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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Hey Preacher, when can we meet again? 
We are working on an answer to that question - the staff has 
met and talked about what that will look like and when that 
will take place.  I want to share with you the things that we 
have talked about and ask for your feedback and 
suggestions. Please note that any feedback will be viewed 
and given due consideration.  Our goal is to provide a safe 
place and a spiritual environment as we gather again for in 
person worship sometime in the next few weeks.  
What will the new normal look like when you arrive and 
enter the building here at 105 Church Street in 
Manchester?  There might be some who will think that parts 
of the new normal is over kill, and some that think it is not 
enough. Please respect each other’s opinions and feelings.  
The greeters will greet you near the door with hand sanitizer. 
This is for your protection.  Mask’s will be available for those 
who don't have them.  
Please enter through the front ramp or basement door.  
A trained volunteer with mask and gloves will quickly take 
your temperature as you enter the building. This can be done 
in a matter of seconds. If your temperature is higher than 
100.4 degrees, you will be notified immediately. 
Please observe social distancing guidelines - we will block off 
every other pew to help with this.  We ask you to sit as 
families as much as possible., yet don't be afraid to sit with 
friends like you use to if you arrive by yourself.  We are at 
first considering going paperless as far as bulletins and 
hymnal use is concern. The order of worship and 
announcements will be on the big screen.   
Offering bins may be strategically placed in the sanctuary  for 
you to place your offering or we may have an usher with 
masks and gloves walk through the empty pews and take up 
offering in that fashion.  We are still working on that idea.  
I know we are all anxious and eager to return to worship, but 
if you are sick on a given Sunday, please wait until the 
following Sunday to attend in person.  Also. if you are not yet 
comfortable with being in a congregation, if you are not quite 
ready yet, that is perfectly OK, no one will judge you. We just 
ask that you join us for worship via media outlets (local radio, 
Facebook live stream etc.). 
We will not start back full Sunday School program for a little 
while. I think that each Sunday school class has to be 
comfortable with their own arrangement.  

 

The primary way we are to obtain money is to 
work for it. 

“Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind 
your own business and to work with your own 

hands” (1 Thessalonians 4:11). 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

“Fix me, Jesus.”  This the title of an old African 
American spiritual (#655 in the United Methodist 
Hymnal).  According to Rev. Carlton Young, editor 
of our United Methodist Hymnal, “Black folks have 
always had a sense of being chosen people of God, 
and have always been confident that they would, 
individually and collectively, spend eternity in 
Heaven!  “Fix Me, Jesus” expresses the earnest 
desire of slaves to be fit for their ultimate 
destination.”  
But did you know that the word “fix” has several 
different meanings?  It not only means to repair 
but also to PREPARE!  Here are a few of the lyrics 
from “Fix Me, Jesus.” 
Fix me for my home on high  
Fix me Jesus, fix me  
Fix me for the by and by  
Fix me Jesus, fix me  
Fix me for my starry crown  
Fix me Jesus, fix me  
Fix me for a higher ground  
Fix me Jesus, fix me  
Historically, these lyrics reflect the hope that 
however oppressed and cast down, the slaves sang 
songs of faith, confident that Jesus could ‘fix me so 
I can stand.”  For us, in our time, these lyrics offer 
us the hope that better days are ahead of us and 
that God is faithful to us, no matter what!  
 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (Continued) 
 

Now, we need volunteers!!!!!!!! 
What do you want me to do? 
Volunteers to be trained to take temperatures as 
people enter building.   
Monitors for restrooms, monitors for offering 
bins, folks to give hand-sanitizer to people before 
and after service, folks to hold doors open 
following worship, people to wipe down high 
traffic areas (backs of pews, door handles, etc.) 
before and after each service.   
These are guidelines as of now - we will keep you 
informed as time gets closer for us to resume IN 
PERSON WORSHIP. 
 
PRAYERFULLY, 
 
Brother Randy  
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Kingdom Kids 
If we'd had Sunday School: 
In Acts 3:1-4:21 we see that Jesus’ mission isn’t going to be 
that easy. Peter healed someone in the name of Jesus and 
caused quite a stir. Peter and John used this moment to share 
the message of Jesus. Soon though, the religious leaders 
arrested them and had them stand trial. Peter and John 
showed determination. They made it clear that no matter 
what happened to them, they would continue sharing Jesus 
with others.  
 

Bottom Line: Keep going even when it gets tough. Even when 
we follow Jesus, we’re not promised an easy life. We are 
promised that God will be with us. Just because a situation we 
face is difficult, it doesn’t mean it’s time to give up. We pray 
that kids will learn to lean into the power of God to find the 
determination they need to keep going. 
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com  
 

       Hang Out Events 
We have been given the green light to meet in person again!!! 
We will meet on May 31st from 5:30-7:30 p.m. We will stay in 
the fellowship hall or outside, so we can maintain social 
distancing standards. If you have any concerns or questions, 
please let me know. I have really missed you guys, so I’m really 
excited to be able to meet again! If you’re interested in 
helping me plan our first meeting back, please let me know. 
 

