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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   As July comes to close there is a lot of 
uncertainty still in the air. Things like mask, 
social distancing, temperature checks, self-
quarantine and virtual are words and practices 
that will not go away soon enough to suit me. 
   Now parents are faced with how their children 
will be educated. Teachers will be placed in 
even more demanding and difficult situations.        
Those in positions of leadership continue to rule 
and govern under increased scrutiny  and 
division throughout society.  
   You and I can be difference makers. We can 
be a positive light in a dark world.  I know there 
are serious issues we are facing, and we are 
going to have to deal.  However, being negative, 
pessimistic and hateful will not help in the 
least.  We need to be "Glass half full" kind of 
people.  
   I ran across a saying the other day that I want 
to share with you. I hope we will take it to heart 
this week.  Here is the saying,  
 
"WHEN YOU HOLD GRUDGES, YOU  HANDS 
ARE NOT FREE TO CATCH BLESSINGS."  
 
   What are you using your hands for?  You can 
carry grudges, resentment, prejudices and all 
sorts of negative things, or you can keep your 
hands free to catch the blessings that come 
your way.  I hope you and I will choose the later 
this week.  Use your hands to carry your 
blessings and share your blessings with others 
this week. 
 
Randy  
 

God wants us to know the state 
of our finances. 

 “Be sure you know the condition of 
your flocks, give careful attention to 
your herds; for riches do not endure 
forever, and a crown is not secure for 
all generations” (Prov. 27:23-24). 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

    Bumper stickers.  We’ve all seen them while 
we’re driving or just walking through the parking 
lot at Wal-Mart!  There are some bumper stickers 
that I find offensive or obnoxious, but there are 
others that I like reading.  One of my favorites 
says, “IF YOU CAN READ THIS, THANK A 
TEACHER.”  I have often thought that might need 
to be changed to “If you can read this, you’re 
following way too close in your car!” 
   This short little bumper declaration carries with it 
a much broader and revealing truth.  I always 
think about the many teachers I had in school who 
were passionate about the subject they taught. 
The ones who covered the material and 
administered the tests all the while showing a 
genuine interest in students – in ME!   
   My music degree from Xavier University is in 
Music Education K-12 and I tried teaching after I 
graduated from college.  I can’t say that I did NOT 
enjoy it, but I can tell you that I discovered I didn’t 
have the kind of skills to discipline students in the 
classroom!  I just thought they would pay close 
attention to me and hang on my every word.  They 
did not!  I am very thankful to God for that brief 
teaching experience because it gave me a much 
higher respect for people who TEACH! And it was 
during that year or so that I felt God STRONGLY 
wanted me to be a minister, not a schoolteacher! 
   So as our schools are getting started back in the 
next few days during this global pandemic, our 
teachers, public and private will have some 
extremely difficult challenges.  I hope that you will 
join me in thanking all of THOSE WHO TEACH for 

their immeasurable contribution to the lives of 
their students and community, and in saying a 
prayer for them that they will adjust well to the 
“new normal,” stay healthy and find fulfilment 
in their personal call to TEACH! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

July 29, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Due to the pandemic, we removed all the 
hymnals from the Sanctuary a few weeks 
ago and are no longer (temporarily) using 
bulletins.  But you can still follow an order 
of service on your smart phone or 
tablet!  Look for the QR code (printed on 
8.5”X11” paper) on the table in the rear of 
the sanctuary, at the welcome center and 
at the ramp entry.  Open your smart 
phone’s camera app and point at the 
code.  You will see a small orange icon 
appear on your screen.  Click the icon 
you’ll be directed to the page on our 
church website which has the weekly 
order of service (it will say “Worship 
Order”).  You can open the worship order 
and follow it or even download to your 
device if you like!  You can also access it 
by simply going to our website, 
www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the 
“home” tab and scroll down to “Worship 
Order!” 

 All Ladies of Manchester 
FUMC are invited to a Bridal Shower 
honoring Randa Brown on Saturday, 
August 8th, 2020, from 2p-4p in the 

Fellowship Hall at Manchester FUMC. 
Please RSVP to Reesa Brown 

at mocsgirl14@gmail.com by July 25th. She 
is registered at Bed, Bath, & Beyond and 

Amazon. 
 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 
A gift to the General Fund was given in 
memory of Frank Fritts by Roger and 
Kimla Weeks. 
 

A gift to the General Fund was given in 
Memory of Kenneth Crowell Roberts by 
Roger and Kimla Weeks. 
 

A gift to the Music Fund was given in 
Honor of Mary Rounds by Rev. Dana and 
Pam Brooks. 
 
 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
mailto:mocsgirl14@gmail.com
mailto:mocsgirl14@gmail.com
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Hang Out Events 
 

