
August 11, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

    
   This Sunday has been designated as Carolyn Norfleet 

Appreciation Day.   

   Carolyn Norfleet is stepping down from taking care of 

all our church flower needs.   

  We heard a few different stories on the number of years 

Carolyn has been providing our flowers.  One source says 

40+, another 50+ ... but a little birdie [Mrs. Matilda 

Locke] told us Carolyn has been arranging and taking care 

of our floral needs for 56 years.  Now I don’t know about 

you, but I am going to go with long time church member 

and Centurion, Matilda Locke on this one ... 56 years it 

is.  Carolyn, thank you for 56 years of providing beautiful 

flowers for our church.  Carolyn has been a member of 

this church since 1960. She and Glenn moved their 

membership to Niceville, Florida for a few years while 

Glenn was on assignment and then returned to FUMC in 

1988.      

  Now, providing flowers for our Altar is not the only part 

of Carolyn’s floral service.  Every week when we had live 

arrangements, you could find Carolyn breaking down the 

arrangement into beautiful smaller arrangements.  Carolyn 

then made sure these pretty flowers were delivered to our 

members who were in assisted living, nursing homes or 

home bound.    

  We want to be clear, Carolyn’s service to our church 

goes far beyond the monumental task of providing 

flowers.  While Carolyn is stepping down from this role, 

we pray she will continue in other areas of service to our 

church.  Carolyn makes sure we have Gift Bags for our 

First Time Visitors, serves as a Greeter and member of 

our Worship Committee.  

  In the past Carolyn has been a key member of our Prayer 

Shawl ministry, served as Trustee and served in most 

every other ministry of the church, except maybe the 

United Methodist Men.  

  Let’s face it, Carolyn is just a lady blessed with many 

talents ... Oh, did I mention she also plays the piano and 

has provided her artwork for both the church and 

parsonage. We are blessed to have Carolyn’s smiling face 

in our Worship Service and the ministries of our church.   

 

Continued Page 4….  

  

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   I am constantly amazed at how God reveals 

Himself to us sometimes in the most subtle 

ways!  A few days ago, I was preparing myself 

a cup of green tea when I noticed that the 

sweetener packets all had little “positive” 

sayings on the back of them.  The packet I had 

just opened and poured into my drink said, 

“HAVE A GRATEFUL HEART.” 

   It reminded me of this verse from 

Lamentations: “The faithful love of the Lord 

never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is 

his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each 

morning.”   

   I was also reminded of the words to an old 

hymn.  “Count your blessings name them one 

by one.  Count your blessings, see what God 

has done!”  In that singular moment I began to 

try to do just that-count my blessings, but I am 

quite sure I could not name them all!  So, I 

simply told my Lord how very grateful I am for 

His ceaseless faithfulness and mercy.  God is 

good, all the time and all the time GOD IS 

GOOD!   

   Let’s be honest, you and I are blessed beyond 

measure!  Let’s be sure to thank God for all that 

He has done for us and given to us, even that 

little packet of sweetener that goes in our 

morning tea! 

 

  Peace and Grace, 

Dana 

 

Church Directory 

It is time for a new church directory.  It has 

been more than five years since we have had a 

new and updated church directory. We are 

asking for volunteers to help with this 

project.  For more details contact the church 

office at 728-4624.  
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From the Pastor’s Desk Continued from Page 1….  

 Another little bird told me that Carolyn may be a bit 

uncomfortable that we are recognizing her for her many 

years of service.  Well, that is just Carolyn being Carolyn, a 

BIG hearted, service to others kind of person; always doing 

for others and not wanting any attention on herself.     

  Carolyn is a doer, her quiet and faithful demeanor, and her 

ability to just be Carolyn is a blessing to all of us.  Carolyn, 

thank you for blessing us all with your gentle faithful 

witness that shows your love for Christ and for loving the 

Jesus way.   

 

Randy Brown 

 
   This week Faith Missions highlights Life Choices, an 

agency that assists women with unplanned pregnancy.  

They offer free pregnancy tests, free ultrasounds, 

parenting/childcare classes, and have a baby boutique 

where parents can purchase items with tokens earned by 

attending the classes. 

  The following is from a recent newsletter: 

 “A letter arrived one afternoon accompanied with a 

generous check.  The check meant very little compared to 

the words that were written on the pages:     

Life Choice Staff, 

   My parents forced me to go through an abortion when I 

was 17, back in 1989, when I didn’t know there were any 

other options. 

  I didn’t know what else to do or what I would go through 

afterward. 

  It ruined me emotionally and I never had a child born.  I 

have been pregnant many times with miscarriages every 

time. 

  I write and donate now that both my parents have passed 

away.  I donate out of the inheritance they left and am 

sending it to your business on their behalf so that another 

young woman knows there are choices.  She’s not stuck. 

  Thank you for your service.  May a sweet little baby be 

born because they helped your organization. 
 
God Bless 

   This is why Life Choices exists.  This is why you are all 

instrumental in this fight.  This is why we must speak up, 

donate, and get involved.  Thank you for standing in the 

gap!” 

