
April 15, 2020 
  

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

WOW!!!  
It was a different kind of Easter than I had ever 
experienced before, but that doesn't change the fact that 
the TOMB IS EMPTY, THE GRAVE IS DEFEATED, AND 
CHRIST IS FOREVER ALIVE.  My sincere thanks to Dana and 
Jackie for their contribution that made the streaming and 
broadcasting of the worship service possible.  The 
beautiful flowers that you saw behind me during the 
sermon were provided by Carolyn Norfleet. Thank you, 
Carolyn. 
Let me share with you some new developments in our 
congregation. 
1.  We have instituted a phone/text tree. This enables us 
to send a text or a phone call to all the members and 
friends of Manchester FUMC.  We are going to do this on 
a weekly basis, (usually Thursday or Friday) until "Social 
Distancing" is over.  If you have a cell phone number, we 
will text you. If not, you will receive an automated call.  If 
you did not get a text or a phone call last week, please call 
the church office and leave your information. Thanks to 
Tommy Potuk for all the work he is doing on this 
ministry.  The text will come from 883-808-9197.  The 
phone tree will come from 931-728-4625.  
2. Suzanne is working on POWER CHURCH, which is our 
church data base. We want to have the most up to date 
and detailed  information on our church family. 
3.  We are going to be doing an "in person" phone call to 
check on our church family.  When you answer this call, 
there will be a real person on the other end of the line. 
This is the way the church family checks on the church 
family.  If you don't get a real live person call by Monday 
April 20th, please call the church office (931-728-4624) 
and let us know; it means that we need an updated phone 
number. If no one answers the church phone, please leave 
a message on the answering machine. 
 
Here  is something that a friend of mine sent me.  It spoke 
to me and I want to share it with you to consider.  We 
should incorporate this into our daily prayer time, so that 
it will come naturally for us, and that it will be a positive 
thing to come out of this crisis: 
 

 
 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

I hope you had a blessed Easter day this past weekend!  This 
had to have been by far the most unusual Easter that any 
of us have experienced!  But I hope you were blessed by the 
online Easter worship video that our staff put together for 
Easter Sunday.   
I really, REALLY miss seeing all of you on Sundays at 105 
Church Street!  I have been praying for weeks now that we 
would see a miraculous downturn with the COVID-19 
pandemic and that we can begin to plan for in-person 
worship once again! 
One day last week, Pam and I came by the church office just 
for a few moments.  We were thrilled to find one of our staff 
members and her husband here and it was great to visit for 
a spell.  As I turned to leave, Pam was heading down the 
hallway toward the sanctuary.  I said, “where are you 
going?”  Her reply was “I just want to see the sanctuary!”  
So, we both entered this holy space and just stood for a few 
quiet moments as if we both expected to hear the sounds 
of singing, praying or preaching.  On the way home, we 
talked some about what it really means to BE THE CHURCH! 
Yeah, we miss “all ya’ll!”  And it is true what they say about 
absence – it really does make the “heart grow fonder!” 
Someday in the not-too-terribly-distant future, we will get 
back to the building at 105 Church Street.  In the meantime, 
you and I are very much still the CHURCH!  There are LOTS 
of folk who need our help and our prayers.  Would you join 
me in a prayer that God will heal our land, both physically 
and spiritually?  May it be so. 
    

Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

  
 

Happy Birthday!  Our Manchester First United Methodist 
Church family sends blessings and Happy Birthday 

Greetings to Mrs. Joan Jones.  Joan will be celebrating her 
102nd birthday on April 28.  Many of you will remember 

when Joan and her late husband Milton attended FUMC. 
Both were very active members in the ministries of our 

church.  Happy Birthday Joan! 
 

If you would like to send a card, Mrs. Jones address is: 
2416 Ridgeland Drive 
Nashville TN 37214 

 
 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK (CONTINUED) 

 
I pray we don't go back to normal. 
I pray that the next time a friend grabs me and pulls me in 
for a hug, I actually take the time to appreciate the gift of 
their embrace. 
I pray when school resumes and people are dropping kids 
off, they will take time to thank the staff for the amazing 
gift that they give to our community.  
I pray that the next time I'm sitting in a crowded 
restaurant, I take time to look around at the smiling faces, 
loud voices, and thank God for the gift of community.  
I pray the next time that I am standing in church listening 
to the voices of praise and worship that I take a moment 
to thank God for the gift of this congregation.  
I pray that the next time I see a person or situation that 
needs prayer, I hope I pray as passionately and fervently as 
I have during this crisis. 
I pray that the next time I see police, first responders, 
postal workers, truck drivers, medical personal, and 
anyone that is in a service industry, I would show them 
gratitude and appreciation.   
 
