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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Exodus 17: 8 – 13 (NIV) 

8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 

9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to 

fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill 

with the staff of God in my hands.” 10 So Joshua fought the 

Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur 

went to the top of the hill. 11  As long as Moses held up his hands, 

the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, 

the Amalekites were winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, 

they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and 

Hur held his hands up – one on one side, one on the other – so 

that his hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua overcame 

the Amalekite army with the sword. 

CONSIDER THIS 

The Israelites’ wilderness struggle goes next level today.  They 

run into a bonafide enemy: The dreaded Amalekites. Gandalf, I 

mean Moses, taps his lay leader, Joshua: “Choose some of our 

men and go out to fight the Amalekites.” Now, watch what Moses 

does: “Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of 

God in my hands.” “Hang on Pastor,” Joshua must have 

thought. “Isn’t that your job?” Shouldn’t you be going to the 

battlefield to swing the staff of God while we go to the bleachers 

– I mean mountain – to pray for you? I know, I know.  That’s 

eisegesis (i.e. reading my own agenda into the text). I’m calling 

my own foul, and whether the text supports my point or not, we 

all know the point is “on point.”  While I am a deep appreciator 

of ordained clergy people (men and women) – I am one – I  think 

the system many of our churches have devolved into has become 

toxic for the whole people of God. It’s why the proverbial 

Amalekites are running up the score against our local churches, 

towns, and cities for the past too-many-years-to-count. 

Can we be honest about something? The church doesn’t have lay 

people. THE CHURCH IS LAY PEOPLE. If I hear one more 

person say anything to the effect of, “I’m just a layperson,” I’m 

going to swat them with the staff of God. And I know it’s not 

your fault, lay people. It’s the system and church culture many 

of us find ourselves in. Too often, when a layperson tries to get 

in the game (which effectively means starting a new game), they 

get the Heisman (stiff arm), not so much from the leadership, but 

from the model. Its not the clergy’s fault either. It’s the broken 

model’s fault.  

Here’s what we all know.  We need the army on the field and on 

the mountain, everyone playing their distinctive part (lay and 

clergy) in the work of sowing for great awakening.  To be clear, 

I’m not talking about church activities here, but the movement of 

God’s mission into all the places in a community (and the world) 

it takes the whole church to go. I’m talking about a bonafide 

New Testament model of Church. 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

It’s difficult to believe but this coming Sunday is 

MOTHER’S DAY! My mom passed away in February 

of 2013. I still miss her. And Dad too (he left us in 1986 

quite unexpectedly). But I have really good memories of 

my parents when I was growing up and even well into 

my adult years. 

My mom was a strong Christian. In fact, she “preached” 

at me and my brothers Jeff and Randy seemingly ALL 

THE TIME! Funny, I don’t remember her preaching any 

of those sermons to my sister, Jana! But mom was a 

Godly example for me and my siblings. She made sure 

our home was always full of love (and good food!). We 

lived on an 100 acre farm and we didn’t have a lot by 

today’s standards, but what we had was enough and we 

had each other. Mom made sure we were clean and fed.  

In fact, two of her favorite sayings were “cleanliness is 

next to Godliness” and “eat what’s put in front of you 

and hush your mouth!” For the longest time, I thought 

both of these sayings were in the Bible somewhere.  

They are not! But we kids understood them just the 

same! 

I know I could write a book about growing up in 

Southern Ohio on that farm. And I could tell you a 

thousand different stories about my parents. And I also 

know that I was truly one of the “lucky ones!” My 

parents loved each other and taught us how to respect 

them and others, how to work hard, appreciate what you 

have and, most importantly, how to love God. I realize 

that not everyone can identify with my story when it 

comes to parents. And that is heartbreaking. And while 

I miss my mom terribly, especially around Mother’s Day 

each year, I am eternally grateful that God saw fit to 

place me in such a loving family! And I KNOW that 

someday I’ll see my parents again in a much better place. 

