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From the Pastor’s Desk 
If there has ever been a time in my life and ministry that 
Psalm 122:1 has come alive, I think it will be this coming 
Sunday, June 7, 2020:  "I was glad when they said unto me, 
let us go into the house of the Lord."  It has been a long time 
since we were last together for in person worship - March 8, 
2020 to be exact.   As we come back together, I realize that 
some of you desire to wait a little longer, and as I have said 
before, I totally understand that, I respect that, and I will 
defend your right and your choice - you need not feel any 
pressure at all.  We will be live on Facebook and on our 
church website at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m., as well as radio 
broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  Please join us via one of those 
avenues. We are reaching folks that we have never reached 
before through these means, and we thank God for that.  
As we gather for worship in person, let me share the 
precautions that have been taken, and will be followed, as 
we gather. New MERV 8 AIR FILTERS have been installed for 
the four offices and the sanctuary. These will capture more 
bacteria than the MERV 7 filters that we formerly 
used.  Thanks to Mike Anderson for taking care of this.  
When you arrive on site and enter the building, please use 
either the basement door or the front ramp door.  There will 
be someone to greet you and give you hand sanitizer, check 
your temperature, and a mask will be provided for you 
should you need one ( we know that many, if not most of you 
have your own mask).  We will practice social distancing in 
our sitting arrangement, having every other pew marked off 
as "do not sit here."  Also, the pews will be wiped down with 
sanitizing wipes before and after each service.  Water 
fountains will not be available for use during this time.  Safety 
measures will be taken for offering and for Holy 
Communion.  
As you can tell, things will be a bit different than before, our 
only goal in taking these measures is to provide a safe and 
spiritual environment for people to worship.  We will 
suspend Coffee Time for a little longer and several Sunday 
School classes will wait a few more weeks to meet in person. 
Please talk with your Sunday School teacher concerning 
when the class will meet again. 
Looking SO forward to seeing you soon in the Father's house, 
Bro Randy  

 

We should never allow a negative experience in 
serving the Lord prevent us from seeking and 

responding to further opportunities for Christian 
service. 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time, we will reap a harvest if we do not give 

up” (Galatians 6:9). 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

If my math is correct, I have been in ministry now for 
just a little over 46 years.  In this time, I never EVER 
suspected that I would live to see the time when weekly 
worship in our building would be suspended due to a 
pandemic!  I keep hearing some folk say the church has 
been “closed.”  That is not accurate.  I prefer to think 
that the church has been deployed!  And we have 
managed well during our “quarantine” time.   
But now it has been deemed safe for us to reenter our 
beautiful, historic church building for “in person” 
worship beginning this coming Sunday, June 7th.  We 
will have REFUGE worship at 8:30 a.m. and our 
traditional service at 11:00 a.m.   
Of course, we will try very hard to honor the 
recommendations set forth by civic and medical 
professionals (like “social distancing) and services may 
look a little bit different. 
We will go back to broadcasting live on Facebook and 
WMSR radio.   
One thing, however, that will NEVER change is the 
faithfulness of a great God who loves us and provides 
for us!  It is God’s grace that has brought us “safe thus 
far and grace will lead (us) home!”  And this coming 
Sunday, June 7th, God’s grace will lead us to reuniting in 
worship at 105 Church Street!  I look forward to seeing 
you soon! 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
F

irst U
n

ite
d

 M
e
th

o
d

ist C
h

u
r
c
h

 

1
0

5
 C

h
u

rch
 Street 

M
an

ch
ester, TN

 37355 
9

3
1

-7
2
8

-4
6
2

4
 

w
w

w
.m

a
n
c
h
e
s
te

rfirs
t.o

rg
 

m
an

ch
esterfu

m
c@

g
m

ail.co
m

 
 

A
D

D
R

E
S

S
  S

E
R

V
IC

E
 

R
E

Q
U

E
S

T
E

D
 

N
o

n
p

ro
fit O

rgan
izatio

n
 

U
.S

. P
o

stag
e P

A
ID

 

M
a

n
c
h

e
ste

r
 T

N
 3

7
3
5

5
 

P
erm

it #
 4

6
 

The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

June 3, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

 



June 3, 2020                                                                       Midweek Visitor 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kingdom Kids 
Children's Sunday School lesson for the week: 
We end the month in Acts 8:26-40 and discover a Jesus 
follower named Philip. An angel told Philip to travel toward 
the desert. On the way, Philip met an Ethiopian official who 
was reading the Jewish Scriptures. He had questions and 
asked Philip. Philip answered the man’s question and pointed 
him to Jesus. The official put his faith in Jesus and was 
baptized.  
 

