
July 21,2021  Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   This week’s spotlight on a church staff member is 

on Ami Shedd.  Ami is our Youth Director and has 

served in that capacity for a little more than three 

years now.  Before her current role as director, she 

volunteered with Randa Brown Gooud when Randa 

was the director.  Ami as most of you know grew up 

in this town and has strong ties here.  Her father and 

mother are Mark and Susan Yother.   

   I met Ami many years ago when she was a camp 

counselor at Cedar Crest and Randa went to 

elementary camp there for a couple of summers.   

Ami is married to Jonathan Shedd who is an 

Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach at Riverdale High 

School in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  They have three 

children, Elizabeth, Sarah Grace, and Cole.  

   Ami was and is a great addition to the church 

staff.  Ami has a heart for seeing teenagers grow in 

the faith and have a personal relationship with 

Jesus.  Ami is also a special education teacher in the 

Manchester City School System.  

   Ami, thank you for all that you do and for being 

faithful to God's call on your life for doing ministry 

with the youth of this church and community.   

   

Sincerely   

Randy Brown   

 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

 In I Samuel 16:7 Samuel is tasked with finding a 

replacement for King Saul.  As Samuel looked at 

the oldest son of Jesse, Eliab he thought, “This man 

sure looks like a king. This must be the one God will 

tell me to anoint. That’s a good choice, God!” 

Samuel saw a tall, good looking young man who 

looked like he would be a great king and leader. 

   But God tells Samuel that Eliab was NOT God’s 

choice.  And then God makes this eternal truth 

known: “Do not look on his appearance or on the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him. 

For the Lord sees not as man sees; man looks on the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 

heart.” 

   We must understand that we can’t read the secrets 

of another’s heart, and we often do only judge on 

outward appearance. Nineteenth century minister 

and writer William G. Blaikie said, “The world is 

full of idolatries, but I question if any idolatry has 

been more extensively practiced than the idolatry of 

the outward appearance.”  

   God tells Samuel, “Your natural inclination is to 

only judge on outward appearance. But I can judge 

the heart that you can’t see. So, look to Me and 

don’t be so quick to judge a person only on their 

outward appearance.” Samuel needed to know his 

natural inclination to judge only on outward 

appearance, but he didn’t have to give into it. He 

could seek the LORD and seek God’s heart and 

mind when looking at people. 

We should use the same discernment today! 

  

Peace and Grace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

July 7, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 

Call Tree 
If you would like to be added to the call/text tree, 

please contact Tammy in the church office at 931-728-

4624.  Church office hours are Monday- Thursday 8 

a.m.- 4 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT ONE DAY OF HOPE 

There will be an open informational meeting for ONE 

DAY OF HOPE this coming Thursday, July 22 at 6:30 

PM in the sanctuary of Manchester First Presbyterian 

Church, 1101 Jackson Street.  If you have volunteered 

in the past or would like to help this year, you’re 

invited and encouraged to attend this meeting.  The 

ONE DAY OF HOPE event was canceled last year 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic but plans are being 

made to do the event this year on SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER 16 at the Coffee County Fairgrounds.   

 
The Sanctuary Choir will resume practice on 
Wednesday, July 28th at 7:15 PM in the Choir 
Room. 
 

 

SPRC Committee Meeting 

The SPRC Committee will meet on Monday July 26, 

2021, at 6:00 p.m. in the FUMC parlor.  The topic of 

discussion will be filling the Children’s Ministry 

position.   

 

 

 

 

 
     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

One of the most important things we can do as 
God’s children is to encourage our Christian 

brothers and sisters. 
 “May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 

Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, 

encourage your hearts and strengthen you in 
every good deed and word” (2 Thessalonians 

2:16-17). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   If you have been to late service the past couple of 

weeks, you probably know that we've been 

celebrating Kid's month in July. During Sunday 

school time, Pam Brooks and I have driven the 

church van around the nearby neighborhoods and 

picked up the kids who normally join us on 

Wednesday nights during the school year and brought 

them to church. We feed them breakfast and then they 

come up to our service and of course, on up to 

Children's Church. We had 10 kids the first Sunday 

and 12 today. We also had a pool party at the 

Manchester Rec center last Wednesday and will have 

another on Wednesday, July 28th (if you'd like to join 

us, we'll be there from 6:15-8:15).  

   If you haven't heard yet, my husband Tom and I 

will be moving to North Carolina in late September, 

His parents live there, and we have decided that we 

would like to be closer to them. Being the children's 

minister at Manchester First United Methodist for the 

past 3 years has been such a blessing to me. I've 

learned a lot, not to mention the wonderful people I 

have gotten to know and love here. If you have ever 

thought this might be a calling for you, I'd love to talk 

to you about it and answer any questions you may 

have. I will miss all of you very much. 

