
September 16, 2020                                                                       Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk  

 

   As I sit here in my office on this Monday morning, 

I am wondering about something, and the something 

is this.  What will the rest of this day, and the rest of 

this week and month be like for me? I am wondering 

what the rest of the year 2020 hold for the human 

family.  

   There will be up's and down's, high's and low's, 

defeats, and victories. We can anticipate these events, 

long for them, and prepare for them. 

    As I sit here in a reflective mode, I am comforted 

by the words of Ralph Abernathy who said, "I don't 

know what the future holds, but I do know who holds 

the future."  

   I hope to see you Sunday as we worship the one 

who gives us a future and has our future in his hands. 

 

See you Sunday, 

Randy 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   Confidence can be defined as “the state of 

being certain about the truth of something.” 

There is a great story from the late 

sportscaster Jim McKay about Alabama 

football coach, Bear Bryant. "We were out 

shooting ducks, and finally, after about 

three hours, here comes one lonely duck. 

The Bear fires. And that duck is still flying 

today. But Bear watched the duck flap 

away, he looked at me and said, 'John, you 

are witnessing a genuine miracle. There 

flies a dead duck!'" 

    Ok, maybe sometimes “confidence” can 

be confused with stretching the truth. But as 

Christians you and I are encouraged to have 

confidence in our faith in and service to 

God. Hebrews 4:16 says “Let us then with 

confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 

that we may receive mercy and find grace 

to help in time of need.” I love the words to 

that old Gospel song: “Many things about 

tomorrow I don’t seem to understand. But I 

know who holds tomorrow, and I know 

who holds my hand!” 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

September 16, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Due to the pandemic, we removed all the hymnals 
from the Sanctuary a few weeks ago and are no 
longer (temporarily) using bulletins.  But you can 
still follow an order of service on your smart phone 
or tablet!  Look for the QR code (printed on 
8.5”X11” paper) on the table in the rear of the 
sanctuary, at the welcome center and at the ramp 
entry.  Open your smart phone’s camera app and 
point at the code.  You will see a small orange icon 
appear on your screen.  Click the icon you’ll be 
directed to the page on our church website which 
has the weekly order of service (it will say “Worship 
Order”).  You can open the worship order and 
follow it or even download to your device if you 
like!  You can also access it by simply going to our 
website, www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the 
“home” tab and scroll down to “Worship Order!” 
 

It is time for Samaritan’s Purse 

Shoeboxes again.  There are paper and plastic 

boxes and brochures at the ramp entrance under the 

coat rack.  Please bring shoeboxes to the church on 

November 8th, 15th and 22nd.  They will be blessed 

on the altar November 22nd before they are taken to 

the distribution center.  Thank you for your 

participation. 
   
 

 
September 16 – September 22, 2020 Church Family 

Birthdays 
 

Sept 16 Freddie Fibelkorn 
Sept 18 Patricia Anderson 

Sept 22 Nancy Cummins 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday 

“Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various 
forms.” (1 Peter 4:10). 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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Hang Out Event  
 

   In this week’s Sunday School lesson, Tim Tebow 

told 2 stories. In his first story he talked about a time 

when he was playing college football and they were 

playing a rival team. Early in the game a defensive line 

guy from the other team was talking smack. He even 

spit on Tim. When his offensive line saw that, they 

were ready to fight, but Tim encouraged them to take it 

out on him on the field instead of fighting, and they 

did. His offensive line had his back, and God always 

has ours. We might not always realize he is there, but 

he is. His second story was about a 15-year-old girl 

named Sarah who had cancer. She had fought for years, 

and finally the doctors told her that there wasn’t much 

left that they could do, and she only had 6 hours to live. 

She was determined to make it to Night to Shine which 

was about 2 months away. She made it through that 

first day and night and started rebounding. On her 16th 

birthday about a week before Night to Shine, she took a 

turn for the worse and doctors told her there was no 

way she’d be able to live that long, but she was 

determined. The day before Night to Shine she told her 

parents that she didn’t care what it took, she was going, 

so they started making arrangements and reservations. 

The next morning, they started getting her ready: fancy 

dress, hair, nails, the whole 9 yards. She got out of her 

limo that night and rolled her wheelchair down the red 

carpet. She rolled all the way to the dance floor where 

she ditched the wheelchair and danced. She was the last 

one to leave. She had the best time. She passed away a 

few days later but was able to spend time one on one 

with each family member before she died. She made 

every day she was alive count, and that’s what we are 

called to do. We are supposed to look for opportunities 

to share our God with others and look for ways to help 

others. 

