
April 29, 2020 
  

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

I don't know about you, but I will be so glad when we will 
again be allowed to gather for "In Person" worship.  It 
looks like it will be at least mid to late May before that will 
happen. 
We are taking many precautions to ensure that our 
campus will be a safe place to come to once we feel like it 
is safe to do so.  The building is clean and high traffic areas 
(kitchen and restrooms) have been sanitized; Ricky 
Bradford is doing an awesome job with this!   
We will have hand sanitizer at the doors and a mask for 
you if you don't have one. We are working on a seating 
arrangement if it is determined that one is needed.  
All of this is to say I am looking so forward to seeing you 
in person and we are going to do all in our power to make 
sure that this is a safe place for worship.  
There are two scriptures that you will hear a lot of as the 
time comes when we celebrate being together.  The first 
scripture is Psalm 122:1 - "I was glad when they said unto 
me, let us go into the house of the Lord."  I think that is 
pretty self-explanatory.  
The other scripture is also out of the Old Testament. I 
found it in 1 Samuel 7:12, which reads, "Then Samuel took 
a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen.  He 
named the stone Ebenezer saying. "Thus far the Lord has 
helped us."   We will place a stone in a central location yet 
to be determined and on that stone will be the word 
Ebenezer and the 1 Samuel scripture so that we and those 
who come after us will know of the Lord's faithfulness just 
like Samuel’s people did.  Other plans are being made and 
we will let you know about them as time gets closer. 
Until we meet "in person," I ask you to continue praying 
for each other and our church at large. Continue to pray 
for the church staff also. 
Last but not least, your faithfulness to the financial 
stewardship of this church is continuing to be a blessing to 
many folks. Keep up the good work.  Many folks are so 
appreciative of your financial faithfulness. Thank you. 
 

See you soon,  
 

Bro. Randy 
 

 
 

 

God wants us to use our resources as a means of 
Christian service. 

“…choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve…as for me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord” (Joshua 24: 15). 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

Many years ago, I had a professor in college named 
Mr. Pulliam.  One of Mr. Pulliam’s favorite sayings was 
“an EXCUSE is the skin of a reason stuffed with a 
lie!”  I’ve never forgotten that!  It has been a motivator 
for me on more than one occasion!    
  
I came across this story about lawyer and statesman 
Daniel Webster. He was a powerful orator who gave 
early evidence of his quick mind and way with words. 
One day Webster's father, who was to be absent from 
home, left Daniel and his brother Ezekiel specific work 
instructions. But on his return, he found the task still 
undone, and questioned his sons about their idleness. 
"What have you been doing, Ezekiel?" he asked. 
"Nothing, sir." "Well, Daniel, what have you been 
doing?" "Helping Zeke, sir."   
  
In our Christian faith journey, we need to make sure 
that we always make an effort to live like Jesus and 
not offer an excuse not to!  And when the Lord calls us 
home or comes again, may He find 
us usefully employed in His service!  
    

Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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April 27 – May 6 2020 Church 
Family Birthdays 

 

April 28 – Tom Connelly 
        Joan Jones 
        Nancy Farrell White 
         29 – Adam Brooks (Judy Brooks son) 
May   1 – Belinda Ferrell (Aunt B) 
       Inez Hendrix 
           2 – Pat Cassady 
           3 – James McKelvey 
           6 – Stacey Cravens 
                 Michael Keeling 
 
If you have a birthday during the above 
listed time and it is not listed above, 
please call the church office and I will 
make a note in PowerChurch and list it on 
next week’s birthday list. 
Suzanne 
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If we would have had Sunday school, we would have wrapped 
up our month talking about humility. In Luke 24:13-35, we 
find two followers of Jesus on their way to Emmaus. From 
what we read, it seems they were sad and confused by Jesus’ 
death on the cross. Little did they know that Jesus was walking 
with them. He explained how Jesus’ death was the answer to 
years of God’s promises to the Israelites. They were shocked 
when they realized that this person was Jesus. They ran back 
to Jerusalem to tell everyone about what they had just seen.  
 

Bottom Line: There’s always more to discover about God’s 
plan. What we help kids understand about God is important. 
We get to lay a foundation of faith that will set them up to 
keep learning about God as they grow and mature in their 
faith. We pray that kids discover that, through Jesus, God has 
a unique plan for their life and as they follow Him, they’ll start 
to see where that plan will take them. 
 

Jackie Connelly   
jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 
Hang Out Events 

 

I have been in contact with the parents of 2 seniors. If you 
know of any more, please let me know. My original plan was 
to honor them on May 17, but that will depend on when we 
are able to go back to church. As soon as I have more 
information, I will let you know. 
 

Please continue to keep BigStuf speaker Stuart Hall in your 
prayers. He is off the ventilator again and seems to be doing 
well. I can imagine that he is anxious to be well enough to go 
home. 
 

Our Group Week of Hope Mission Trip has been cancelled this 
summer. I should hear from them soon about dates for next 
year. Once we hear, we will look at those possibilities for next 
summer.  
 

Final decisions about BigStuf will be made by May 7. Please 
keep that in your prayers.  
 

We played “Would You Rather” on our Google Meet this week 
and enjoyed getting to see everyone! 
 

Stay home and stay well! 
 

Be Blessed 
 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
(931) 409 – 0657 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke               Jon McHann    
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock             Suzanne Smead               
Sarah Marshall           Allen Niles         Betsy & Hursel Shanks    
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser           Bob Truesdale  
Frank Theaderman                Judy Starr      Bernice Thornton 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                 The Connellys 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Belinda Holman (Aunt Bea)   Troy Rose  Dorscene Hendrick      
David Windham (Karla Child’s cousin)           Dianne Conklin 
Michael D. Childs and family (Karla Child’s son) 
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother        Billie Danford 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                 April 26 
Sunday School                      44 via Zoom 
Facebook Live                    258 views 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                                Total of April 26 
Missions                                       250.00 
Youth     125.00 
Music Fund       25.00 
Memorials to General Fund       50.00 
Honorariums to General Fund     150.00 
Good Samaritan     150.00 
Pastor Discretionary       50.00 
Required weekly                                                     9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                              3,395.00  
Year-to-date offering                                         145,802.00         
Offering needed to date                                     156,468.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                   -10,666.00    
 
                                              
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

No “in person” worship Service until further 
notice. 

 
Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 

Youth Important Dates: 
July 12-16 – BigStuf 
 
 
 

Memorials and Honorariums 
A gift was given to the Music Fund in memory of 
Susan Wood by Dennis & Brenda Bryan. 
A gift was given to the General Fund in memory of 
JoNell Riddle by Dennis & Brenda Bryan. 
A gift was given to the Youth Fund in memory of Jo 
Lynn Longstreth by Dennis & Brenda Bryan. 
A gift was given to the General Fund in memory of 
Catherine Marshall by Dennis & Brenda Bryan. 
A gift was given to the Youth Fund in honor of Ami 
Shedd for her Birthday by Mark & Susan Yother. 
Gifts were given to the General Fund, Missions, and 
Pastor Discretionary Fund in honor of all Volunteers 
and Staff working to keep our church operating 
during the shutdown by Mike & Karla Childs. 

Announcements 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THERE WILL BE 
NO SANCTUARY CHOIR, PRAISE BAND, OR 
MEN’S CHORUS REHEARSALS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.  We will be postponing the 
Sanctuary Choir Easter Cantata until a later 
date as well.   
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; items 
to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to connect and watch on Facebook live on 
Sunday: 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream”, scroll down until you see 
the video with Sunday’s date  

• Go to the Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

No meal until further notice – taking 
precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 
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