
August 31, 2022  Midweek Visitor 
 
 

  

 From the Pastor’s Desk 

Highlights. Jeremiah 2:4-13 (NIV) 13 “My people have 

committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of 

living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken 

cisterns that cannot hold water.  In short Israel had 

knowingly exchanged their glorious God for worthless 

idols and so like their idols had become worthless 

themselves—all the while carrying on the rituals of 

worship and Jewish law. Idolatry is a major theme 

throughout the Bible. It challenges God's sovereignty and 

attempts to offer an alternate explanation and solution to 

the issues of life. 

     The question is have we exchanged our 

glorious God for worthless idols? An idol is anything or 

anyone that takes the place of God as the most important 

focus and priority in our life.  Scripture is clear that 

idolatry extends beyond the worship of images and false 

gods. It is a matter of the heart, associated with pride, self-

centeredness, greed, gluttony (Php.3:19) and love for 

possessions (Matt 6:24). This is not an all-inclusive list, 

but food, relationships, self, security, intellect, health, and 

comfort are just a few of the modern examples of the 

many idols people are embracing rather than embracing 

the living God.  

   In every instance Jesus is the cure for every idol that has 

a hold on your heart. All the more reasons you must lean 

into Jesus, prioritize your time with Jesus, and surrender 

to Christ daily. The more Jesus fills our lives the more 

idols flee from our lives and that is exactly the way God 

wants us to be – filled with Jesus not idols.  

    Ready to be idol free and Christ filled? Put your hands 

together like a cup and lift them up praying: glorious God 

I put in my cup all my doubts and fears, hurts and 

grudges, complaints, disillusionments, and uncontrollable 

thoughts, my needs and wants, my selfishness and 

dreams, my life’s focus and desires, and all the other 

things that occupy my life instead of you.  Jesus, I offer 

them up to you, I trust you, I want more of you, I want 

you to have them and for you Jesus to be number one in 
my life.            …continued page 4      

 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 
     I read a story about a renowned French artist 

Paul Gustave Dore (1821-1883) who lost his 

passport while traveling in Europe. When he came 

to a border crossing, he explained his predicament 

to one of the guards. Giving his name to the official, 

Dore hoped he would be recognized and allowed to 

pass. The guard, however, said that  many people 

attempted to cross the border by claiming to 

be  persons they were not. Dore insisted that he was 

the man he claimed to be. "All right," said the 

official, "we'll give you a test, and if you pass it, 

we'll allow you to go through." Handing him a 

pencil and a sheet of paper, he told the artist to 

sketch several peasants standing nearby. Dore did it 

so quickly and skillfully that the guard was 

convinced he was indeed who he claimed to be. His 

work confirmed his word! 

   In a similar way, our work confirms HIS WORD 

in us!  The writer of the book of James said, “What 

does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has 

faith but does not have works? Can faith save 

him?  If a brother or sister is naked and destitute 

of daily food,  and one of you says to them, 

“Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you 

do not give them the things which are needed for 

the body, what does it profit?  Thus, also faith by 

itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”   

   Our founding father, John Wesley believed 

strongly in personal and social holiness.  But he 

believed social holiness was a result of intentional 

personal holiness!   

I am convinced that there is no greater honor or 

compliment than when someone looks at you and 

me and sees Jesus!  Wouldn't you agree?   
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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From the Pastor’s Desk   …continued from page 1 

 

I want you Jesus, the spring of living water, to renew a right 

spirit within me, to fill me up with grace and forgiveness, 

and a strong sense of who you are and of who I am to you. 

Glorious God, in the name of Jesus I pray take my cup full 

of useless idols and fill it to overflowing with you alone, 

amen.  

     Our identity is and must be found in Christ alone. Jesus 

wants us to know who and whose we are and have no other 

allegiants but to our glorious Father.   

  

 FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 

   It’s so hard to believe that the month of August is almost 

over. We are moving right into the month of 

September.  We are looking forward to hosting our 

Grandparents Day breakfast that will be held on Monday, 

September 12 & Tuesday, September 13. It’s always a 

sweet time for the students to share with their grandparents 

or another grand person in their life.  

