
May 19, 2021  Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

    This week our highlighted staff member is Dana 

Brooks.  Dana is an ordained Deacon in the United 

Methodist Church.  Dana has been here on staff for 

years and his influence is felt all over this county. 

Dana is the president of the Coffee County  

Ministerial Association.  Dana is very involved in the 

community.  He leads and directs community choirs, 

is very active in the Manchester Arts Center with the 

Golden Oldies and many other performances that are 

presented there and in other towns, as well. 

   Dana has a passion for teaching music skills to 

those eager and willing to learn.  He is available for 

private lessons teaching both voice and  instruments. 

Dana works with a local private school and plays for 

them in their musical competitions.  Dana works very 

hard developing different aspects of the music  

ministry of Manchester  First United Methodist 

Church. The Adult Choir, Praise Team, The Hand 

Bell Choir, Men’s Ensemble, as well as soloist and 

groups all have his thumb prints on them.  

   Dana also leads our educational ministries and 

taught Disciple Bible Study before Covid-19 closed 

that down.  There are many other things that Dana 

does such as our sound and our lighting during 

worship. Dana plans out different video's that are 

often seen in worship. The list of things about Dana 

goes on and on.   

  Thank you, Dana, for all you do, you are very 

valuable to this staff, congregation, and community.  

  

Sincerely  

Randy  Brown 

  

There will be one service on Sunday, May 

30th due to 5th Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   In his book “Holy Sweat,” author Tim Hansel 

tells the following story.   

   One day, while my son Zac and I were out in 

the country, climbing around in some cliffs, I 

heard a voice from above me yell, "Hey Dad! 

Catch me!" I turned around to see Zac joyfully 

jumping off a rock straight at me. He had 

jumped and then yelled "Hey Dad!" I became 

an instant circus act, catching him. We both fell 

to the ground. For a moment after I caught him, 

I could hardly talk.  When I found my voice 

again, I gasped in exasperation: "Zac! Can you 

give me one good reason why you did that???"  

He responded with remarkable calmness:  

"Sure...because you're my Dad." His whole 

assurance was based on the fact that his father 

was trustworthy. He could live life to the hilt 

because I could be trusted. Isn't this even more 

true for a Christian?  

   One of the great truths we learn when we live 

for Christ is that God can be trusted.  God’s 

word is sure and true.  What a comfort it is to 

know that our Heavenly Father will catch us 

when we fall! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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MAY NEEDS 
 

If you would like to donate to Isaiah 117 House below 

is the list of items needed for the month of May.  

Donations can be dropped off at the church office. 

Travel size shampoo and conditioners, pajamas, and 

toothbrush holders. 

 
 

 

The Baby Bottle Fundraiser 

began on  May 9, 2021 and will  end on Father’s Day, June 

20, 2021.  You can  pick up a bottle in the church 

Sanctuary. Fill it with change, cash, or checks.  These 

donations will help young families in our community.  

Bring your bottles back to church on Father’s Day, June 20, 

2021. 

 

There was a grey Foster Grant glass case 

left in the sanctuary in the last pew.  It can be picked 

up in the church office. 

 

 

  On May the 23rd I hope you will make 

every effort to be at Coffee Time in the Fellowship Hall 

from 9:30 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.  as we recognize Judy 

Brooks for her years  of service to this church and to the 

Christian Learning Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

A spiritual gift is a God-given ability for service 
that God wants us to use to minister to others. 

 “Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 

  

https://www.lifechoicestn.org/
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 KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   This week we head to Luke 11:1-4, where we find 

Jesus’s disciples asking Him how to pray. Jesus 

responds with a prayer that serves as the perfect 

model for how we can talk to God. We can pray with 

gratitude and honesty, pray for our needs and 

forgiveness.  It’s comforting to know that we can 

pray, knowing that God knows us and wants to hear 

from us. 

Bottom Line: Practice praying to God.  

   We can pray anytime, anywhere because God is 

always listening. We hope kids will understand more 

about the faith skill, PRAY, and find that talking to 

God is an essential part of growing in their faith. 

 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

 

The below email was received 05/17/21 from Melissa 

Cope: 

 

Dear First UMC,    

   We want to send a Huge THANK YOU for the love 

and support for the 100th birthday parade for Matilda 

Locke on Saturday.  To all the cars who were in 

parade, to all who were not... appreciate all the love 

to celebrate our Mom !   It was a beautiful day, and 

we felt your blessings who had known Matilda for 

years at church.  Mother was overjoyed and was 

deeply happy that this was for her! 

