
May 12, 2021  Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
    Last week I began in this column to share with you 

about the awesome church staff, that leads the ministry of 

this church.   From top to bottom this is by far one of the 

best staffs I have worked with in my entire ministry.  

   Today I want to focus on Judy Brooks .  Many people 

connected with our preschool just simply call he Miss 

Judy.  They love her, she is the face of the Christian 

Learning Center.  She has been in her current position for 

around a quarter of a century, although probably for her it 

seems much longer than that. 

   Everybody talks about how kind and sweet and 

wonderful Judy is, let me assure you that what you see is 

what you get with Judy.  When you meet Judy, you will 

meet a true friend, a caring person, and an advocate for 

children.  She may be little but trust me in the last eight 

years I have found that she is little, and she is LOUD.  I 

have never understood why she would consider wearing 

an Elf costume and talking in a voice that sounds like she 

has inhaled way too much helium.  I learned quickly that 

you never know what you are going to get with Judy, 

sometimes it is an ELF ON THE SHELF and sometimes it 

is a person who offers to buy your lunch.   

   Most pastors I know are excited about coming into the 

office for work.  Judy is one of those people who makes 

the workplace something to look forward to. It is a good 

thing that I am a forgiving person, because Judy has been 

known to forget my name in public on at least one 

occasion.   

   Judy is going to retire and I along with the entire staff 

will truly miss her more than we can express and put into 

words. 

   On May the 23rd I hope you will make every effort to 

be at Coffee Time in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. 

until 10:00 a.m.  as we recognize Judy for her years  of 

service to this church and to the Christian Learning 

Center.  

 

Sincerely, 

Randy Brown  

 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   Some time ago I became involved in a faith 

partner group sponsored by Alzheimer’s 

Tennessee.  Alzheimer’s Tennessee is based out 

of Knoxville, but the South-Central regional 

office is in Tullahoma and is headed by Fran 

Gray (who some of you may know).   

   I have a somewhat vested interested in this 

because my late mother had a form of 

Alzheimer’s and it diminished her quality of 

life in drastic ways.  It is an awful condition 

and is a devastating disease.  It is estimated that 

5.7 million people in the US have Alzheimer’s. 

   Currently there is a ton of research being 

done to try to understand what causes this 

debilitating disease and to reach a cure.  In the 

meantime, though, there are resources available 

for families of persons who suffer from 

Alzheimer’s and events designed to offer 

support for patients and families.  This is where 

Alzheimer’s Tennessee comes in.  AT has a 

mission statement that says, “to serve those 

facing Alzheimer’s disease and related 

dementias, to promote brain health through 

education, and to champion global prevention 

and treatment efforts.” 

   For more information about Alzheimer’s 

Tennessee, visit their website at 

www.alzTennessee.org or call Fran Gray at 

931-434-2348.   

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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 Matilda Locke will be 

celebrating her 100th birthday with a birthday parade 

on Saturday, May 15, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. at McArthur 

Manor.  A police escort and firetrucks will lead the 

parade.  The participants will meet at the 

Administrative Building at 1331 McArthur at 1:00 

p.m.  Everyone is invited to attend this wonderful 

event.  Please RSVP Janie Casey at 931-308-7116 or 

via email at jjcasey16@yahoo.com or Melissa Cope at 

615-838-9177 if you plan to attend.  
  
 

MAY NEEDS 
 

If you would like to donate to Isaiah 117 House below 

is the list of items needed for the month of May.  

Donations can be dropped off at the church office. 

Travel size shampoo and conditioners, pajamas, and 

toothbrush holders. 

 
 

 

The Baby Bottle Fundraiser 

began on  May 9, 2021 and will  end on Father’s Day, June 

20, 2021.  You can  pick up a bottle in the church 

Sanctuary. Fill it with change, cash, or checks.  These 

donations will help young families in our community.  

Bring your bottles back to church on Father’s Day, June 20, 

2021. 

 

There was a grey Foster Grant glass case 

left in the sanctuary in the last pew.  It can be picked 

up in the church office. 
 

 

 

 

 

A spiritual gift is a God-given ability for service 
that God wants us to use to minister to others. 

 “Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 

  

http://www.alztennessee.org/
mailto:jjcasey16@yahoo.com
mailto:jjcasey16@yahoo.com
https://www.lifechoicestn.org/
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Memorials & Honorariums 
 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Virginia Murchison by Frank & Mary Colwell. 

