
September 1, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   Have you ever noticed that people deal with tough 

times differently? Take Thomas Edison for example 

on December 10, 1914, the buildings that housed 

much of his experimental laboratories went up in 

flames. He and his company lost everything in the 

laboratory fire.    

   Many people were simply distraught and were 

waiting for the 67-year-old Edison to arrive the 

morning after the fire and put things into perspective 

and plan for the future.   

   The next morning after Thomas Edison had walked 

in the ruins and the rubble of the property, he 

released this statement.  "There is great value in this 

disaster for all of the mistakes we have ever made are 

now burned up and we can start again."  Wow, what 

an attitude.  It really is true that nothing can defeat 

the woman or man that simply will not be defeated.    

   

Have a great week,  

 Randy Brown  

  

 

 

RADIO BIBLE CLASS 
PSA…Please be advised that WMSR Radio, (1320 

AM & 107.9 FM) will NOT be airing ANY religious 

broadcasting on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 

5th, 2021, due to “Radio Bonnaroo” using their 

station!  This means that our “Radio Bible Class” 

lesson which usually airs at 10:00 AM AND our 

10:55 AM service of worship will not air on that day.  

You can still catch the service on FACEBOOK 

LIVE by navigating to “Manchester First United 

Methodist Church” on Facebook OR go to our 

website, www.manchesterfirst.org and click on the 

link right there on our home page! 

 
 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   The other day I was looking through my Google 

photos searching for a particular picture.  After 

searching for almost an hour (and NOT finding the 

pic I was looking for!) I determined that I have a 

“boatload” of photos!   

   But the other, more important thing that came to 

mind is that I also have (outside of a LARGE 

family) a great many friends!  I am very grateful for 

this! 

   Augustine once said, “I would rather have 

speeches that are true than those which contain 

merely nice distinctions. Just as I would rather have 

friends who are wise than merely those who are 

handsome!”  I am not going to identify my friends 

who are both wise and handsome, but you know 

who you are! 

   Our church has so far navigated our way through 

an unprecedented pandemic.  But we find ourselves 

in the past few months saying goodbye to some very 

good friends who happen to be staff members.  Judy 

Brooks resigned a few months ago from CLC after a 

long and storied tenure.  Then Brooke Hazen left us 

to pursue her medical career in Nashville and now 

we are saying goodbye to Jackie Connelly, who has 

done a most remarkable job as our children’s 

minister!  Tom has been a vital part of our handbell 

ministry. 

   In light of these staff changes, I cannot help but 

think of the words to that great Michael W. Smith 

song “Friends.”  “And friends are friends forever if 

the Lord’s the Lord of them, and a friend will not 

say never, ‘cause the welcome will not end.  

Though it’s hard to let you go, in the Father’s hands 

we know that a lifetime’s not too long to live as 

friends!” 

God speed Jackie and Tom!  We’ll miss you! 

   

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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   Even though we have not discussed all the Local 

Ministries, we’ll jump to some Regional Ministries 

this week. 

   Mustard Seed Ranch is in Cookeville, TN.  

Currently there are 3 homes, 2 for boys and 1 for girls.  

They are currently working on two more homes so 

they can serve more children.  With donations of time 

and resources, they remain debt free.  Their mission: 

“We seek to help children heal from their past and 

build the foundation for a promising future through a 

nurturing family environment and a focus on Christian 

values.”  Mustard Seed Ranch is one of the State’s 

preferred Residential Licensed Child Care Agencies.  

They have been serving children for over a decade. 

   Mercy Multiplied, originally known as Mercy 

Ministries is a nonprofit Christian organization 

founded in 1983 by Nancy Alcorn (Manchester 

native). From their web page: “Mercy exists to provide 

opportunities for all to experience God’s unconditional 

love, forgiveness, and life-transforming power. Our 

residential program is voluntary, biblically based, and 

free-of-charge for women ages 13-32; our outpatient 

services are free-of-charge for women ages 13 and 

older; and our Outreach Services offer multiple 

resources online and onsite designed to equip men and 

women of all ages to live free and stay free in Jesus 

Christ.” 

   Hopefully, you’ve heard of Isaiah 117 House as it 

has been mentioned in church recently. The house is 

being built to help children transition into foster care 

when they are removed from their homes after concern 

for their safety. Children are brought here to wait as 

the Department of Children’s Services Offices locate a 

foster family for them.  Often these children will have 

nothing with them, and Isaiah 117 House will provide 

baths, clean clothes, toys, and loving care as they wait.  

Isaiah 117 House serves children in Coffee, Franklin, 

and Grundy counties. 

 

 

 

FLOWER MINISTRY 

If you have any bud vases you would like to donate, please 

drop them by the church office during business hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

Those who serve God behind the scenes will 
share in the reward just as much as those 
whose service is more visible. 
“...The share of the man who stayed with the 
supplies is to be the same as that of him who 
went down to the battle. All will share alike”      
(1 Samuel 30:24) 
 
 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/


September 1, 2021  Midweek Visitor 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

   This week we look at Nehemiah 3–4, 6:15-16, and 

8:1-17 and read that God helped Nehemiah and the 

people finish the wall in only 52 days! They 

celebrated what God had done for them, not only 

during those 52 days but throughout their history as 

His people. They heard God’s word and remembered 

how God had been faithful to them. They had a lot to 

be thankful for!  