Until then, I can honor their memory by being the best 

person I can be, cause that’s how they raised me! And 

Happy Mother’s Day to all you moms!  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 

Exodus 17: 11 - As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites 

were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites 

were winning. Great Awakening depends on real, deep, and 

sustained movement at the level of our local churches.  The next 

great program cannot do this. We have all been through enough 

Bishops’ initiatives and five-point strategic plans to know that 

they will never get it done. I mean no disrespect to our leaders in 

saying this – they know it too. 

Perhaps the biggest delusion we have all labored under for the 

past hundred years is we can get to the future we want by 

changing the model or the method – as though rearranging the 

deck chairs on the Titanic could somehow solve the problem. 

Only an awakening can turn this ship around; not a passing 

revival or a brief refreshing, but a comprehensive, broad based 

awakening that touches and transforms every sector of our society 

– beginning with the house of God. 

Yes, it will take a broad-based person-by-person awakening to 

see the movement of God’s Spirit seep across and heal our land. 

This is all at once a lot easier than any of us imagine – because 

God will do it – yet it will require a very challenging set of 

dispositional shifts on our part. It will take a riveted focus on the 

ministry of Word and Spirit, prayer with fasting, banded 

discipleship and the imaginative expansion of the Kingdom of 

God, on Earth as it is in Heaven. (And those links aren’t pitches; 

just representative examples to show you the skin we have in the 

game. We are all-in on this.) 

Exodus 17: 12 - When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone 

and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his 

hands up – one on one side, one on the other – so that his hands 

remained steady till sunset. So here’s the invitation.  While 

COVID-19 is taking a toll on all of our old worlds with their 

systems, structures, and budgets, it is accelerating our plans to do 

the real work we hear God calling us to.  We hear the call to 

launch a global network to gather, connect, and resource the 

people of God to sow for a Great Awakening. 

I see myself as Hur. I’m alongside you day in and day out, holding 

up at least one of your arms over the mission field of your life. 

There is a much larger Aaron and Hur (and Moses and Joshua and 

Miriam and Samantha and Bill and Paul and Carol and John and 

Robyn and Bauta and Gordon and Laura and…) kind of work we 

are all called to. It is the work of sowing for a Great Awakening. 

It is a together-work. It will be fiercely local and local church 

oriented yet broadly connected as we read together, pray together, 

meet together, and sow together.  

I don’t want to be over-dramatic, but I think every daily text I 

have ever written leads to this next question – indeed my whole 

life to this point: This is why I have come to this work. This is 

what it is all for. 

Are your arms raised? Is your heart as mine? Do you want to 

explore this? Answer these five quick questions here and we will 

go from there.  I’m not moving to close here but to open; not 

asking for a commitment but curiosity.  This is not a sales pitch. 

It’s a sowing pitch. Nobody pays. Everybody sows. 

Exodus 17: 13 - So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the 

sword. 

And about our sword? Take the helmet of salvation and the sword 

of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Ephesians 6:17). 

Randy 
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Kingdom Kids 
We start off the month in Matthew 28: 16 – 20, Luke 24: 50 – 

53, and Acts 1: 1 – 11 as we help kids discover more about the 

final moments of Jesus’ life on earth. Before He went back to 

His Father, Jesus gave His disciples a huge mission: tell the 

world about Him. The message of Jesus was for everyone, and 

it was their job to get the word out.  
 

Bottom Line: Keep going even when it seems impossible.  A 

lot can seem impossible to a kid. From learning to tie their 

shoes to reading paragraphs out loud in class to memorizing 

those multiplication facts, kids will face all sorts of moments 

when they feel like everything is too hard, too big, or too long 

to finish.  But that’s where God comes in.  We pray that kids 

will start to understand that no matter what they face – 

impossible or not – they can trust God to help them through it.  
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

Jackiemconnelly@aol.com  

 
 
 
 

Hang Out Events 
I still have only heard about 2 seniors. If you know of one in 

our church family, please let me know. 