Blessings  
 
Bro. Randy  
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For week two, we celebrate Easter. We’ll see through John 
18:12–20:23, how Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection makes it 
possible for us to have a forever relationship with God. Jesus 
humbly gave Himself for us as the ultimate sacrifice to rescue 
us from the consequences of our sin.  
 

Bottom Line: Jesus put us first. This is what Easter is all about. 
Jesus put us first. He gave up everything He deserved to 
rescue us from the consequences of sin. Jesus conquered 
death and is alive! We hope that kids leave with a clearer 
understanding of how much God loves us and wants to have 
a relationship with us through His Son.  
 

Jackie Connelly   
jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 
 

Hang Out Events 
 

I hope you had a Happy Easter! I know it was a very different 
kind of Easter, but I hope it was good. We had a good day, but 
we missed our church family! 
I am still in need of names for graduating seniors. I’m not sure 
if we’ll be together by May 17 or not, but I would like to find 
some way to honor them. In order to do that, I need to have 
their names first.  
Our Zoom call this week will be on Wednesday. We skipped 
Sunday this time due to Easter. I should be getting more 
information on BigStuf this week. Please be in prayer for 
BigStuf speaker Stuart Hall. He was diagnosed with Covid-19 
several weeks ago, and last weekend had a heart attack. He’s 
been on a ventilator ever since. Reports are that he is getting 
better, but please keep him in your prayers.  
Please also keep BigStuf and our Group Week of Hope in your 
prayers. Pray that the right decisions will be made, so that we 
can keep our students safe. 
These are trying times. I know I get stir crazy from time to 
time, but we have to remember that God is with us no matter 
where we are, and He promised he will never give us more 
than we can handle.  

 
Be Blessed 
 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
(931) 409 – 0657 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke               Jon McHann    
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock             Suzanne Smead               
Sarah Marshall           Allen Niles         Betsy & Hursel Shanks    
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser           Bob Truesdale  
Frank Theaderman                Judy Starr      Bernice Thornton 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                 The Connellys 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Belinda Holman (Aunt Bea)     Troy Rose         Delwyn Fryer 
David Windham (Karla Child’s cousin)          Dianne Conklin 
Michael D. Childs and family (Karla Child’s son) 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

God wants us to use our resources as a means of 
Christian service. 

“…choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve…as for me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord” (Joshua 24: 15). 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                 April 12 
Sunday School                      15 via Zoom 
Facebook Live                    332 views 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                                Total of April 12 
Missions                                      300.00 
Memorials to General Fund       25.00 
Required weekly                                                     9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                               7,115.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          132,272.00         
Offering needed to date                                     138,060.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                     -5,788.00    
 
                                              
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

No “in person” worship Service until further 
notice. 

 
Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 

Youth Important Dates: 
May 17 – Senior Sunday 
June 28 – July 3 – Group Week of Hope in Nashville- (High 
School only)  
July 12-16 – BigStuf 
 
 

Memorial 
A gift in memory of Catherine Marshall to the General 
Fund was made by Bud & Pam Riddle. 
 
 

 
 

Evans Baird recently heard about the loss of Carey 
Waldrip Sr.  Kay, his wife, was the organist for many 
years here at Manchester FUMC. He passed away on 
February 4, 2020 at his home following an extended 

illness. His memorial service was on February 17, 2020 at 
3 p.m. at Sharp Memorial United Methodist Church in 
Young Harris, GA. Please pray for Kay and her family.  

Announcements 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THERE WILL BE 
NO SANCTUARY CHOIR, PRAISE BAND OR 
MEN’S CHORUS REHEARSALS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.  We will be postponing the 
Sanctuary Choir Easter Cantata until a later 
date as well.   
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; items 
to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 
 

To our Church Family, 
 
Thank you all so much for your 
thoughts, prayers, visits, donations, 
and food that you blessed us with in 
honor and remembrance of my mom, 
Catherine Marshall.  She loved to visit 
our church and was always much 
impressed by the architecture, 
wonderful music, and friendliness.  You 
all have been and are always a blessing 
to us. 
 
Trish and Mike Anderson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to connect and watch on Facebook live on 
Sunday: 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream”, scroll down until you see 
the video with Sunday’s date  

• Go to the Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

No meal until further notice – taking 
precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 
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