 

 

 

 

“…ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you” (Luke 11:9) 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 

 

For week two, we head to 1 Kings 2:4-28. The time 

had come for King David’s son, Solomon, to take the 

throne. When Solomon became king, God offered 

Solomon the choice of anything to help him rule the 

kingdom of Israel. Instead of choosing power or 

wealth, Solomon chose wisdom. Quickly, that 

wisdom was put to the test. Solomon had to arbitrate 

a difficult moment between two women. God helped 

him make a wise ruling that solves the situation.  

Bottom Line: Trust God to give you wisdom.  

   Wisdom isn’t necessarily something that we have 

overnight. It takes time to learn how to put wisdom 

into practice. We might not always know which 

choice is the wise choice. That’s why we chose to 

share this story about Solomon. We pray that kids 

will understand that God can give them wisdom in 

any circumstance. All they have to do is ask. 
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

Memorials & Honorariums 

 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Lenny (Kathy Bailey’s Brother) by Pat & Joane 

Cassady. 
 
A Gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Sue Reid by Stan & Judy McHann. 
 
A Gift was given to the church preschool -CLC in 

memory of Vivian Henley by Claus & Lois 

Thormaehlen. 
 
A gift was given to the pastor discretionary fund in 

memory of Vivian Henley by Mike & Julie Giffin. 
 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Vivian Henley by Roy & Doris Hendrix. 
 
Gifts were given to the music ministry in memory of 

Vivian Henley by Frank & Linda Langham and 

Roger & Kimla Weeks. 
 
A gift was given to the general fund in honor of Carolyn 

Norfleet by Roger and Kimla Weeks. 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My 
Presence 

Attendance:                                       Aug 8 
Sunday School        52 
8:25 Service        47 
10:55 Service        73 
Facebook Live     124
                 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 

                                  Total of                             Aug 8 

Sunday School  53.00 
Coffee Time  14.00 
Youth  850.00 
Missions   100.00 
One Day of Hope  100.00 
Pastor Discretionary 25.00 
CLC-Preschool  50.00 
Memorial to General Fund 125.00 
Honorarium to General Fund 50.00 
Communion Rail  30.00 
Music  75.00 
Flowers  100.00 
Non-Cash Gifts  198.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  9,034.00 
YTD Offering  28,6105.00 
YTD Required  29,4528.00 
(+/-) Difference  -8,423.00 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of August 8          Richard Wakeman 
Week of August 15                 Craig Johnson 
Altar Guild 
August     Deborah Amacher 
September        Susan Wakeman & Debra Thorington 
Counters 
August        Roy Hendrix & Richard Dix 
September               Deborah Amacher & Mark Williams 
Kitchen Monitors 
August                                     Mike Childs 
September     Patc Lillard  
Door Greeters 
August 15     Eric Frantz & Billie McEwen 
                                       Phyllis Dix 
August 22           Jonathan Shedd & Billie McEwen 
                                                                            Phyllis Dix 
Coffee Time 
August 15     Jonathan & Ami Shedd 
August 22     Youth 
Communion  
September 
Preparer     Jim Thorington 
Servers’ 1st Service   Karla Childs  
       Elizabeth Shedd 
Servers’ 2nd Service   Ken & Marie Kimble  
      

 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Dorothy Bon    Mary & Don Rounds  
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 

though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 

like your name removed from the prayer listing. 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will 

scroll down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the 

form and submit your prayer requests and our staff 

will pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, 

the church staff is available during the day at 931-

728-4624 to talk with you when you have prayer 

request. 

 

 

 
Aug 11–Aug 17, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Aug 14 Ray Pemberton 
Aug 15 Cayden Miller 
Aug 15 Jeanne Sain 
Aug 16 Judy Glass 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event  

 

   In Sunday School this week we finished the first lesson 

in our series on Boldness by Joby Martin. It taught us 

that boldness is in all of us because we all have the 

desire to be a part of something bigger, but we’re also 

afraid. Joby taught us that true boldness is faith in God, 

and it’s allowing God to use us to make much of Him 

and acting like we actually believe. It focused on Acts 

3:1-10 where Peter healed the lame beggar. All the 

beggar wanted was money, but he ended up with so 

much more. So often we see a no from God as a 

rejection when it is really God’s protection. It asked 

several good questions like: How many miracles are 

laying out on the sidewalk because we’re living in fear 

instead of in God’s boldness? What is God calling us to 

do to live boldly? Joby ended the video saying, “It’s not 

the amount of faith we have, but the one we have faith in 

that matters.” 

   After only meeting on Wednesdays this summer, this 

week we kick things off by meeting on Sundays again. 

We started this Sunday with a game night. We are now 

meeting Sundays AND Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30. 

   This Wednesday night we will continue our study of 

Psalm 23 by focusing on Psalm 23:2. This verse focuses 

on rest. In our fast-paced world, rest is something we all 

need more of, and it’s God’s desire for us to get that rest 

in Him. 

   If you’re interested in helping feed the youth, it would 

be GREATLY appreciated. They’ll eat just about 

anything, and typically lots of it! The only date taken so 

far is Aug. 18.    
  

Be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

  Vivian Henley gained her angel wings 

on Friday, August 6, 2021. Vivian was born October 2, 

1941. Vivian is survived by her husband Ed, children: 

Brett, Stacey, and Leslie and 5 grandchildren. 

Funeral services were conducted Tuesday, August 10, 

2021, at Coffee County Funeral Home Chapel and burial 

followed in Rose Hill Memorial Gardens. 
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