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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

    How are you growing through this current pandemic 

known as COVID 19?  If you and I were not going 

through this right now, how would our live be different? 

   We cannot and probably never will go back to life as it 

was before the pandemic started.  We need not waste time 

reciting phrases like "Before Covid" or "If we didn't have 

to put up with Covid."  Covid has caused us to rearrange 

our life, and has put us in a situation that we never 

thought we would be in.  

   We are still trying to figure out what the new normal is 

going to look like.  I want to encourage you to try and 

figure out your new normal.  It may not turn out exactly 

like you expect, but at least you will have a plan. 

   When we are in a staff meeting and are discussing the 

possibility of doing something, some of our church staff 

members have made it a point to always say, "That is the 

plan, not a promise."  Sometimes situations change almost 

instantly, and we must adjust accordingly. I want to 

encourage you this week by saying to you these words. 

"Take advantage of your situation."   

   I recently heard the story of a frog that was deaf, one 

day the frog decided that he was going to climb a tall 

tree.  As he started up the tree, the frogs on the ground 

started yelling at him.  They shouted things like, "You 

can't do that", "Be careful,"  "You will never make it," 

"Don't go any higher".  When the deaf frog got to the top 

of the tree and then descended, someone asked him how 

he was and how he did that.  The frog said it was easy, I 

had all those frogs on the ground cheering for me and 

encouraging me.  

   His situation of being deaf turned into a positive and he 

made the most out of it.  There are times when like the 

frog we must turn a deaf ear to the critics,  naysayers, and 

those who would try to discourage us.  Take advantage of 

your situation, spend lots of time with those people who 

will encourage you, not discourage you.  It is also up to 

you and me to encourage others to reach new heights, turn 

a deaf ear to negativity and show positive 

encouragement to someone who is starting to climb. 

 

Have a great rest of your week, 

Randy  

 

God wants us to use our resources  

as a means of Christian service. 
 

“...choose this day whom you will serve 

. . . but as for me and my household, we 

will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 
 

A NOTE FROM 

DANA… 

 

   I came across this devotional 

thought by Robert W. Sutton and 

thought it worth sharing. 

 

    Many years ago, a television 

program preceding the 1988 Winter 

Olympics featured blind skiers being 

trained for slalom skiing, impossible 

as that sounds. Paired with sighted 

skiers, the blind skiers were taught on 

the flats how to make right and left 

turns. When that was mastered, they 

were taken to the slalom slope, where 

their sighted partners skied beside 

them shouting, "Left!" and "Right!" 

As they obeyed the commands, they 

were able to negotiate the course and 

cross the finish line, depending solely 

on the sighted skiers' word. It was 

either complete trust or catastrophe. 

   What a vivid picture of the Christian 

life! In this world, we are in reality 

blind about what course to take. We 

must rely solely on the Word of the 

only One who is truly sighted--God 

Himself. His Word gives us the 

direction we need to finish the 

course!” 

 

Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

August 5, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Due to the pandemic, we removed all the 
hymnals from the Sanctuary a few weeks 
ago and are no longer (temporarily) using 
bulletins.  But you can still follow an order 
of service on your smart phone or 
tablet!  Look for the QR code (printed on 
8.5”X11” paper) on the table in the rear of 
the sanctuary, at the welcome center and 
at the ramp entry.  Open your smart 
phone’s camera app and point at the 
code.  You will see a small orange icon 
appear on your screen.  Click the icon 
you’ll be directed to the page on our 
church website which has the weekly 
order of service (it will say “Worship 
Order”).  You can open the worship order 
and follow it or even download to your 
device if you like!  You can also access it 
by simply going to our website, 
www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the 
“home” tab and scroll down to “Worship 
Order!” 

 

. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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Hang Out Events 
 

   We are gearing up to start meeting twice a week 
again. Any volunteers to help feed the youth would 
be greatly appreciated!!! We start meeting again on 
Sundays, August 9.  
 

We’ll be doing a bible study on Wednesday nights, 
and something different on Sunday nights.  
 

Continue to keep students and teachers in your 
prayers as they prepare to start what will be a very 
different year for everyone involved.  
 

