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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

The time in which we live is the most interesting time 
in the history of our country.  Never has the church 
had such an opportunity to witness to the love, grace, 
and forgiveness of Christ.  As the church, the body of 
Christ, we need to step up and be a positive influence 
in the world.  We do not need to get caught up in all 
the negative of the political landscape. We are to be 
the light of the world, a city of light to a dark 
world.  Be positive in your attitude toward each day 
and the challenges that it brings.   
We can either be a thermometer or a thermostat.  A 
thermometer reports the climate, a thermostat sets 
the tone.  You and I can decide if we will reflect what 
is going on or we can set the tone for the future.  It's 
our choice, it's your choice.    
 
Have a great week!      
 
Randy  
 

We should never allow a negative experience in 
serving the Lord prevent us from seeking and 

responding to further opportunities for Christian 
service. 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time, we will reap a harvest if we do not give 

up” (Galatians 6:9). 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

I heard a story about a man who took his small son 
with him to town one day to run some errands. 
When lunch time arrived, the two of them went to 
a familiar diner for a sandwich. The father sat down 
on one of the stools at the counter and lifted the 
boy up to the seat beside him. They ordered lunch, 
and when the waiter brought the food, the father 
said, "Son, we'll just have a silent prayer." Dad got 
through praying first and waited for the boy to 
finish his prayer, but he just sat with his head 
bowed for an unusually long time. When he finally 
looked up, his father asked him, "What in the world 
were you praying about all that time?" With the 
innocence and honesty of a child, he replied, "How 
do I know? It was a silent prayer." 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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Joan Jones passed away on June 18, 2020 at the 
age of 102.  Visitation will be June 24 at 11 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at Coffee County Funeral Home in 
Manchester, TN, followed by a 3 p.m. graveside 
service and entombment at Rose Hill Memorial 

Gardens in Tullahoma, TN. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to Alive Hospice in 

Nashville, TN or Pennington United Methodist 
Church in Nashville, TN. Please pray for her family 

during this difficult time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baby Bottle Fundraiser for LifeChoices 

This past Sunday on Father’s Day, we started the 
Baby Bottle campaign.  Baby bottles are available 
at the church for you to take home. Baby bottles 
and contributions are due back at the church on 

July 19. LifeChoices are very grateful for any 
support you may give. 
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          Kingdom Kids 
This week in Children's Church: In Acts 9:10-31 we see what 
happens after Jesus meets Paul on the road to Damascus. God 
came to Ananias, a follower of Jesus living in Damascus. Ananias 
knew Paul’s reputation, but he trusted that God would take care 
of him. He might have been scared, but he trusted that Jesus 
could change anyone, including a man like Paul. He even helped 
Paul escape Damascus when some of the religious leaders 
plotted to kill Paul. Bottom Line: Knowing Jesus can help you 
face your fears. When we believe that Jesus conquered death 
itself, we can believe that Jesus can do anything. Knowing Jesus 
gives us a peace that passes all understanding. We might fear 
something from time to time, but we can put our trust in Jesus 
and know that we can face anything when He’s with us. 
We had a staff meeting this week and I wanted to let you know 
what’s going on with the children’s department. Normally, I do 
the “ meat and potatoes” of our lesson during Sunday school and 
do lighter games and busy work during Children’s Church. Since 
we aren’t having a real Sunday school right now, the “meat and 
potatoes “ have moved to Children’s Church. We plan to resume 
our normal Sunday school schedule August 2nd. Until then, if 
your Sunday School class is meeting at 10 and you would like to 
leave your kids with me, that’s fine. We’ll probably play games 
or maybe visit the playground, but your kids will be well taken 
care of. 
Also, we won’t be having a VBS this summer due to concerns 
about the virus. We will be doing an outreach to the community 
with a cook-out at the Housing Authority Saturday, July 25th. 
If you’re like me these days, you find comfort in having some idea 
of what to expect. So, this is where we stand right now. Have a 
great week, and I’ll see you Sunday! Sorry I was so long winded 
this week! 
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com  
 

