
May 5, 2021  Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
  
   I want to take this opportunity to share with you the 

members and friends of Manchester First United 

Church something that is LONG overdue.  I want 

you to know that this church is very blessed to have 

its current staff.  

   One of the unseen people that serves us each week 

is Ricky Bradford.  Ricky has been our custodian for 

OVER THIRTY YEARS.  Many if not most of you 

have never seen Ricky and you might not even know 

him if you bumped into him.  He has such a positive 

attitude, always willing to help in whatever way he is 

needed.  

   Ricky is a caring person; he has longevity with this 

congregation.  He also works in maintenance with 

Westwood School.  You never think about the hours 

and hours that Ricky puts into making sure that this 

building is clean, safe, and the lighting is in working 

order, just to name a few things he does.   

   Ricky is the senior member of the staff in terms of 

being here the longest.  Ricky always has a smile, a 

can-do attitude, and really enjoys having a 

conversation with other people.  He is here mainly in 

the afternoons; I hope that you might take the time to 

drop by and say hello to Ricky or send him a note to 

the church to let him know how much you appreciate 

the great job that he does here at Manchester FUMC. 

Whenever anyone ask Ricky to check on something 

he has a standard answer, and with his positive tone 

he says, "NO PROBLEM."  RICKY BRADFORD 

you are a blessing and inspiration to us all. 

   Thanks Ricky, we appreciate you more than words 

can express.  

  

Randy Brown 
 

 

 

 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   This is a pretty good quote from former 

University of Alabama football coach, Bear 

Bryant.  “I'm just a plow hand from Arkansas, 

but I have learned how to hold a team together. 

How to lift some men up, how to calm down 

others, until finally they've got one heartbeat 

together, a team.  There's just three things I'd 

ever say: If anything goes bad, I did it. If 

anything goes semi-good, then we did it. If 

anything goes real good, then you did it. That's 

all it takes to get people to win football games 

for you.” 

   That same type of teamwork mentality is true 

in the church too!  We all need to share the 

responsibility of sharing the Gospel with others 

while building up the Body of Christ. 

It’s not just my job, or your job or the 

preacher’s job.  It’s all of us 

together!  “Teamwork makes the dream work!” 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 

   Alzheimer’s Tennessee will host their 

annual PURPLE OLYMPICS on Saturday, 

May 8, 2021 beginning at 9:00 AM at the 

Tullahoma High School Wilkins Stadium 

(football field), 1001 North Jackson Street in 

Tullahoma.  The Purple Olympics is an annual 

event/fundraiser which raises money for 

educational opportunities and support groups as 

well as community awareness regarding 

Alzheimer’s disease.  There will be food, 

games, music and much more.  To find out 

more or sign up to be on a team, please call 

Fran Gray at 931-434-2348l or visit 

www.alzTennessee.org/PurpleOlyumpics.   
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Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 Matilda Locke will be 

celebrating her 100th birthday with a birthday parade 

on Saturday, May 15, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. at McArthur 

Manor.  A police escort and firetrucks will lead the 

parade.  The participants will meet at the 

Administrative Building at 1331 McArthur at 1:00 

p.m.  Everyone is invited to attend this wonderful 

event.  Please RSVP Janie Casey at 931-308-7116 or 

via email at jjcasey16@yahoo.com or Melissa Cope at 

615-838-9177 if you plan to attend.  
  
 

There was a grey Foster Grant glass case 

left in the sanctuary in the last pew.  It can be picked 

up in the church office. 

 
 

 
 

May 5 –May 11, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 
 

May 6 Stacy Cravens 
May 6 Richie Clark 
May 6 Michael Keeling 
May 8 Sandy Matlock 
May 9 Jack Daniel 

May 10 Debra Thorington 
May 11 Karen Henegar 
May 11 Kaitlyn Thornton 
May 11 Brad Riddle 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and 

it is not listed above, please call the church office and 

a note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 
 

 

 

 

A spiritual gift is a God-given ability for service 
that God wants us to use to minister to others. 

 “Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 

  

http://www.alztennessee.org/PurpleOlyumpics
http://www.alztennessee.org/PurpleOlyumpics
mailto:jjcasey16@yahoo.com
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Memorials & Honorariums 
 
Gifts were given to the General fund in memory of 

Virginia Murchison and to the music fund in memory 

of Larry Broadrick by Ken & Marie Kimble. 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   We kick off the month with something Paul wrote 

in 1 Corinthians 9:24-25. So run in a way that will get 

you the prize. All who take part in the games train 

hard, (NIrV). Paul used running in a race as a way to 

talk about our relationship with God. A growing 

relationship with God isn’t something that happens 

overnight; we need to practice it. The verse sets up 

the rest of the month for how we can practice our 

faith. 

Bottom Line: Keep practicing what matters most. 

   What matters most? We think it’s a growing 

relationship with Jesus. When it comes to getting 

things done, more often than not, you need a plan. 