 

Please continue to keep BigStuf speaker Stuart Hall in your 

prayers. He went home yesterday, but needs continues prayers 

for strength and continued healing.  

 

We will be getting a refund from Group Week of Hope soon. 

As soon as I get it back, I will be able to get deposits to anyone 

who paid one.  

 

BigStuf has cancelled their June camps, but as of right now, 

their July camps are still on. We are riding it out to see what 

their final decision is for July. I am really hoping that we get 

to go because we all LOVE BigStuf! 

 

Don’t forget about our Google Meets on Sundays at 4:00 p.m.! 

 

Youth, be thinking about what you want to do on our first 

meeting when all of this is over!  I want it to be a good time 

for everyone.  Might even invite our new 6th graders! 

 

Stay home and stay well! 
 

Important dates: 
BigStuf    July 12-16 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 

amishedd@bellsouth.net 

(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

The primary way we are to obtain money is to 
work for it. 

“Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind 
your own business and to work with your own 

hands” (1 Thessalonians 4:11). 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                             May 3 
Sunday School                   34 via Zoom  
Facebook Live          181 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                                  Total of May 3 
Missions                                          965.00 
Youth                            250.00 
Music     50.00 
Memorials to General Fund                                   200.00 
Required weekly                                                   9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                            8,835.00  
Year-to-date offering                          154,637.00         
Offering needed to date                                   165,672.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                  -11,035.00                                                 

 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 

 

No “In Person” worship Service until 
further notice. 

 
Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. 

and 11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 
 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 

Memorials 
A gift to the Music Fund in memory of Susan 
Wood was donated by Carolyn Norfleet. 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Jo 
Lynn Longstreth, JoNelle Riddle, Judy 
Worthington, Annerne Beckman, and Susan 
Wood was donated by Mattie Lee Eaton. 
 
 

Christian Learning Center 
Looking forward to Fall 2020, we have 
openings for 1 year old’s thru 5 year old’s.  Let 
your family and friends know they can contact 
Judy Brooks at 931-728-8283 (pre-school 
phone number), brooks_haven@hotmail.com, 
or 931-728-4624 (church phone number).  
 

Announcements 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THERE WILL BE 
NO SANCTUARY CHOIR, PRAISE BAND, OR 
MEN’S CHORUS REHEARSALS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. We will be postponing the 
Sanctuary Choir Easter Cantata until a later 
date as well. 
 

DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; items 
to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 

POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  Please 
let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO GET AHOLD OF YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone 
numbers so we can get our records up to date in 
case we need to contact you.  Thank you! 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
No meal until further notice – taking 

precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 
 
 
 
 

HOW TO CONNECT AND WATCH ON 
FACEBOOK LIVE ON SUNDAY: 

 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream,” scroll down until you see the 
video with Sunday’s date. 

OR 

• Go to Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Matilda Locke           Jon McHann 
Sharon Brown              Sandy Matlock     Suzanne Smead 
Sarah Marshall             Allen Niles       Betsy & Hursel Shanks 
Evans Baird                    Mason Phillips                  Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman         Paul Raser                    Bob Truesdale 
Frank Theaderman      Bernice Thornton        Billie Danford 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                 The Connellys 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Belinda Holman (Aunt B)    Troy Rose    Dorscene Hendrick 
Dianne Conklin                               Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
                 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 

Members on your prayer list even though they may not 
be listed above. 

 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

 
 
 

 

May 6 – 12, 2020 Church Family 
Birthdays 

 
May  6 – Stacey Cravens 
       Michael Keeling 
          9 – Jack Daniel 
         10 – Debra Thorington 
         11 -  Karen Henegar 
          Brad Riddle 
 
If you have a birthday during the 
above listed time and it is not listed 
above, please call the church office 
and I will make a note in 
PowerChurch and list it on next 
week’s birthday list. 
Thanks – Suzanne 
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