
May 25, 2022  Midweek Visitor 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
    
 

   As you know this past Sunday was an interesting 

one at Manchester  First United Methodist Church.  

We had some interference during the storm on 

Saturday evening/Sunday morning.  The storm 

interfered with our magnetic locking system thus the 

reason we were locked out of the building and had 

the early worship service outside.   

   I learned a couple of things through the process:   

#1.  I was not  called to be a street corner preacher!!!!  

#2   The people of this church are flexible and eager 

to go with the flow.  

   As the people were arriving for the early service 

gathered, there was concern, support, and a 

willingness to, "let's just have church outside."  So, 

we did.  A few had lawn chairs in their car, a few sat 

on the steps, and the rest of the folks just stood 

up.  Everyone was excited and very positive about 

the experience.  

   We did not have the Easter Sunrise service outside 

so this made up for it.  LOL      

#3 Special word of thanks to Dana, The Praise Team, 

Jessica, Roger and Kimla, Tammy, Ricky,  BankPak, 

and Duck River Electric,   

   Please REMEMBER SUNDAY MAY 29, 2022, 

ONE SERVICE ONLY  11:00 A.M.   

COFFEE TIME 9:30  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

10:00     

NO EARLY SERVICE BECAUSE OF IT BEING 

5TH SUNDAY     

 

See you Sunday at the father’s house,  

Brother Randy  

 

 
 
 
  

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 
   It was on May 21st, 1972, that I graduated 

from Felicity-Franklin high school in my 

hometown of Felicity, Ohio.  This past 

Saturday marked 50 years since that milestone 

event. Now, you have to understand that 

Felicity is a very small town - only about 1000 

people.  But the school systems in Ohio at the 

time were in “townships.”  So, I attended all 12 

years there.  Contrary to what you might think, 

I was not held back any of those years! 

    We had 43 in the class of 1972.   Over these 

years I had lost contact with most of my 

classmates.  But I’ve been able to reconnect 

with a few through social media.  (Am I the 

ONLY one who has aged with grace?)  Some of 

my old classmates have been posting many 

photos (yes, we had cameras back then) of the 

activities we were involved in during our senior 

year.  You won’t find me pictured with the 

track team or basketball team.  But I am in a lot 

of pictures featuring the band and chorus.   

   When I was a Junior, I started dating a girl 

who was a freshman.  Four years later, in 1974 

a month after she graduated, we got married. 

Pam and I will celebrate 48 years next month!  I 

am a blessed man. 

   I suppose reflecting on my own graduation a 

half century ago reminds me of the great 

importance of friendship and education, which 

are equally as important today. So, 

congratulations to the class of 2022!  For me, 

those high school years were some of the best 

of my life!   
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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Mary & Martha Class 

ALL LADIES ARE INVITED to join the Mary & 

Martha class for our summer study, Life Lessons from 

Philippians, starting June 12. The believers in Philippi 

were struggling to grow in faith due to the stress of 

living in a sinful culture.  Writing from a Roman jail, 

the apostle Paul encouraged them to live a life of joy, 

peace, and contentment.  He reminded them of 

Biblical truths and pointed them to Jesus.  Join us as 

Max Lucado focuses on 12 of those truths.  We meet 

on the top floor in Rm 206 at 10 o’clock.  For more 

information call Karla Childs as 723-4192. 

 

 

The Baby Bottle Fundraiser 

began on  May 8, 2022, and will  end on Father’s Day, June 

19, 2022.  You can  pick up a bottle in the church 

Sanctuary. Fill it with change, cash, or checks.  These 

donations will help young families in our community.  

Bring your bottles back to church on Father’s Day, June 19, 

2022. 

 

 Graduation was held in the Sanctuary 

Friday Night.  The Sanctuary was full of family and 

friends celebrating our graduates.  We are so proud of 

each one of them and will miss them next year. 

  I want to thank Dana Brooks for all the hard work 

helping us practice and putting together our video. 

  We look forward  to a great 2022-2023 school year. 

 

Our sympathy to Daniel & Trish Porter on 

the passing of Daniel’s mother Janice Smotherman 

Porter.  Funeral services were Saturday May 21, 2022, 

in Murfreesboro, TN.  Donations may be made in her 

memory to Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital or to the 

Alzheimer’s Association 
     
 
 The church office will be closed on Monday, May 30, 
2022, in observance of Memorial Day.       

 
 

 

 

Because all that we have belongs to God, 
our goal in using that which belongs to 

him is to glorify God. 
“So, whether you eat or drink or whatever you 

do, do it all for the glory of God”                           
(1 Corinthians 10:31). 

 

 

https://www.lifechoicestn.org/
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 KINGDOM KIDS 

I tell our Kingdom Kids all the time.  If you aren’t 

sure who the author of a book in the New Testament 

is; guess Paul and you’ll be right most of the 

time.  He has every right to be like, “God, I have done 

my best here, a little help!” He LOVED so big, he 

taught, he evangelized, and…….  he suffered.  We 

don’t like to talk about suffering.  It’s not popular and 

it’s obviously very… uncomfortable!  But in the 

midst of all that physical pain, discomfort and 

unfathomable circumstances.  Paul did the 

unthinkable.  He and Silas began to Praise God.  And 

those prisoners, who probably were not in the best of 

circumstances themselves, thought Wow, well at least 

we got it better than those guys.  The other prisoners 

took notice.   