   This week in Sunday School we finished “The profile 
of the lukewarm”. We talked about the things that keep 
us from loving others and loving God the way we 
should.  
   Beginning August 9, we will start meeting on Sundays 
and Wednesdays. Any volunteers to help feed the youth 
would be greatly appreciated. If you’re not comfortable 
coming and serving and would like to just give a 
donation to help offset the cost of feeding these people 
that sometimes eat A LOT of food, that would be greatly 
appreciated as well.  
   VIRTUAL BIGSTUF WAS AWESOME!!! It wasn’t 
quite like being there in person, but it was still good. 
The first night we heard from Reed Moore and Joseph 
Sojourner. Reed told us that we have a choice between 
going through something and growing through it. 
Joseph (SoJo) taught us that loneliness is inevitable. 
Everyone feels lonely at some point in time, but we 
have to remember that God is always with us. On night 
two we heard from Marquise Cox and Beth Brady. 
Marquise asked the question, “What is my role as a 
Jesus follower?” There’s a lot going on in our world. Our 
job is to figure out what a Jesus follower would do and 
do it. Beth read Joshua 1:5-9. This is where Joshua is 
being told that he will now be in charge of leading the 
Israelites, and it’s a daunting task. There are over a 
million of them, and he doesn’t know if he’s got what it 
takes. God gives him a pep talk in these verses and it’s 
the same pep talk that he gives us. It’s to be strong and 
courageous because God is always with us. He paves 
the way for us and has our back. The last night we 
heard from Stuart Hall, his family, and Gerald 
Fadayomi. Stuart quoted Mother Teresa who said, “I 
have never had clarity. What I have always had is trust. 
So, I will pray that you trust God.” The Halls spoke 
about Stuart’s battle with COVID-19. His wife said that 
they learned two important things. 1. Don’t let anything 
tear your family apart. 2. Don’t let your family see you 
doubt your relationship with God. Changes we need to 
make in order to change that. 
   Continue to keep students and teachers in your 
prayers as they prepare to start what will be a very 
different year for everyone involved. 
  
Stay well and be blessed! 
 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
 

Attendance:                                          July 26 
Sunday School                       27 
8:25 Service          40 
10:55 Service          51 
Facebook Live           95     
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
 

                                                               Total of July 26 
Sunday School        9.00 
Pastor Discretionary        6.00 
Missions                                          780.00 
Youth                             128.00 
Music      50.00 
Memorials to General Fund      50.00 
Good Samaritan    150.00  
Required Weekly                                                   9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                              5060.00  
Year-to-date offering                           256,234.00         
Offering needed to date                                    276,120.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                  -22,886.00  

 

 
                        Kingdom Kids 
 

   We finish the month and this series 
in Revelation 21:3-5a with something John 
wrote towards the end of his life. John’s been 
exiled to live out his life alone on a remote 
island for prisoners. While he’s there, he has 
a vision of a future that’s more wonderful than 
we could ever fully understand. But we do 
know that God is making all things new. And 
because of Jesus, we get to experience life 
forever with God.  
   Bottom Line: Following Jesus will turn 
out greater than you can imagine. Because of 
their developmental stage, it’s hard for kids to 
imagine life that lasts forever. Our prayer is 
that through this lesson, they’ll catch a 
glimpse of what life can be like when we 
follow Jesus. Not only is God with us now, but 
we’ll be with God forever. We may 
not understand it all, but we can have faith 
that it will be absolutely amazing! 
   Thank you to everyone who participated, 
contributed and prayed for our community 
cookout at the housing authority. We had a 
great turnout for this new event. 
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Deadlines  
 
 Items to be put in the newsletter are due to the office 
no later than Monday at Noon; items to be put in the 
bulletin are due to the office no later than Thursday at 
noon.  Thank you! 
 

Prayer Request 
 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 
your  curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will 
scroll down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the 
form and submit your prayer requests and our staff 
will pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, 
the church staff is  available during the day at 931-
728-4624 to talk with you when you have prayer 
request.  
 

Postage Due 
 

 The post office charges us every time we get a 
newsletter returned to us due to the addressee moving 
without notifying our office.  Please let us know 
when you move or change your address.  Thank 
you! 
 

Is Your Phone Number Up To Date? 
 

Please notify the office with updated phone numbers so 
we can get our records up to date in case we need to 
contact you.  Thank you! 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 
Watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 

a.m. on Sunday! 
 

HOW TO CONNECT AND WATCH ON 
FACEBOOK LIVE ON SUNDAY: 

 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester First 
United Methodist Church,” scroll down until 
you see the video with Sunday’s date. 

OR 

• Go to Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, scroll 
down until you see the video with Sunday’s 
date. 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke           Jon McHann 
Sharon Brown           Sandy Matlock          Suzanne Smead 
Sarah Marshall             Allen Niles       Betsy & Hursel Shanks 
Evans Baird                    Mason Phillips                  Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman         Paul Raser                    Bob Truesdale 
Frank Theaderman      Bernice Thornton        Billie Danford 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                  Phyllis Heath 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Troy Rose         Dorscene Hendrick      Bob & Nellie Leonard 
Dianne Conklin                               Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
Ed Turner              Linda Jernigan, daughter Becca & family      
                 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 

Members on your prayer list even though they may not 
be listed above. 

 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

 
July 29 – August 4, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 
 

July 29 Sue Reid 
 July 30 Julee Brooks Hill 
July 30 Mark Williams 
Aug 2 Jerry Reid 

Aug 3 Jeanette Taylor 

Aug 3 Daniel Porter 

Aug 4 Randa Brown 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it is 
not listed above, please call the church office and a note will 
be made in PowerChurch and listed on next week’s birthday 
list. 

 
 
 
  

Our Sympathies to Nellie Leonard and family on the 
death of her brother, Frank Fritts, who passed away 
July 21, 2020 in Oak Ridge, TN.  Please keep Nellie and 
family in your prayers. 
There will be no service at this time.  Memorial 
donations can be made to Bradbury United Methodist 
Church Building Fund, Buttermilk Road, Kingston, TN 
37763. 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/

