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John 5:6  records that Jesus ask a man a 
question,   It was a very interesting question.  It 
was in some ways an insensitive question. The 
man had been an invalid for 38 years.  Jesus 
asked him this question, ”Do you want to get 
well?" What a strange question to ask.  Of course, 
he wanted to get well, why else would he lay by 
the pool, next to the healing waters everyday? 
 
Wait a minute, not to quick.  When you look at 
the man's response you notice two things.  The 
first thing you notice is that, he made excuses  
for his condition, instead of answering the 
question head on.  He played the blame game 
instead of taking responsibility.  As long as we 
can depend on someone else we never have to 
take full responsibility.   
 
Much more than physical health on August 26, 
2017 at 7:30 we are having our second of six 
HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS workshop led by 
Rev. Skip Armistead.  If we want to be well in our 
physical bodies we have to learn, plan, commit, 
and to practice those habits that lead to better 
health and healthier lives. If we are going to 
become a more vital, alive, THRIVING, and 
Healthier Congregation we have to incorporate 
the habit, mindset, and thinking  
that promotes that lifestyle with the 
congregation. 
 
Just a few of the things that make for healthier 
congregations are: 
1.)  Healthy Congregations accept differences 
instead of denying them 
2.) Healthy Congregations focus on their 
strengths. 
3.) Healthy Congregations are outward focused. 
4.) In Healthy Congregations people are 
challenged to do more. 

5.) In Healthy Congregations people develop 
caring relationships. 
6.) In Healthy Congregations people are 
empowered to use their spiritual gifts. 
7.) In Healthy Congregations people practice 
stewardship gratefully and willingly. 
 
Please plan to be present of Sat. August 26th for 
this training. 
 
See you Sunday, at the Healthy Place 
 
Randy 

 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 
J.S. Bach said, "All music should have no other 
end and aim than the glory of God and the soul's 
refreshment; where this is not remembered there 
is no real music but only a devilish hub-bub."  
 
Did you know Bach headed his compositions: 
"J.J." "Jesus Juva" which means "Jesus help 
me?"   He ended them "S.D.G." "Soli Dei gratia" 
which means "To God alone the praise."  
The Scripture teaches us that God “inhabits” the 
praise of His people!  So, experience the presence 
of God in your life by PRAISING HIM- maybe 
even in a song! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Dana 
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In John 12:1-8, we hear about Jesus going to eat 
with Lazarus, Mary, and Martha in their home. 
After the meal, Mary anoints Jesus' feet in 
expensive oil.  Now, we can't invite Jesus to 
dinner like they did. While he is always with us, it 
isn't in the way that allows us to anoint his feet. 
 
   When Alanna Wall was 8 years old, she knew 
she wanted to do something for sick people.  At 
first, she thought she might make headscarves for 
children diagnosed with cancer. But, her 
grandmother got her interested in glitter and nail 
polish.  When she was 10, she started polishing 
nails of cancer patients and special needs 
children.  By the time she was 12, she was the 
CEO of Polished Girls an organization that goes 
out (with volunteers) and polishes the nails of 
cancer patients and special needs children and 
educates them about the importance of hand 
washing to reduce infection rates and repeated 
hospital admissions.  
    While we can't anoint Jesus' feet, we can show 
love by serving others like Alanna does. Her 
motto is "born to rock, born to shine and born to 
serve!" We have a very special opportunity to 
serve in our community with the One Day Of 
Hope coming up in October. What can you and 
your family do? You can go buy some shampoo at 
the dollar store and donate it, you can give away 
some old clothes or shoes, or you can volunteer 
your time the day of the event (October 14). It's 
important to teach kids about spreading God's 
love, what will you do? 

Jacqueline Connelly 
jackiemconnelly@aol.com 
 

 
 
 
 

 Announcement  
The Spiritual Gifts Survey is on our church 
website: manchesterfirst.org  If you haven’t 
already completed it please do so by September 
10. We will also have hard copies available at 
church for those that wish to do it on paper. There 
are 88 questions but it   

 
 

Youth Sunday and progressive dinner were this 
past Sunday.  Thank you for all the compliments 
about the service. I am very proud of them for the 
great job they did. Also, thank you to everyone 
who participated in the progressive dinner. The 
food was delicious and the youth enjoyed being 
invited into your homes.  I really feel that the 
Holy Spirit moved through our youth in a REAL 
way this past Sunday! 
 
Here are some upcoming youth dates:  
 
Wednesday August 16, 2017  Regular youth 5:30-
7:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday August 20, 2017 Regular youth 5:30-7:30 
p.m. 
 
Wednesday August 23, 2017 Regular Youth 5:30-
7:30p.m.  
 
Sunday August 27, 2017 Regular youth 5:30-7:30 
p.m. 
 
Wednesday August 30, 2017 Regular youth 5:30-
7:30 p.m. 
 
Thank you for all the love and prayers and 
support. Thank you for allowing us to be on this 
part of your teenager’s faith journey.  
 