   She  appreciates the cards, balloons, and 

flowers.  She loves everyone and this quick note to 

say that’s your love is a Blessing to us. 

  

Love,  

Melissa Cope and Janie Casey  

 

The below is a thank you from Matilda Locke for 

those that attended her celebration on Thursday,  May 

13, 2021 at McArthur Manor. 

 

I had the nicest birthday I ever had! I hope you all 

live to see 100.  Thank you, Brother Randy, for being 

here and thank everyone for the lovely card.  I love 

everyone. 

 

Matilda Locke 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My 
Presence 

Attendance:                  May 16 
Sunday School        44 
8:25 Service        51 
10:55 Service        61 
Facebook Live      123
                               

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                           May 16 

Sunday School  24.00 
Coffee Time  7.00 
Youth  10.00 
Missions   1,830.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  14,633.00 
YTD Offering  190,382.00 
YTD Required  184,080.00 
(+/-) Difference  +6,302.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

Building Checker 
Week of May 16    Troy Rose 
Week of May 23    Jonathan Shedd 
Altar Guild 
For the Month of May                 Debra Thorington 
For the Month of June   Tina Neiderhauser  
Counters 
For the Month of May            Richard Dix 
           Seth Roberts 
For the Month of June    Frank Langham 
    Mike Keeling 
Kitchen Monitors 
For the Month of May             Pam Riddle 
For the Month of June            Sarah Potuk 
Coffee Time 
May 23                               Jim & Debra Thorington 
May 30                              Jim & Debra Thorington 
Communion  
June      
Preparer    Jonathan Shedd 
Servers’ 
1st Service               Karla Childs & Elizabeth Shedd 
2nd Service                         Julie Giffin & Kaye Tracy 
July 
Preparer    Marie Kimble 
Servers’ 
1st Service                       Reese Brown & Ami Shedd 
2nd Service                                 Ken & Marie Kimble 
Door Greeters 
June 23                        Topsy Layne& Kelly Meltzer 
  Mike & Julie Giffin 
June 30                        Nancy Daniel & Jean Heard 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester 
FUMC! 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Billie Danford   Suzanne Cardwell        
Mary & Don Rounds                                                          
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother  
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 

though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 

like your name removed from the prayer listing. 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your  curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will 

scroll down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the 

form and submit your prayer requests and our staff 

will pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, 

the church staff is  available during the day at 931-

728-4624 to talk with you when you have prayer 

request. 

 
May19 –May 25, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

May 19 Kathy Bailey 
May 19 Pam Riddle 
May 22 Denise Dix 
May 22 Ray Powers 
May 23 Madison Miller 
May 24 Sandra Kendrick 
May 25 Caleb Layne 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 

 

Hang Out Event  
 
   Thank you for helping us celebrate Aby and Clarissa 

this week! I truly appreciate it! They are both wonderful 

girls and the youth are really going to miss them. 

   It’s getting close to time for BigStuf. If you would like 

to be a prayer partner, please let me know. I will need 22 

this year. I really need to know in the next week or so. 

   In Sunday School this week, we read about different 

ideas about God and how they can spread like a virus. 

We completely understand how viruses spread after this 

past year, so it was a good lesson. 

   Sunday night at Hangout we continued our study of 

Ephesians. We read the end of chapter 3 and started 

chapter 4. We talked about unity and spiritual gifts and 

how important it is for Christians to show unity 

especially when we interact with those outside the 

church. 

   Wednesday night at Hangout we will continue our 

study of Ephesians looking at chapter 4.  There will be 

no Hangout the week of May 30. 

   We will have a Lock-In starting at 6pm on June 4 and 

ending at 8am on June 5. It will be our summer kick off. 

Any upcoming 6th graders are welcome to attend! 

   BigStuf is around the corner! If you have not yet 

turned in your forms or your money, please do so as 

soon as possible. 

 

Be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Church wide announcement: 

If you would like access to the RightNow Media page, 

go to the following website: 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/Manche

ster 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:jackiemconnelly@aol.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/Manchester
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/Manchester