   As you all know, there has been a lot of progress on the 

prep kitchen. You’ve got to see it.  The flooring & the 

cabinetry are just beautiful.  We also have some of our new 

furnishings in the classrooms. It’s been so exciting to hear 

the students talk about all the new things in their 

classrooms. We are so thankful for the grant and what it has 

meant to the church and preschool ministry.  I’d love to 

give anyone that would love to see all the renovations a tour 

of the prep kitchen and classrooms.  It would be a great 

time for you to meet and say hello to our preschool staff as 

well.  

   Please keep the FUMC-CLC ministry and the staff in 

your prayers as we teach, minister and care for our 

students.  Have a blessed week.  
 
Mrs. Angie  

FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 

 
WOMEN’S STUDY OPPORTUNITY 

Does your knowledge of the Old Testament feel like a grab 

bag of people, books, events, and places?  The Epic of 

Eden will guide us through key parts of the Bible, sorting 

that confusion into memorable categories.  This DVD-

based study will reveal the story of God’s redeeming grace 

flowing from the garden of Eden to the New 

Jerusalem.  God’s rescue plan will renew your enthusiasm 

for God’s story and open your eyes to His plan for 

eternity.  Join the Mary and Martha Class for 12 weeks 

beginning September 4 at 10 A.M. in room 216.  For more 

information, call Karla Childs at 723-4192. 

 

 

 

Time is given equally to everyone,  
but how we use it determines its true value. 

 
“Teach us to number our days aright,  

that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). 
 

 

The Church Office and FUMC-CLC will 

be closed Monday, September 5th for the 

Labor Day Holiday! 

mailto:Fumc.clc@gmail.com
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
      
  Please be in prayer about how you can connect with a 

ministry.  It helps the Church with a capital C, but I 

promise you always will get more than you put in!  Until 

then, I will see you in church! 

 

In Christ,  

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com  
 
 
Thank You from Mullins United Methodist 

Church: 
 
   The congregation of Mullins UMC and I are extremely 

appreciative of your kindness during this sorrowful time 

for all of us.  Aurtura’s passing leaves a void in our hearts, 

but we are thankful to God for her life and legacy and 

sisters and brothers in Christ like you and your 

congregation who are “Doers of the Word.” 

   Thank you, and may God’s peace and blessing continue 

to abide with you and the congregation of Manchester 

First United Methodist Church. 
 
In His Service 

Rev. Dr. Russell M. Morrow 

Senior Pastor 

 
 

Memorials & Honorariums 

A gift was given to Good Samaritan in honor of Roger & 

Kimla Weeks by Topsy Layne. 
 
A gift was given to the Children’s Ministry in honor of  

Roger & Kimla Weeks by Dennis & Brenda Bryan. 
 
 

** Prayer Request** 
Please be in prayer for Bishop McAlilly. He was involved 

in a car accident 08/25/22 and is in the hospital with 

multiple fractures. He is alert and appreciates your prayers 

for his recovery.  Please send cards of encouragement to 

the conference office at 304 S. Perimeter Park Dr., 

Nashville, TN 37211. Thank you for your prayers and 

support. 
 

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY WORKSHOP 
   On Sunday, October 16 from 2:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in 

Murfreesboro, TN, our church has been invited to send a 

leadership team of 3-4 people for an afternoon 

Workshop on Older Adult Ministry and to learn more 

about ENCORE Ministry Grant Funding.   

   This is a FREE event! There is no cost!  To register 

contact Laura Hinote at LGHinote@comcast.net by 

October 7. 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                   Aug 28 
Sunday School                   66 
8:55 Service                        47 
10:55 Service                                          94                          
Facebook Live                    113 
                      
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
    Aug 28 
Sunday School  178.00 
Coffee Time  8.00 
Missions     3,264.00 
Youth   206.00 
Good Samaritan  50.00 
Children’s Ministry  25.00 
Music Ministry  50.00 
Barbee Love Offering  200.00 
Weekly Required  9,684.00 
Contributions  3,934.00 
YTD Offering             309,407.00 
YTD Required             338,940.00 
(+/-) Difference             -29,533.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
 