In the grip of HIS grace,  
 
Randa 

mailto:jackiemconnelly@aol.com
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Gifts in memory 
of  Martha Overall 
 were given to the 
General Budget by: 
Billie McEwen, Mr. & 
Mrs. Bud Riddle, 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dix, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Tidwell, Ms. Peggy 
Burris and Householder Artman.  
 
A gift in memory of Martha Overall was also 
given to the Youth Fund by Mr. & Mrs. Dan 
Drinnen and to the Fellowship Class by Craig & 
Dawn Hafer. 
 

 

Healthy Congregations 
 
We have a special opportunity on Saturday, 
August 26th, to participate in the second Healthy 
Congregations workshop with Skip Armistead. 
This program is designed to help our church 
effectively accomplish our mission, “To lead 
people to Christ and disciple believers.” 
 
Workshop One focused on how we relate to each 
other in healthy, Christ-honoring ways. Workshop 
Two on the 26th will key on how Healthy 
Congregations Respond to Anxiety. Families, 
workplaces, clubs, teams, churches—wherever 
there are people, there will be disagreements, 
misunderstandings, and anxiety. When those 
situations are handled well, the group is 
strengthened and becomes more effective. Let’s 
join to discuss typical causes of anxiety in a church 
and how we can respond in healthy ways, 
becoming stronger, more effective, and more 
Christ-like. 
 
I encourage each one of you to set aside the 
morning of Aug. 26 to learn more about this 
Biblically-based program and how we can 
THRIVE as a community of believers seeking to do 
God’s work. 
 
If you missed the first session, be sure NOT to miss 
this one. We will start with a pot luck breakfast at 
7:30 and end at noon. Everyone’s invited! 
 

 

 
Please remember students that recently graduated 
from high school and are now heading off to 
college. Also, remember their parents as they 
adjust to their absence. 
 
 
 

 
The Mid-Week visitor from August 18, 2004 
reported the following: 

• A Service of Installation for newly 
appointed Bishop Richard Wills will be 
held at Brentwood UMC in Sept. 

• Missionary Mary Jane Miller spoke at the 
August meeting of Wesley Wanderers. The 
meeting was held at St. Paul United 
Methodist Church. 

• We also ordered Bibles for upcoming 3rd 
graders: Hayley Banks, Byron Bass, Robert 
Cummins, Kyle and Matt Johnson, John 
Denton Marchesoni, Jonathan Reed, Katie 
Reid, Kristen Shelton and Anna Spellings. 

 
 

 

• Someone may “Do Big Stuf” for you 
this week!! Be aware and remember 
to thank them. 

• 21 days until the Wednesday night 
classes begin 

• 49 days until Fall Break from school 

• 133 days until Christmas!!! 
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I Will Support My Church With My Prayers 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 

Jay Newton, Terra Bingham, Allen Stone, 
Michael Starr, Landon Norwood, Nick Hill, 
Cameron Wainright, Craig Johnson; Justin 
Hendrix, and all in the military and their 
families. 

Glenn Norfleet             Cookie Brassfield     Bernice Thornton 

Dorothy Bon             Jamey Tomes                   Becky Rampy 
Coolidge Holt                       Tommy Potuk                          Hazel Brown 

Matilda Locke                       Phyllis Dix       Morgan Stevenson               

Stephanie Porter               Ralph O’Quinn & family          Alan Walker 

George Spellings                  Ed & Vivian Henley                      Jo Carder 

Sandy Matlock                      Law Enforcement                      Max Brooks                                                      

 

       

Copies of the complete list of prayer requests are 

available at the Welcome Center. 
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Presence 

 Attendance:         Aug. 6                         
Sunday School                          91 

  8:25 Service               93                                    

10:55 Service                                                   116 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                                        July 30 

Sunday School                     76.00 

Missions  170.00 

Good Samaritan  50.00 

Coffee Time  17.10 

Youth Fund   70.00 

Children's Ministry                         

One Day – Shampoo   90.00 

Pastor's Discretionary Fund       

Communion Rail                                            

Needed weekly    9,106.57 

Budget Contribution   59,39.00 

Year-to-date offering   286,374.54 

Offering needed to date      300,514.83 

(+/-) Difference   (14,240.23) 

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
Acolytes                   
Aug 20             8:25            Megan Fibelkorn 
                    10: 55          Elizabeth Miller 
Aug 27        8:25           Natalie Fibelkorn 
     11:55            Elijah McCoy  
 Building Checkers 
Week of  Aug 20                 Mike Childs    
Week of  Aug 27                   Butch Niederhauser   
Counters                                                
August                               Doris Hendrix & Kimla Weeks 
Coffee Time                              
 August                              Patricia Anderson  
Altar Guild 
August                   Mattie Lee Eaton 
                                     Deborah Amacher                     
Greeters 
Aug 20 & 27      8:25       Melissa Leedy & Billie McEwen                   
                           10:55       Richard & Phyllis Dix    
Kitchen Monitor 
August                            Patricia Anderson         
Welcome Center 
 August 20 & 27   8:15   Jim & Debra  Thorington  
    10:45  Nancy Daniel/ Mike & Julie Giffin 
Newcomer Baker/Visitor 
August 20                         Lois Thormaehlen 
August 27                 Pat & Joane Cassady 
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