
April 22, 2020 
  

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

Hello church family, 
 
Hope this newsletter finds you well. I know that most, if 
not all of us, are fighting what I call "Cabin Fever."  We are 
feeling cooped up and alone.  I believe that this can be a 
time of great and significant spiritual growth if we will 
allow God to teach us on a daily basis during this time. 
I want you to know that sometimes we may feel very 
lonely, but we are never alone.  Hebrews 13:5 gives us a 
promise for a time such as we are living in: "I will never 
leave you nor forsake you."  That is God's promise 
recorded in Hebrews 13:5.  
One of my hero's in the ministry is the late Reginald 
Mallet, an Englishman who was a medical doctor as well 
as a Methodist clergyman.   Dr Mallet grew up in London 
in the time of war.  His parents sacrificed and did all that 
they could for him, and in his growing up years, he 
attended a private school.  As a young child, he had to 
walk to school. He was required to wear a dress suit to 
school, and because England was at war, they were 
subject to bombing; therefore, he had to wear a gas mask 
whenever he went out in public.  
The night before he started first grade, his father spent 
much time making sure he knew the proper route to take 
to get to school the next morning.  They  rehearsed over 
and over again where he should walk,  what street to walk 
down, and when to turn on another street. He had to 
memorize his walking journey for the next day.  
The next morning came and Reginald got dressed in his 
school uniform and headed out for school. He made the 
trip by himself without incident. 
Years later, his father was on his death bed. Reginald was 
summoned to his father’s bedside.  His father told 
him,  "Son, I was so proud of you that day." His father 
began to describe in detail what Reginald's school uniform 
looked like. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

I really enjoy a good action adventure movie.  Some of my 
favorites were the “Indiana Jones” series of movies a few 
years ago.  In the movie “The Last Crusade,” Indy is in 
search of the Holy Grail (believed to be the cup used by 
Christ at the Last Supper) before the Nazis could get it.  In 
what has come to be known as the “leap of faith” scene, 
Indy is deep inside a mountain on a ledge needing to get 
across a deep chasm before him.  His father has given him 
a clue that has to do with simply having faith to get 
across.  He cannot see the way across, but he puts one foot 
forward and low and behold, he hits a solid stone bridge!  
He cannot see it but as the camera angle changes, even 
movie goers can clearly see it too!   
And faith is like that you know!  The Apostle Paul said faith 
is “the confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 
what we do not see.”  (Hebrews 11:1) But sometimes 
having and exercising faith is really hard, isn’t it?  It’s pretty 
easy to practice our faith when things are going “our” way 
- when we seem to have control of things.  It is during the 
seasons of life when we LOSE control of life that our faith is 
shaken.  Sometimes those rocky times are due to foolish 
decisions on our part and other times they come due to 
circumstances beyond our control!     
If there is one thing I’ve learned about faith in my life, it is 
that GOD IS ALWAYS AND FOREVER FAITHFUL!  The WORD 
and the PROMISES of God stand, even when everything else 
crumbles before us!  This fact brings faith alive in our hearts 
when we completely trust the Lord with this beautiful mess 
we call “life!” 
    

Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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Happy Birthday!  Our Manchester First United Methodist 
Church family sends blessings and Happy Birthday 

Greetings to Mrs. Joan Jones.  Joan will be celebrating her 
102nd birthday on April 28.  Many of you will remember 

when Joan and her late husband Milton attended FUMC. 
Both were very active members in the ministries of our 

church.  Happy Birthday Joan! 
 

If you would like to send a card, Mrs. Jones address is: 
2416 Ridgeland Drive 
Nashville TN 37214 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK (CONTINUED) 
He recalled Reginald's blue suit, white shirt, red tie, brand 
new leather gas mask bag hanging from his shoulder.  “I 
was so proud of you son, I just wanted you to know."   
Reginald responded to his dad by saying, "But dad, you 
could not possibly know that, because you were at work at 
your factory job."  "Oh no, son, you see I clocked out from 
work and hid where you could not see me. I walked on the 
opposite side of the street from you and followed you all 
the way to school, but I hid from you and did not want you 
to see me.  I was with you all the way."  
Then Dr. Mallet said, "All these years, I thought I was 
walking this journey by myself, only to realize that I was 
never alone. My loving father was nearer than I could ever 
have imagined or thought." 
I know this, we are all going through a hard time in this 
COVID-19 CRISIS, but we are not in this alone. He is near 
us, even if and when we cannot see Him. 
 