Week of August 28        Jay Trussler 
Week of September 4    Tommy Potuk 
 
Altar Guild 
August                               Deborah Amacher 
September        Susan Wakeman & Debra Thorington 

 
Counters 
August                                                     Richard Dix 
September           Deborah Amacher & Mark Williams 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
August     Mike Childs 
September     Ann Spaulding 
 
Door Greeters 
September 4          Debra & Jim Thorington 
                                                                                Phyllis Dix 
September 11              Debra & Jim Thorington 
                                                     Phyllis Dix & Trish Porter  
 
Coffee Time 
September 4                         Leeann Leversen 
September 11                         Leeann Leversen
    

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 We extend our condolences and 

prayers of comfort to the family and friends of 

Bonna Fae Murphy who died August 17, 2022.  

Bonna has been a member of our church since 

1968. 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Niki Harrell  
Dorothy Bon   Belinda Ferrell 
Mary Frances Brantley Jerry Watkins     
Marie Kimble   Charles Roberts 
Chris Tench       Michael Crouse   
Joe Hooie             Mary & Don Rounds     
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother      
    
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 
though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 
like your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll 

down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 

and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 

pray for you. This is available 24/7. Of course, the 

church staff is available during the day at 931-728-

4624 to talk with you when you have prayer request. 
 

 
Aug 31 – Sep 6, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 

Sep 2 Mike Childs 
Sep 3 Neal Glass 
Sep 4 Nellie Leonard 
Sep 6 Jackie Connelly 
Sep 6  Paul Honeycutt 
Sep 6 Herma Pemberton 
Sep 6 Polly Simon 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it does not appear above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 

**FINANCIAL SECRETARY OPENING- The 

Church has an opening for a Financial Secretary.  If 

you or someone you know are interested in applying, 

please contact the Church Office for a job description. 

 

Hang Out Event 
   In Sunday School this week we talked about the power of 

the cross when it comes to sharing the Gospel with others. It 

gave us 5 reasons why people don’t talk about the cross when 

it comes to ministering to people outside the walls of the 

church. 1. Some Christians simply don’t believe in the cross. 

2. They prefer another message. 3. It causes offense to people. 

4. They aren’t willing to look foolish. 5. It’s hard. 

   Sunday night at Hangout we spent some time in worship as 

we prepare to pick songs for Youth Sunday on September 25. 

We will continue to plan and practice on Wednesday night. 

  **VOLUNTEERS DESPERATELY NEEDED **The 

Hangout Youth program here at Manchester FUMC is in 

dire need of assistance. We have been operating against our 

church’s Safe Sanctuary policy for quite a while now with 

regard to the number of adults we have at meetings. We need 

at least one person to ride the van at 4:45 and 7:30 on Sundays 

and Wednesdays. We also need stable volunteers to stay for 

programming on those nights as well as Sunday School on 

Sunday mornings. If we do not get the volunteers we need, 

then we will have to shut down the youth program here. 

We are averaging between 10-19 students per meeting. We’ve 

had 3 baptisms this year, and a graduated youth has decided to 

enter the ministry in hopes to work with youth in the future. 

This is a growing program that really needs our attention at 

this time, so please contact Ami or the church office if you 

feel like you are being called to serve the youth of the 

church.** 

   Thanks to Mrs. Deborah and Pastor Stephen for they 

yummy lasagna they made for us this week! 

   If you’d like to feed us, let me know. They love to eat!!! 
 
Important dates: 

 Sept 11- Pool Party at the Rec 

Sept 17- Worship in the Woods- Leave church at 3pm 

return around 10pm 

 Sept 18- No Hangout 

 Sept 25- Youth Sunday- No Hangout  
   
Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS 
     This week in Kingdom Kids we discussed John the Baptist 

as well as John the Disciple.  Much could be said about both, 

and entire studies have been written about both, so it was 

quite the challenge to get all that wonderful information into 

just one Sunday school lesson and one Children’s church!  

We all learned a lot and as always, the teacher is the one who 

learns the most. 

   Please be in prayer for our upcoming events and festivities 

and please bring as many as you can in general but especially 

with our van in the shop!  We want our sweet kiddos in our 

church and learning about God!       

 

 

mailto:kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com
mailto:LGHinote@comcast.net
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com

