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Robert Wilce Casey, born November 7,1879, was the senior member of our church in 1974.  May 26, 

1974, was declared R W Casey Day at Manchester First United Methodist Church by Mayor Clyde V 

Myers and County Judge John W. Ray. Our Church historian, Mr. Carey Waldrip, presented a very 

informative biographical sketch of Mr. Casey.  
 
 He was born in a log cabin just outside of Manchester on McMinnville Hwy.  The family moved a short 

time later to Ragsdale Road where his father earned a living as a farmer and carpentry work. Mr. Casey 

began attending The Manchester Methodist Episcopal Church South at the age of six in 1885, with his 

Father and Mother, William Burr and Jamima Casey.  He was baptized and later joined the church 

November 25, 1894.  He married Ezelle Schrader April 17, 1904, and they had four children.  
 
Mr. Casey started school at the age of four, walking three miles with his older brother to the Carnes 

College which is where the present College Street School is today.  He loved and exceled in math.  He also 

attended the Manchester Academy taking several business courses.  This two-story building was located 

on the land which is now the Manchester Cemetery. 
 
Mr. Casey served on various church committees and was Sunday School Superintendent for 13 years. He 

also served on the Official Board and remained an honorary member until his death.  Rev. Roy West, the 

church Pastor at this time, said “Mr. Casey is one devoted soul, and he comes to worship God because he 

loves the Lord, his church, and the fellowship of those who proclaim the name of Christ.” 
 
Mr. Casey developed a strong work ethic at the age of nine when he began working at a spoke factory for 

25 Cents for an 11-hour day.  From 1914-1926, he owned and operated a Manchester Milling company. 

“With the aid of his Midget Marvel” flour mill he was able to produce a fine grade of unbleached flour 

marketed as Jersey Cream Flour.  Mr. Casey was very active in City Government.  He served as an 

Alderman and served two terms as Mayor.  In 1926 he was elected and served eight years as County 

Court Clerk and was elected Clerk and Master in 1940 for 28 years.  He retired at the age of 88.  
 
He attended church in the 1883 church building, the 1916 church building, and our present church 

building.  He remembered the 1883 church when it was a one room brick structure with two aisles 

dividing the pews into three sections.  He also remembered the Pump Reed Organ.  The building was 

entered through a center rear door which is now a beautiful stained-glass window.  A vestibule separated 

this door from the sanctuary.  One of Mr. Casey’s favorite ministers was Tom Haggard who for a time 

lived at the Casey home.  Rev. Haggard served our church in 1886. 
 
 Mr. Casey touched the lives of many by the way he served his community, and the way he served the 

Lord.  He died on November 2, 1974, and was buried in the City Cemetery beside his wife.  Our United 

Methodist Women’s Group placed a special Plaque marking his pew  

Inscribed with the words “Honoring Robert Wilce Casey, 80-year member, 1974.   
 
Nancy Daniel  

August 5, 2022 

References 

The Manchester Times Newspaper (1974) 

 

The Archives of the Manchester First United Methodist Church  