The same is true in your relationship with Jesus. We 

hope kids learn some practical steps to make a plan to 

prioritize growing an everyday faith in Jesus. 

   We have concluded our Wednesday night activities 

for the school year. It was a very different year as we 

navigated our way through Covid procedures. Thank 

you to all the teachers and helpers who have gotten us 

through this.  We actually added children to the roster 

this year!  I know we are having an impact on the 

lives of these children when I knock on their door to 

pick them up and the little ones throw their arms 

around my legs because they're so happy to be 

coming to church! I am excited to announce our 

summer event for the children very soon! 

 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

 

Virginia Hoyle Murchison passed 

away Monday, April 26, 2021.  Funeral services were 

at  1 p.m. Saturday, May 1, at Hillcrest Funeral 

Home.  Burial followed at Hollywood Cemetery.  

Virginia is survived by her son, William Ray 

(Brenda) Gage. 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My 
Presence 

Attendance:                    May 2 
Sunday School        39 
8:25 Service        50 
10:55 Service        56 
Facebook Live        77
                               

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                             May 2 

Sunday School  18.00 
Coffee Time  24.00 
Youth  200.00 
Missions   1,380.00 
Music  25.00 
Memorials to General Fund 25.00 
Good Samaritan  100.00 
Watch Lights Ministry 144.00 
Non-Cash Gifts  178.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  11,152.00 
YTD Offering  168,440.00 
YTD Required  165,672.00 
(+/-) Difference  +2,768.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

Building Checker 
Week of May 2    Don Inglish 
Week of May 9       Roger Weeks  
Altar Guild 
For the Month of May                 Debra Thorington 
For the Month of June  
Counters 
For the Month of May            Richard Dix 
           Seth Roberts 
For the Month of June    Frank Langham 
    Mike Keeling 
Kitchen Monitors 
For the Month of May             Pam Riddle 
For the Month of June    Sarah Potuck 
Coffee Time 
May 9                                       Trish & Daniel Porter 
May 16                                      Youth-Senior Sunday  
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester 
FUMC! 
 

Church wide announcement: 

If you would like access to the RightNow Media 

page, go to the following website: 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/

Manchester 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Billie Danford   Suzanne Cardwell        
Mary & Don Rounds                                                          
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother  
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 

though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 

like your name removed from the prayer listing. 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your  curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will 

scroll down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the 

form and submit your prayer requests and our staff 

will pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, 

the church staff is  available during the day at 931-

728-4624 to talk with you when you have prayer 

request. 

 

 

 

Congratulations: 
Our church family would like to congratulate Baylee 

Nester who is graduating from the University of 

Tennessee on May 9 Suma Cum Laude with a pre-

veterinary medicine degree awarded upon 

completion of 3 years in undergraduate studies and 1 

year of veterinary school. She will continue her 

studies the next 3 years at the University of 

Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine in 

Knoxville. Congratulations, Baylee! We are proud 

of you! 

 

Hang Out Event  
 
   On May 16 we will be honoring two graduating 

seniors, Aby Hernandez, and Clarissa Barrera. We will 

recognize them at both services and have a reception for 

them during Coffee Time that morning.  

   If you would like to feed the youth on a Sunday night 

or would like to donate money toward feeding them, it 

would be greatly appreciated. The only date taken right 

now is May 2 and we are not meeting on May 9 because 

of Mother’s Day. 

   In Sunday School this week we started a new series 

called The Secret Battle of Ideas About God. We started 

reading the first chapter of the book, and I think this is 

going to be really good. We learned about Rick Rescorla 

who was one of the heads of security for Morgan Stanley 

at the World Trade Center. When the first building was 

hit, despite being told not to, he started evacuating the 

offices he was in charge of, and saved the lives of 

hundreds, maybe thousands of Morgan Stanley 

employees. People who survived remember him because 

he sang while evacuating people in order to help keep 

them calm. He is remembered as a hero. It’s grabbed our 

attention, for sure, and we are looking forward to 

learning more. 

   At Hangout Sunday night we continued studying the 

book of Ephesians studying Ephesians 2:1-10. Their 

homework for this lesson is picking out how to live the 

lesson out. Here are their options: Prayer- Look at your 

life, if you’ve been trying to pay your own way, talk to 

God about it. Trust in His goodness and not your own. 

Memorize- Ephesians 2:8-10. Make some art- God is the 

Creator. Create something that reflects your relationship 

with Him. Analyze- If you are God’s creation, analyze 

yourself. What strengths has God given you? What 

struggles do you have? Share- If you know someone 

who’s trying hard to earn God’s grace, share the truth of 

Ephesians 2 with them. 

   On Wednesdays at Hangout, we’ve been studying 

Spiritual gifts. This week we will review those gifts and 

take a spiritual gifts inventory and see what gifts we 

have. 

   BigStuf is full!!! Deposits are due Wednesday, and 

your total cost of the trip is $100 which will need to be 

paid prior to our trip. 

 

Be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
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