Bottom Line: Keep going even when you have questions. 
We’ll never know everything about anything, especially when 
it comes to our faith in God. In order to keep going, sometimes 
we have to ask questions about what we don’t know. We pray 
that kids will discover people in their life who they trust to ask 
hard questions about life and faith. 
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com  
 

       Hang Out Events 
So much to say today!!! 
 

If you told me that you have a graduating senior, then please 
keep an eye on your mail. I sent something out to you today. 
 

Our 2020 shirts are in, and they are amazing! They were 
designed by our own Soraida Barrera who will be in the 8th 
grade at WMS next year! 
 
Last night was our first Hangout meeting since life was shut 
down. It was so good to see all the kids! I missed the ones who 
were traveling or working, but we will see them soon. We 
talked about the power that God had by simply speaking and 
creating the world. He created us in His image, and He sent 
His Son to earth to show us how to live. Jesus had the power 
to raise the dead, heal the sick, and cast out demons. Romans 
6:10-11 tells us that the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from 
the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same 
Spirit living within you. That should excite us so much that we 
can’t help but share what Jesus has done for us! 
 

We will meet this Wednesday from 5:30-7:30, and then next 
Sunday, our upcoming 6th graders will be joining us! After 
that, we will only be meeting on Sundays. I will be looking at 
what options we have for fun stuff that we can do during the 
week as well. It is hard to work on that when EVERYTHING is 
closed! 
 
 

 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                           May 31 
Sunday School                   17 via Zoom  
Facebook Live         194      
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                                                Total of May 31 
Missions                                             50.00 
Required weekly                                                    9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                             6,158.00  
Year-to-date offering                           183,494.00         
Offering needed to date                                   202,488.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                  -18,994.00                                                 

 

 
This Sunday we will give thanks to God for 
his presence in our lives.  This "Ebenezer" which 
means "Stone of Hope" will be dedicated as a part of 
our history as a congregation .  I encourage you to 
read the story in 1 Samuel 7:12.  This Ebenezer will be 
a reminder to us and to those who come after us, that 
the Lord has always been and always will be with us. 
He is with us even in the midst of COVID 19 and social 
unrest.  
 

Hang Out Events (continued) 
BigStuf is still on, so far. We should know by June 12 for 
sure. I’m thinking even before that since there is a 
camp the week before ours. If they cancel that one, I’m 
sure ours will be too, but I’m holding out hope that we 
will be able to go. I’m excited about the charter bus, 
and this being the biggest group we’ve EVER taken! 
 

Stay well! 
 

Important Dates: 
June 3 - HangOut 
June 7 - First meeting with 6th graders 
July 12 – 16 - BigStuf 
 

Be Blessed 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  
(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 

Announcements 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THERE WILL BE 
NO SANCTUARY CHOIR, PRAISE BAND, OR 
MEN’S CHORUS REHEARSALS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. We will be postponing the 
Sanctuary Choir Easter Cantata until a later 
date as well. 
 

DEADLINES – Items to be put in 
the newsletter are due to the office no later than 
Monday at 3 p.m.; items to be put in the bulletin are due 
to the office no later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 

POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  Please 
let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO GET AHOLD OF YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone 
numbers so we can get our records up to date in 
case we need to contact you.  Thank you! 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 

HOW TO CONNECT AND WATCH ON 
FACEBOOK LIVE ON SUNDAY: 

 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream,” scroll down until you see the 
video with Sunday’s date. 

OR 

• Go to Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 
 

 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
No meal until further notice – taking 

precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Matilda Locke           Jon McHann 
Sharon Brown              Sandy Matlock     Suzanne Smead 
Sarah Marshall             Allen Niles       Betsy & Hursel Shanks 
Evans Baird                    Mason Phillips                  Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman         Paul Raser                    Bob Truesdale 
Frank Theaderman      Bernice Thornton        Billie Danford 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                 The Connellys 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Belinda Holman (Aunt B)    Troy Rose    Dorscene Hendrick 
Dianne Conklin                               Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
Ed Turner 
                 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 

Members on your prayer list even though they may not 
be listed above. 

 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

 

 
June 3 - 9, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 

 

June 6 – Kaylee Holland 
June 7 – Dorothy Bon 
    Donna Keeling 
    Christopher Miller 
June 8 – Anita Turner 
June 9 – Nicole Carter 
    Mattie Lee Eaton 
 

If you have a birthday during the above listed 
time and it is not listed above, please call the 
church office and I will make a note in 
PowerChurch and list it on next week’s birthday 
list. 
Thanks – Suzanne 
 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/