Stay well and be blessed! 
Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

                        Kingdom Kids 
 

   We kick off this month's series in Genesis 1-2:3 
as we help kids discover something about the 
beginning of the universe.  
   Looking around at creation, one can’t help but 
notice God’s creativity. From nothing, God spoke 
the universe into existence. No detail left out, 
creation gives us the brilliant creativity of a God 
who is big enough to create the world and personal 
enough to love us no matter what.    Bottom Line: 
There’s no limit to God’s creativity.      
   We pray that kids will start looking at the world 
more closely and notice God’s amazing creativity. 
From the uniqueness of animals to breathtaking 
landscapes throughout the word, not to mention the 
expansive universe filled with solar systems galore, 
we want kids to discover the wonder of creation 
and how it shows us how awesome God is. 
 
Jacqueline Connelly 
jackiefromchurch@outlook.com  
 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
 

Attendance:                                        August 2 
Sunday School                       29 
8:25 Service          38 
10:55 Service          40 
Facebook Live         339 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
 

                                                             Total of August 2 
Youth                                                                           870.00 
Missions                                        420.00 
Memoriasl to the General Fund    125.00 
Wed Night Meals     30.00 
Required Weekly                                                   9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                           12,097.00  
Year-to-date offering                           265,331.00         
Offering needed to date                                   285,324.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                  -19,993.00  

 

ONE DAY OF HOPE 
    This year’s event will be held on Saturday, 
October 24th but will be conducted differently 
due to the current pandemic.   
   At this time, we are focusing on food and 
hygiene items.  There may be other 
resources available as we get closer to the 
event.   
   This year the guests will drive through and 
items will be placed in the trunks of their 
automobiles.      There will be no kids zone, 
photo’s, or other activities which require 
person-to-person contact. 
   Our church, as usual, will collect 
shampoo.  You may make a donation of 
shampoo or money. 
The donation deadline is September 
7th (Labor Day).Details regarding the need for 
volunteers will be announced at a later date.  
  Should you have any questions, contact 
Maggie Smith. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Deadlines  
 
 Items to be put in the newsletter are due to the office 
no later than Monday at Noon; items to be put in the 
bulletin are due to the office no later than Thursday at 
noon.  Thank you! 
 

Prayer Request 
 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 
your  curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will 
scroll down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the 
form and submit your prayer requests and our staff 
will pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, 
the church staff is  available during the day at 931-
728-4624 to talk with you when you have prayer 
request.  
 

Postage Due 
 

 The post office charges us every time we get a 
newsletter returned to us due to the addressee moving 
without notifying our office.  Please let us know 
when you move or change your address.  Thank 
you! 
 

Is Your Phone Number Up To Date? 
 

Please notify the office with updated phone numbers so 
we can get our records up to date in case we need to 
contact you.  Thank you! 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 
Watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 

a.m. on Sunday! 
 

HOW TO CONNECT AND WATCH ON 
FACEBOOK LIVE ON SUNDAY: 

 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester First 
United Methodist Church,” scroll down until 
you see the video with Sunday’s date. 

OR 

• Go to Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, scroll 
down until you see the video with Sunday’s 
date. 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

 
Dorscene Hendrick        Matilda Locke Jon McHann 
Sharon Brown           Sandy Matlock Allen Niles  
Sarah Marshall                Suzanne Smead  Mason Phillips 
Evans Baird                     Adam Luke  Paul Raser 
Diane Conklin                 Bob Truesdale Troy Rose 
Frank Theaderman        Bernice Thornton Billie Danford 
Phyllis Heath           Ed Turner   
Bob & Nellie Leonard     Mary & Don Rounds 
Betsy & Hursel Shanks    Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
Matthew Leversen(Leeann Leversen’s Brother) 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky     
                 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 

Members on your prayer list even though they may not 
be listed above. 

 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

 

 
 

August 5 – August 11, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 
 

August 5 Joey Hendren 

 August 8 Beverly Smith 
 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it is 
not listed above, please call the church office and a note will 
be made in PowerChurch and listed on next week’s birthday 
list. 

 
 
 

 All Ladies of Manchester 
FUMC are invited to a Bridal Shower 
honoring Randa Brown on Saturday, 
August 8th, 2020, from 2p-4p in the 

Fellowship Hall at Manchester FUMC. 
Please RSVP to Reesa Brown 

at mocsgirl14@gmail.com by July 25th. She 
is registered at Bed, Bath, & Beyond and 

Amazon. 
 

 
 

Memorial donations were given  in memory of 
Frank Fritts to the general fund by Pat and 
Joane Cassady, Mike and Karla Child and the 
Upper Room Sunday School Class. 
 
Memorial donations were given  in memory of 
Kenneth Roberts to the general fund by Pat 
and Joane Cassady and Mike and Karla Childs.  
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