 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

Memorials & Honorariums 
 
A gift was given to the family fund in memory of 

Virginia Murchison, Bill Jones, and Larry Broadrick 

by Jim & Debra Thorington. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Hursel Shanks, John Roberson, Jack Huffman, and 

Sue Reid by Jean Johanson. 

 

A gift was given to the CLC-church preschool in 

memory & honor of all the preschool directors by Jim 

& Debra Thorington. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Bob Leonard by Mrs. Beverly Little. 

 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My 
Presence 

Attendance:                   Jul 11 & Jul 18 
Sunday School  44      48 
8:25 Service  48      34 
10:55 Service  72      97 
Facebook Live  76      90
                 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 

                                  Total of          Jul 11 & Jul 18 

Sunday School  85.14 
Coffee Time  20.00 
Youth  764.00 
Pastor Discretionary  25.00 
Missions   725.00 
Church Preschool  5,050.00 
Memorials to General Fund 375.00 
Family Fund  150.00 
UMW  450.00 
Radio Bible Class  120.00 
Watch Lights Ministry 157.00 
Communion Rail  20.00 
Non-Cash Gifts  300.00 
Weekly Required  18,408.00 
Contributions  17,724.00 
YTD Offering  256,517.00 
YTD Required  266,916.00 
(+/-) Difference  -10,399.00 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of July 18            Frank Langham 
Week of July 25         Jerry Reid 
Altar Guild 
July     Pam Riddle 
August     Deborah Amacher 
Counters 
July      Jerry Reid & Bill Tracy 
August         Roy Hendrix & Richard 
Dix 
Kitchen Monitors 
July     Jonathan Shedd 
August    Mike Childs & Patc Lillard 
Door Greeters 
July 18     Jerry Reid 
       Mike & Patricia Anderson 
July 25     Jerry Reid 
       Mike & Patricia Anderson      
Coffee Time 
July 18     Sarah Potuk 
July 25     Mike & Julie Giffin 
Communion  
August 
Preparer     Frank Lanham 
Servers’ 1st Service   Jonathan Shedd  
       Billie Danford 
Servers’ 2nd Service       Jim Thorington  
     Frank Langham 

 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Dorothy Bon    Mary & Don Rounds  
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 

though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 

like your name removed from the prayer listing. 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your  curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will 

scroll down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the 

form and submit your prayer requests and our staff 

will pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, 

the church staff is  available during the day at 931-

728-4624 to talk with you when you have prayer 

request. 

 

 

 
July 21–Aug 3, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Jul 21 Ken Jarratt 
Jul 23 Judy Brooks 
Jul 24 Joshua Barnard 
Jul 25 Tommy Potuk 
Jul 30 Julee Brooks Hill 
Jul 30 Mark Williams 
Aug 2 Jerry Reid 
Aug 3 Jeanette Taylor 
Aug 3 Daniel Porter 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event  

 

     In Sunday School we have been doing a study on The 

Secret Battle of Ideas About God. The past 2 weeks have 

focused on why we hurt. It compared different world 

views about why we experience pain in our lives. The 

Christian worldview tells us that these are trials and that 

while we don’t always enjoy trials, it’s in those times 

that we grow. Starting next week, we will begin a new 

series called Bold. 

   Last week on Wednesday night, we had a big time at 

the Rec center at our pool party. This week we will meet 

at church again and have a lesson on prayer. The 

following Wednesday (7/28) we will be back at the Rec 

center pool again! 

   The youth voted to meet on Wednesdays in the 

summer. Starting on August 8 we will begin meeting on 

Sundays once again and have a game night to kick us 

off.  

 

Be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 

 

CHRISTIAN LEARNING CENTER NEWS 

 
Summertime is almost gone and that brings mixed 

emotions.  

I for one am very excited about this coming school year 

especially as it relates to the Christian Learning 

Center.  I believe that this is going to be a great year in 

many different ways.  Two things that I want you to 

know about.  

1.  On July 27th there will be an Open House for parents, 

and families of this year’s students.  
2.  On August 1st there will be an Open House for the 

Church Members and Church Family, the teachers will 

be present, and you will get to meet the folks who are 

over the program and see the facility. This is a great 

ministry and one of the things that this church is known 

for.  Please make plans to be her on August 1st.  

 

Randy  

 

 

mailto:jackiemconnelly@aol.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com