As of today, BigStuf is still on! I hope and pray it stays that way 
because after being home for this long, I NEED some BigStuf. 
As soon as I know their final plans for July camps, I will let you 
know.  
 

In our Google Meet this week, we talked about 1 Corinthians 
13:4-8. We tried to put our names in place of the word love to 
see if it fit. If we’re honest, it really didn’t every time, so we’re 
going to work on that. We also played a game where we had 
to guess the landmark based on a picture that started out 
really pixelated. I was impressed! They’ve been out of school 
a LONG time, and they managed to get them all before the 
picture was clear! 
 

Stay home and stay well! 
 

Important Dates:                         July 12-16 - BigStuf 
 

Be Blessed 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  
(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                           May 17 
Sunday School                   18 via Zoom  
Facebook Live         309      
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                                Total of May 17 
Missions                                             50.00 
Good Samaritan   820.00 
Required weekly                                                   9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                           11,035.00  
Year-to-date offering                          172,244.00         
Offering needed to date                                   184,080.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                  -11,836.00                                                 

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 

 

No “In Person” worship Service until further 
notice. 

 

Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 

 

Thank you for your service to Manchester 
FUMC! 

 

A note from our Financial Secretary 
PAYROLL PROTECTION PROGRAM [PPP] 

You have most likely been seeing and hearing about relief 
packages related to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Bishop McAlilly 
provided information to Brother Randy and other churches 
encouraging us to pursue an option that would assist our 
church during this period of uncertainty.  With the support 
of our Finance Leaders, Charles Roberts and Rich Wakeman, 
and our Trustees, we researched and pursued the Payroll 
Protection Program [PPP].   The PPP, a provision of the 
CARES Act, offers forgivable low-interest loans to small 
businesses during the COVID-19 emergency.  PPP serves as a 
short-term solution to help small businesses, including 
nonprofits like our church, to retain and pay our staff and 
cover other existing, eligible expenses including payroll 
benefits and utilities. 
We successfully applied for and obtained a PPP Loan with 
First Vision Bank.  The funds from the loan must be spent 
over the immediate 8-week period beginning May 6, the 
date we received the funds.  The funds are being used, as 
required, to cover payroll expense for the 8-week period for 
all Manchester FUMC Staff, including our Christian Learning 
Center.  While this funding is a small % of our Annual Budget, 
the relief comes at a good time. We are thankful to know our 
payroll is covered for 8 weeks as well as two months of 
utilities. When all rules and requirements are met, we can 
and will apply for forgiveness of the loan. 
We remain thankful for you our church family and for your 
financial support of our church.  With your continued 
support and this PPP option, we are confident we will 
continue the essential work and ministries of our 
church.  We look forward to getting back to in person 
worship soon! Until then, please pray for wisdom as we work 
together to provide a safe worship experience upon our 
return.  
Kimla Weeks 
Financial Secretary 
 

Announcements 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THERE WILL BE 
NO SANCTUARY CHOIR, PRAISE BAND, OR 
MEN’S CHORUS REHEARSALS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. We will be postponing the 
Sanctuary Choir Easter Cantata until a later 
date as well. 
 

DEADLINES – Items to be put in 
the newsletter are due to the office no later than 
Monday at 3 p.m.; items to be put in the bulletin are due 
to the office no later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 

POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  Please 
let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO GET AHOLD OF YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone 
numbers so we can get our records up to date in 
case we need to contact you.  Thank you! 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 
 

HOW TO CONNECT AND WATCH ON 
FACEBOOK LIVE ON SUNDAY: 

 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream,” scroll down until you see the 
video with Sunday’s date. 

OR 

• Go to Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 
 
 
 

Christian Learning Center 
Looking forward to Fall 2020, we have 
openings for 1 year old’s thru 5 year old’s.  Let 
your family and friends know they can contact 
Judy Brooks at 931-728-8283 (pre-school 
phone number), 
brooks_haven@hotmail.com, or 931-728-
4624 (church phone number).  

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Matilda Locke           Jon McHann 
Sharon Brown              Sandy Matlock     Suzanne Smead 
Sarah Marshall             Allen Niles       Betsy & Hursel Shanks 
Evans Baird                    Mason Phillips                  Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman         Paul Raser                    Bob Truesdale 
Frank Theaderman      Bernice Thornton        Billie Danford 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                 The Connellys 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Belinda Holman (Aunt B)    Troy Rose    Dorscene Hendrick 
Dianne Conklin                               Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
                 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 

Members on your prayer list even though they may not 
be listed above. 

 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

 

 
May 20 - 26, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 

 

May  22 – Denise Dix 
                  Ray Powers 
          23 – Madison Miller (Cathy/Chris Miller 
                   Daughter) 
          24 – Sandra Kendrick 
                   John Roberson 
          26 – Aaron Brooks 
 

If you have a birthday during the above listed 
time and it is not listed above, please call the 
church office and I will make a note in 
PowerChurch and list it on next week’s birthday 
list. 
Thanks – Suzanne 
 
 

 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
No meal until further notice – taking 

precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 
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