   From now until September 27th we will be focused 

on preparing for Youth Sunday. There will be no Youth 

that night. If anybody wants to preach, let me know! 

Lol I’ll gladly hand that over! 

 

Stay well and be a blessing,  

Ami Shedd 

Manchester FUMC Hangout Youth 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 

KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   This week in the children's dept, we return to 1 

Samuel 20 for one of the most famous friendships 

in the entire Bible: David and Jonathan. These guys 

went through a lot together. From making a promise 

to help each other to escaping the dangers of 

Jonathan’s own father, King Saul, they showed us 

exactly what it meant for friends to love each other. 

 

 Bottom Line: Friends love one another.  

 

   Just like David and Jonathan, friends can show 

how they love each other by the way they care for 

one another and go above and beyond to help each 

other succeed. It’s this sort of love we experience 

through Jesus. We pray that kids will follow Him 

and learn how they can help their friends know how 

much they’re loved. 
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
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I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
 

Attendance:                             September 13 
Sunday School                    40 
8:25 Service           41   
10:55 Service           45 
Facebook Live      335 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
 

                                                  Total of September 13 
Radio Bible Class                                         60.00 
Youth                                          75.00 
Memorial to the General Fund                               145.00 
Good Samaritan                                        100.00 
Children’s Ministry                                        100.00 
Missions                                                                   3030.00 
Required Weekly                                                   9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                             9,247.00  
Year-to-date offering                          314,825.00         
Offering needed to date                                   340,548.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                  -25,723.00 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

Building Checker 
Week of September 20    Roger Weeks 
Week of September 27    Daniel Porter 
Altar Guild 
For the Month of September    Sue Wakeman 
    Debra Thorington 
For the Month of October      Joane Cassady 
    Kay Pratt 
Counters 
For the Month of September     Deborah Amacher 
    Mark Williams 
For the Month of October     Virginia Mckee 
    Butch Niederhauser 
Greeters 
Week of September 20                 Sarah and Tom Potuk 
                                                       Kimla and Roger Weeks 
Week of September 27               Sarah and Tom Potuk 
                                                        Kimla and Roger Weeks 
Kitchen Monitors  
For the Month of September    Ann Spaulding 
For the Month of October      Topsy Layne 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 
Layla and Drayton Brooks were born 

September13, 2020. Layla weighs 5 lbs. 1 oz and 

Drayton weighs 4 lbs. 3 oz. The happy parents are 

Aaron & Noelle Brooks.  She is joined by sister 

Emerson. Their proud Grandparents Dana & Pam 

Brooks.  Both babies are currently in the NICU at 

Vanderbilt Hospital doing great. 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

 

Bernice Thornton  Judy Starr 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Nellie Leonard      Billie Danford 
Mary & Don Rounds  DeeAnna Morton 
Betsy & Hursel Shanks     Jennifer Burroughs 
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky     
                 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

 

SALLIE O’NEAL FELLOWSHIP 

 

Sallie O’Neal Fellowship will be meeting Monday, 

September 21st, 7 pm in the church Parlor. As 

always, we will practice social distancing and want 

to encourage all members to attend. The fellowship 

last month was “a breath of fresh air” being back 

together. Hope to see you then. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 

 
September 23 

Hamburger/Bun 

French Fries 

Lettuce, Tomato/Etc. 

Strawberry Cake 

 

September 30 

Fried Chicken/Roll 

Mashed Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Banana Pudding 

 

 
 

Memorials & Honorariums 
A gift to the Children’s Ministry was given in 

Memory of Bob Leonard by Daniel & Trish 

Porter. 
 

Gifts to the General Fund were given in Memory 

of Bob Leonard by Ken & Marie Kimble, Roy & 

Doris Hendrix, Bud & Pam Riddle and Gladys 

Barclay. 

 

Gifts to Good Samaritan were given in Memory 

of Bob Leonard by Max & Judy Hester and 

James & Betty Wilhelm. 

 

A gift to the Children’s Ministry was given in 

Memory of Jeff Patterson by Daniel & Trish 

Porter. 
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