 

Gifts were given to the general fund in honor of 

Matilda Locke on her 100th birthday by The Dix 

Family and Dennis & Brenda Bryan. 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   Growing in faith is not something that happens 

by merely cramming more information about the 

Bible into a child’s brain. All of that knowledge in 

their head means nothing if we don’t help kids 

experience what that knowledge can do in their 

hearts. To fully experience faith, we want kids to 

practice their faith. And that takes commitment.  

   God keeps all His promises and puts His plans 

into action. Because God has followed through on 

those plans, we get the chance to be with God 

forever. We reflect God’s commitment to us when we 

can make a plan and stick to it.  

   This month, we’ll help kids discover that one of the 

best plans they can make is to commit to an ongoing 

relationship with Jesus. Commit to practicing faith by 

reading God’s Word, praying to Him consistently, 

talking about Him with friends, and living out that 

faith every day. 

   In week two, we head to Matthew7:24-29 where we 

can read a parable Jesus told at the end of the Sermon 

on the Mount. Two builders took two different 

approaches to build their homes. One house was 

built on a solid foundation, the other on shifting sand. 

The message is clear: a solid foundation in life starts 

with hearing and doing what Jesus says.  

Bottom Line: Practice hearing from God.  

   We can’t do what God says until we know what 

God says. Discovering more about that starts with 

listening to God. We pray that kids will learn the faith 

skill HEAR and find how they can navigate and 

personalize God’s Word. 

 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My 
Presence 

Attendance:                    May 9 
Sunday School        29 
8:25 Service        43 
10:55 Service        84 
Facebook Live      102
                               

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                             May 9 

Sunday School  4.00 
Coffee Time  10.00 
Youth  329.00 
Missions   255.00 
Music  50.00 
Family Fund  150.00 
Memorials to General Fund 25.00 
Honorariums to General Fund 50.00 
Good Samaritan  150.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  7,309.00 
YTD Offering  175,749.00 
YTD Required  174,876.00 
(+/-) Difference  +873.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

Building Checker 
Week of May 9       Roger Weeks  
Week of May 16    Troy Rose 
Altar Guild 
For the Month of May                 Debra Thorington 
For the Month of June   Tina Neiderhauser  
Counters 
For the Month of May            Richard Dix 
           Seth Roberts 
For the Month of June    Frank Langham 
    Mike Keeling 
Kitchen Monitors 
For the Month of May             Pam Riddle 
For the Month of June    Sarah Potuck 
Coffee Time 
May 16                                      Youth-Senior Sunday 
May 23                               Jim & Debra Thorington 
Communion Preparer 
June     Jonathan Shedd 
Communion Server 
June 
1st Service               Karla Childs & Elizabeth Shedd 
2nd Service                                 Ken & Marie Kimble 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester 
FUMC! 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Billie Danford   Suzanne Cardwell        
Mary & Don Rounds                                                          
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother  
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 

though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 

like your name removed from the prayer listing. 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your  curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will 

scroll down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the 

form and submit your prayer requests and our staff 

will pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, 

the church staff is  available during the day at 931-

728-4624 to talk with you when you have prayer 

request. 

 
May12 –May 18, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

May 13 Matilda Locke 
May 13 Nancy Huddleston 
May 14 Reesa Brown 
May 15 Nancy Hester 
May 15 Addison Carter 
May 15 Charlotte Panter 
May 16 Maggie Beck 
May 17 Virginia McKee 
May 18 Nancy Daniel 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 

 

Hang Out Event  
 
   On May 16 we will be honoring two graduating 

seniors, Aby Hernandez, and Clarissa Barrera. We will 

recognize them at both services and have a reception for 

them during Coffee Time that morning.  

   If you would like to feed the youth on a Sunday night 

or would like to donate money toward feeding them, it 

would be greatly appreciated. These kids really like to 

eat! 

   In Sunday School this week we finished reading 

chapter 1 of The Secret Battle of Ideas about God. We 

talked about how sometimes our ideas or the ideas of 

others can get us into trouble. I cannot disclose any 

stories that may or may not have been told, but let’s just 

say that they all understand that even ideas can 

sometimes lead to consequences. 

   There was no Hangout Sunday night. I told the youth 

to be kind and love on their Mothers.  

   On Wednesdays at Hangout, we be working on our 

Ephesians study. We will work through Ephesians on 

Sundays and Wednesdays until we are finished. 

   If you have not paid your BigStuf Deposit, please do 

so ASAP! Forms need to be turned in as soon as possible 

as well. 

 

Be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Church wide announcement: 

If you would like access to the RightNow Media page, 

go to the following website: 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/Manche

ster 
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