s continued 

work in their lives.  
 
Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

 

Memorials & Honorariums 

 

A gift was given to the music fund in memory of 

Vivian Henley by Ken & Nancy Huddleston. 

 

Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of 

Terry McMahan by Jimmy & Nancy White and 

Evelyn Farrell and Claus & Lois Thormaehlen. 

 

A gift was given to missions in memory of Terry 

McMahan by Dennis & Brenda Bryan. 

 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 29 

Hot Dog/Bun, 

Baked Beans 

Fruit Salad, 

Cookies 

October 6 

Fall Break 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                  Sep 26 
Sunday School                            37 
8:25 Service                            44 
10:55 Service                                         57                            
Facebook Live                       112
                 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                    Sep 26 
Sunday School  47.00 
Youth  350.00 
Missions   80.00 
Music  100.00 
One Day of Hope  20.00 
Memorials to General Fund 50.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  5,075.00 
YTD Offering  336,238.00 
YTD Required  358,956.00 
(+/-) Difference  -22,718.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of Sept 26     Daniel Porter 
Week of October 3                Mike Anderson 
 
Altar Guild 
September        Susan Wakeman & Debra Thorington 
October     Joane Cassady & Kay Pratt 
 
Counters 
September                         Richard Dix & Mike Anderson 
October  Butch Neiderhauser & Virginia McKee 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
September     Lois Thormaehlen 
October     Topsy Layne  
 
Door Greeters 
October 3         Deborah Blanton & Terri Christian 
      Leslie Trussler & Ed Henley 
October 10                 Deborah Blanton & Terri Christian 
      Leslie Trussler & Ed Henley 
 
Coffee Time 
October 3     Trish Anderson 
October 10                           Trish Anderson 
 
Communion  
October 
Preparer     Billie Danford 
Servers’ 1st Service   Reesa Brown  
       Ami Shedd 
Servers’ 2nd Service                    Julie Giffin  
                                                                               Kaye Tracy 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Dorothy Bon    Mary & Don Rounds 
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother   

 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 
they may not be listed above. 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you.  This 

is available 24/7.  Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
   

Sept 29–Oct 5, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Sep 29 Jerry Bailey 
Oct 1 Ginger Day 
Oct 1 JoAnn Hartman 
Oct 2 Phyllis Dix 
Oct 3 Deborah Amacher 
Oct 3 Linda Langham 
Oct 4 Ben Spaulding 
Oct 5 Julie Giffin 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 
  

   In Sunday School this week we finished our lesson on 

Bold Faith. We learned that God is who He says He is 

and that He never breaks His promises. God’s promises 

are greater than our circumstances. Sometimes we have 

doubts and unanswered questions. Peter had doubts too, 

and Jesus still said he was the rock on which He would 

build His church. When we have doubts and questions, 

we should give them to Jesus.  

   Sunday night at Hangout we started a study called 

Better Than One. This week’s lesson focused on the 

problem of friendship. It taught us that friend can make 

us better or they can get us into trouble. It taught us that 

social media can make us feel isolated and lonely, and 

that it’s important to find friends that will help us grow 

closer to Christ. It’s also important for us to be that kind 

of friend for others. 

   Wednesday night at Hangout we began studying who 

the Bible tells us we are in Christ. In this study we will 

dig into the Gospels and find out who Christ tells us we 

are in Him. 

   There will be no Hangout the week of Fall Break 

(October 3 or 6), so after this week, we’ll meet again on 

October 10. 

   I will be ordering spots for BigStuf the week of Fall 

Break, and I am so excited!  

   As always, if you would like to feed us on a Sunday 

night, we’d be more than happy for you to do that. Just 

let me know. Only date taken right now is October 10. 

   Thank you for your support of the youth! 
 
Be Blessed 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  

 

ONE DAY OF HOPE 
With the continued rise in Covid-19 cases, the board 

made the choice to cancel ODOH for 2021. However, 

we are still collecting some items. These items will be 

given out via Good Samaritan and the school system, as 

well as other avenues. The board also plans to give out 

coats and shoes through the school system, on an as 

needed basis or ‘by appointment only’.  Items still 

needed are shampoo and coats (children and 

adults).  THANK YOU for your continued support of 

this home mission which brings over 80 churches 

together to serve for one day.   
 
Maggie R. Smith 
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