   I had someone dear to me once say to their kids 

“Who are you going to be?”. When you get in 

trouble, “Who are you going to be?”.  When you are 

hurting; “Who are you going to be?”. When life falls 

apart…. “Who are you going to be?”.  What these 

beautiful children are learning is the core of the 

gospel and what we need to know is this: We are not 

promised sunshine and roses, but we are assured that 

God will use us in the midst of our pain, hurt, and 

yes, suffering.   

   When the urge is to give up, scream at the world 

and to shut down, I encourage you to do what Paul 

and Silas did.  Begin to Praise and in the midst of that 

Praise, God will be lifted, and the chains will fall 

off!  Can’t wait to see you in Church this week!  
 
In Christ,  

Jessica 

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                  May 22 
Sunday School                                           0 
8:55 Service                   40 
10:55 Service                                           0                           
Facebook Live                 175  
                     

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     

Financial Report in Next week’s Midweek 
Visitor 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of May 22               Jonathan Shedd 
Week of May 29                                      Rogers Starr 
Altar Guild 
May        Brenda Bryan 
June        Tina Niederhauser 

 
Counters 
May              Frank Langham & Virginia McKee 
June                     Doris Hendrix & Mike Keeling 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
May     Pam Riddle 
June     Sarah Potuk 
 
Door Greeters 
May 29                         Nancy Daniel & Jean Heard 
June 5                                       Jack & Kaye Smoyak 
                                  Ann & Ben Spaulding       
 
Coffee Time 
May 29                         Bud & Pam Riddle  
June 5                         Bud & Pam Riddle  
 
Communion  
June 
Preparer                                                      Frank Langham 
Servers’ 1st Service       
Servers’ 2nd Service   
          

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 

Welcome all women of the church! Every June the 

ladies’ circles of our Church sponsor a lunch outing. 

We have gone to many places in the Middle Tennessee 

area. This year we are going to Thistle Farms Cafe in 

Nashville. This is a nonprofit social enterprise helping 

heal, restore, and employ women survivors of 

trafficking, prostitution, and addiction. We will have 

lunch, and someone will share about this ministry. The 

date is Monday, June 13th, 2022. If you plan to join 

us, please call Debra Thorington, 409-6466, or the 

church office, 728-4624 and let Tammy our secretary 

know. All reservations must be made by Thursday, 

June 9th. We plan to meet in the back church parking 

lot around 10 am and be on the road to our destination 

by 10:15 am. We may carpool or ride the church van. 

More details on this to come.   It’s always a lot of fun! 

We hope you can join us. 

 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon   Wesley Donnell 
Mary Frances Brantley Tammy Simonton 
Nikki Harrell   Rosie Keele     
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Marie Kimble 
Mary & Don Rounds      
 
 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 
though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 
like your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll 

down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 

and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 

pray for you. This is available 24/7. Of course, the 

church staff is available during the day at 931-728-

4624 to talk with you when you have prayer request. 

 
 

 
  May 25 – May 31, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 

May 25 Caleb Layne 
May 26 Aaron Brooks 
May 26 Sandra Johnson 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hang Out Event 
    
   We were not able to have Sunday School or Hangout 

on Sunday this week, so there’s no news to report there. 

Next Sunday in Sunday School we will start a new series 

called Truth. At Hangout next Sunday we will continue 

watching Chosen. Since we just finished up our 

Wednesday night study we will be watching Chosen on 

Wednesdays and Sundays until we finish it. 

   BigStuf is right around the corner! I’ll start sending 

forms home with students this week. If you would like to 

be a prayer partner for BigStuf, please let me know. If 

you would like more information on what being a prayer 

partner is, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

   BigStuf is June 20-24, and anyone who will be 

attending middle school in the fall through seniors who 

have just graduated is welcome to attend. Let me know if 

you had a student that would like to go! I still have spots 

left! 
 
Upcoming Events:  

June 20-24- BigStuf 

 

Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 KINGDOM KIDS 

   You get a new car.  “Nice Car, Man!”.  “Thanks, God 

has been so good to me”.  New House.  “God is 

good!”  Healthy kid.  “God is so good!”  But what about 

when it’s not good?  We are all so blessed.  We are in 

the season graduations, awards, ceremonies, and 

promotions.  And God IS GOOD!  But what about when 

it doesn’t feel so good?  What about when it’s less than 

stellar? Bad? Worse? Terrible? 

   Last week we talked about Paul and Silas.  We all 

know the story.  They had been beaten, abused, and 

persecuted.  They were thrown in jail.  The conditions 

were LESS than STELLAR folks! We’ve heard the 

story.  It’s a great story, but it’s not JUST a story. We’ve 

all been there. That place where there’s maybe physical 

pain, perhaps emotional pain, and there’s unhappiness 

associated with ‘that’ place.  There’s shame, 

embarrassment, humiliation even, and it hurts.  We’ve 

heard the Paul/Silas story so many times that sometimes 

we forget.   

I am a venter.  I get things off my chest and I’m able to 

move on.  But when things were miserable for Paul and 

Silas.  They would have been well within their rights to 

cry out to God about the injustice.  

 
 

mailto:kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com
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