Bottom Line: Look for ways to celebrate what 

God has done.  

   When we realize that God is doing amazing things 

in our lives, we can’t help but thank Him. We pray 

that throughout this month, looking at Nehemiah’s 

story, kids will see how God helps them every day. 

We hope they learn to celebrate God’s continued 

work in their lives.   

   As I prepare to leave Manchester First United 

Methodist, I just want to tell you how very blessed I 

have been to be a member of the congregation, the 

choir, and the staff. You have all made me feel so 

welcome since day one.  I am excited that my best 

friend, Jessica gets to experience the love of this 

church next.  

 
Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

 

Memorials & Honorariums 
Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of 

Vivian Henley by Dr. Jay Trussler, Jimmy & Nancy 

White & Evelyn Farrell, and Jerry Reid. 
 
A gift was given to missions in memory of Vivian 

Henley by Nancy & Jack Daniel. 
 
A gift was given to missions in honor of Jackie & 

Tom Connelly by Nancy & Jack Daniel. 
 
A gift was given to the general fund in honor of 

Carolyn Norfleet by Jerry Reid. 

 

 Benjamin Richard Pacini was born Monday, 

August 23, 2021, to Elizabeth and Ryan Pacini.  He is 

welcomed by grandparents Richard & Susan Wakeman. 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My 
Presence 

Attendance:                                    Aug 29 
Sunday School        27 
8:25 Service          
10:55 Service      107 
Facebook Live        67
                 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 

                                  Total of                           Aug 29 

Sunday School  21.00 
Coffee Time  3.00 
Youth  350.00 
One Day of Hope  70.00 
Missions   310.00 
Good Samaritan  150.00 
United Methodist Women 40.00 
Memorial to General Fund 355.00 
Honorarium to General Fund 25.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  4,529.00 
YTD Offering  303,305.00 
YTD Required  322,140.00 
(+/-) Difference  -18,835.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of August 29     Dennis Bryan 
Week of September 5    Tommy Potuk 
Altar Guild 
September        Susan Wakeman & Debra Thorington 
October     Joane Cassady & Kay Pratt 
Counters 
September               Deborah Amacher & Mark Williams 
October  Butch Neiderhauser & Virginia McKee 
Kitchen Monitors 
September     Lois Thormaehlen 
October     Topsy Layne  
Door Greeters 
September 5     Debra & Jim Thorington 
      Anita Turner & Phyllis Dix 
September 12    Debra& Jim Thorington 
      Anita Turner & Phyllis Dix 
Coffee Time 
September 5     Billie Danford 
September 12    Billie Danford 
Communion  
October 
Preparer     Billie Danford 
Servers’ 1st Service   Reesa Brown  
       Ami Shedd 
Servers’ 2nd Service                    Julie Giffin  
                                                                               Kaye Tracy 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Dorothy Bon    Mary & Don Rounds  
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you.  This 

is available 24/7.  Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
Sept 1–Sept 7, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Sep 2 Mike Childs 
Sep 3 Neal Glass 
Sep 4 Nellie Leonard 
Sep 6 Jackie Connelly 
Sep 6 Paul Honeycutt 
Sep 6 Herma Pemberton 
Sep 6 Polly Simon 
Sep 7 Jennifer Clark 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 
 
 
 

DIRECTORY 
Any new members or current members who need a 

directory they have been placed at the Welcome Center.  

Please take one.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 
  
 
This week in Sunday School, we finished our game of 

charades from last week. It was an epic battle, boys vs. 

girls, and it was tied until the very last minute when the 

boys pulled off the win. The reason behind our game 

was to remind us that it might be easy to act like we have 

it all together and we’re living the way God has called us 

to, but actually living it out takes bold faith. 

   At Hangout on Sunday night, we continued planning 

our Youth Sunday service. We picked out our songs last 

week, so we’ll be practicing them and deciding who will 

have what parts in the service that morning. 

   At Hangout Wednesday night we continued our study 

of Psalm 23 focusing on verse 5. In this lesson we 

learned that not only does God accept us when we 

surrender our lives to Him, but He rejoices and delights 

in us and considers us His adopted family. 

   If you would like to help us with meals, we would 

greatly appreciate it. I will be sending out sign up seats 

around to Sunday School classes in the next few weeks. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Sept 19 Youth Sunday- no Hangout that night 

October 3- no Hangout (Fall Break) 
 

Be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 

 

MARY & MARTHA 
ATTENTION ALL LADIES!  Have you struggled to 

maintain control in the midst of the pandemic?  Do you 

desire to let go of guilt and trust God’s plan for your 

life?  It’s All Under Control is a Bible Study with 

practical exercises and Scriptural truths to guide us in 

living a life of surrender.  We will learn to make 

healthier, wiser choices about how to spend our time and 

energy as God designed.  You are invited to join the 

Mary and Martha class (Rm. 216) beginning Sept. 12 at 

10 A.M. The book can be picked up in the 

classroom. For more information, call Karla Childs at 

723-4192. 
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