       Hang Out Events 
In Sunday School this week we started a study by Francis Chan 
called Crazy Love. This week’s lesson focused on taking time 
before we pray to think about who it is we’re talking to. God is 
so big, and so mighty, and so awesome. We read John’s of God’s 
throne room in Revelation 4. It talks about flashes of lightning 
and thunder being all around him, and how awesome he looks. 
Our goal this week is to take time to think about that before we 
go to God in prayer and remembering that when we pray and 
when we worship, we are going to God’s throne. Francis gave the 
illustration about a girl that was in a worship team where he 
spoke quite often. He said that week after week she seemed to 
be more passionate in her praise. One day he stopped to ask her 
how she was able to do that each week, and she told him that 
every week she asked God to create something new in her 
worship experience. How would our lives and our worship be 
different if we did that? 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                           June 21 
Sunday School                       31 
8:25 Service          50 
10:55 Service          58 
Facebook Live         210      
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                                                Total of June 21 
Sunday School      19.00 
Missions                                          810.00 
Youth                             373.00 
Required weekly                                                    9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                            4,788.00  
Year-to-date offering                           216,800.00         
Offering needed to date                                   230,100.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                  -13,300.00  
 
  

Hang Out (continued) 

For Hangout this summer, we’ve kind of been doing a 
Christianity 101. We talked about how big and awesome 
God is, that He created the world with just his voice. We 
talked about the Bible last week. This week we talk about 
how we are created in God’s image. Our youth are 
bombarded by images of what the world thinks is 
“perfect” everywhere they turn. It’s easy to think that 
they don’t measure up, but it’s important for them to 
remember that they are created in God’s image. It causes 
us to measure our worth a bit differently. Last week we 
gave students a scripture to memorize. We’re going to 
work on memorizing more scripture this summer. Here’s 
our verse for the last week: 
2 Timothy 3:16- All scripture is God-breathed and useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness.  
 

Just a reminder that other than our fun events, we are 
currently only meeting on Wednesdays.  
 

I reported last week that we had filled all of our spots for 
BigStuf, but I’ve had 3 students drop out. These are 
strange times, and even BigStuf has had to make changes, 
so it’s understandable. I am still in need of prayer 
partners. Please call, text or email me if you’re interested 
in being a prayer partner this year. I’ll get information to 
you as soon as I get it back from the youth.  
 

We appreciate all you do for the youth of the church! 
 

Important Dates: 
June 30 - Water Balloon Capture the Flag-bring your own 
water gun if you have one, water balloons will be 
provided. Make sure you wear clothes you don’t mind 
getting wet!!!!! 
July 12 – 16 - BigStuf 
 

Stay Well and Be Blessed! 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  
(931) 409 - 0657 

 
 

Announcements 

DEADLINES – Items to be put in 
the newsletter are due to the office no later than 
Monday at 8 a.m. (TIME CHANGE); items to be put in 
the bulletin are due to the office no later than Thursday 
at noon.  Thank you! 
 

POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  Please 
let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO GET AHOLD OF YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers so 
we can get our records up to date in case we need to 
contact you.  Thank you! 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

There is a new prayer request feature on 
our church web site.  Simply go to 
www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 
mouse curser of the “Home” tab.  There you 
will scroll down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  
Fill out the form and submit your prayer 
requests and our staff will pray for you.  It 
is available 24/7.   
 
 

Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 

HOW TO CONNECT AND WATCH ON 
FACEBOOK LIVE ON SUNDAY: 

 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester First 
United Methodist Church,” scroll down until 
you see the video with Sunday’s date. 

OR 

• Go to Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, scroll 
down until you see the video with Sunday’s 
date. 

 
Memorial 

A gift to the Youth Fund in memory of Addison West 
was given by the Sallie O’Neal Fellowship Circle. 

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Matilda Locke           Jon McHann 
Sharon Brown              Sandy Matlock     Suzanne Smead 
Sarah Marshall             Allen Niles       Betsy & Hursel Shanks 
Evans Baird                    Mason Phillips                  Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman         Paul Raser                    Bob Truesdale 
Frank Theaderman      Bernice Thornton        Billie Danford 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                  Phyllis Heath 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Troy Rose              Dorscene Hendrick               Bob Leonard 
Dianne Conklin                               Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
Ed Turner              Linda Jernigan, daughter Becca & family      
                 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 

Members on your prayer list even though they may not 
be listed above. 

 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

 

 
June 24 - 30, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 

 

June 27 – Karla Childs 
      Patricia Jones 
June 28 – Benjamin Giffin 
      Jay Trussler 
       Sherry Hazen 
June 30 – Katy Riddle 
 

If you have a birthday during the above listed 
time and it is not listed above, please call the 
church office and I will make a note in 
PowerChurch and list it on next week’s birthday 
list. 
Thanks – Suzanne 
 
 

Virginia Murchison’s birthday is July 3 and 
she will be 100!!!  Please send her 
birthday cards at: 
234 NHC Tullahoma  
1321 Cedar Lane 
Tullahoma, TN 37388 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/