Sincerely, 
Randy Brown 
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In Philippians 2:3-8 Paul explains how Jesus is the ultimate 
example of humility. As you deal with one another, you should 
think and act as Jesus did . . . He was humble and obeyed God 
completely. He did this even though it led to his death, (NIrV). 
As God’s Son, Jesus was equal with God, but instead of using 
that to His advantage, Jesus put us first and made a way for 
us to have a relationship with God.  
 

Bottom Line: Put others first because Jesus put you first. 
When it comes to our interactions with others, we should 
remember what Jesus did for us. Rather than thinking we’re 
the best or deserve the most, we should remember that Jesus 
deserved everything but gave it up because He loved us so 
much. When we put others first, we show them a glimpse of 
what Jesus did for the entire world. 
What a pleasure it was to talk to many of you Saturday on the 
phone. As great as it was to hear your voices, I can't wait to 
see your faces again! 
 

Jackie Connelly   
jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 
 
 

Hang Out Events 
 

We have switched from Zoom to Google Meet this week for 
our call. I like that better, and I think the kids did too. Google 
Meet doesn’t have a time limit like Zoom does if you don’t 
have a paid subscription. We did a scavenger hunt on our call 
this week, and it was so much fun!!! 
Please continue to keep BigStuf speaker Stuart Hall in your 
prayers. He was taken off the vent last week, but had a 
setback, and is currently on it again. Please pray for his 
healing, that his heart and lungs would strengthen, and that 
he would be able to go home soon. His family misses him very 
much!  
Final decisions about BigStuf and Group Week of Hope will be 
made soon. Please keep that in your prayers as well.  
I enjoyed getting to talk to some of you guys this week. I’ve 
missed my church family, and it made my heart happy. 
 
Stay home and stay well! 
 
Be Blessed 
 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
(931) 409 – 0657 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke               Jon McHann    
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock             Suzanne Smead               
Sarah Marshall           Allen Niles         Betsy & Hursel Shanks    
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser           Bob Truesdale  
Frank Theaderman                Judy Starr      Bernice Thornton 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                 The Connellys 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Belinda Holman (Aunt Bea)   Troy Rose  Dorscene Hendrick      
David Windham (Karla Child’s cousin)           Dianne Conklin 
Michael D. Childs and family (Karla Child’s son) 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

God wants us to use our resources as a means of 
Christian service. 

“…choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve…as for me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord” (Joshua 24: 15). 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                 April 19 
Sunday School                      15 via Zoom 
Facebook Live                    625 views 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                                Total of April 19 
Missions                                       550.00 
Youth     250.00 
Music Fund      40.00 
Required weekly                                                     9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                             10,135.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          142,407.00         
Offering needed to date                                     147,264.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                     -4,857.00    
 
                                              
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

No “in person” worship Service until further 
notice. 

 
Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 

Youth Important Dates: 
May 17 – Senior Sunday 
June 28 – July 3 – Group Week of Hope in 
Nashville- (High School only)  
July 12-16 – BigStuf 
 
 
 

Memorial 
A gift to the Music Fund in memory of Susan 
Wood was given by the Family of Cathy 
Wood. 

Announcements 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THERE WILL BE 
NO SANCTUARY CHOIR, PRAISE BAND OR 
MEN’S CHORUS REHEARSALS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.  We will be postponing the 
Sanctuary Choir Easter Cantata until a later 
date as well.   
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; items 
to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to connect and watch on Facebook live on 
Sunday: 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream”, scroll down until you see 
the video with Sunday’s date  

• Go to the Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

No meal until further notice – taking 
precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 
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