
April 1, 2020 
  

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say 
rejoice.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving present your request to God.  And 
the peace of God which transcends all 
understanding will guard your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:4-7. 
I used to think that this verse was just a verse to 
keep negative and complaining people to stay 
quiet.  And to lower one’s blood pressure if you 
could ever figure out how to rid yourself of 
worry.   
Let's take a new look at this. Clearly a joyous 
attitude is a plus and it can also be contagious 
and brighten up others day. If we concentrate on 
the blessings we have, we will be joyful and will 
not go around looking like the cruise director on 
the Titanic.  Anxiety does not need to consume 
us, rather as the hymn writer put it, "Take it to 
the Lord in prayer".  
Now here is my new discovery with this passage: 
vs. 7 "and the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding will guard your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus."    When our attitude is right, and 
our actions are correct, then the results are 
phenomenal.  Follow his commands, obey his 
word and you will experience his peace.   
His peace is something that the world can't give, 
and that the world can't take away.    Try it and 
let me know what happens.  Come on, try it, I 
dare you.   
 
See you soon, 
 
Brother Randy 
 

 
 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

If you’re like me, you likely feel a little overwhelmed by 
the 24/7 bombardment of news coverage regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  And in some ways, that’s a good 
thing, because we need to be informed.  And I do not 
make light of this horrible thing.  But can we take a 
short break from this stuff right now and talk about 
something else?  How about we talk about...disposable 
diapers? 
The late Christian humorist, Grady Nutt, told a story 
once of a Baptist church that was having an issue with 
people “stealing” disposable diapers from their nursery 
(new ones, not USED ones!)  So, the pastor instructs 
the church secretary to take a rubber stamp that said 
"Property of First Baptist Church” down to the nursery 
and stamp all the diapers, thinking that folks then 
would feel guilty about taking them and stop doing it. 
The secretary grabs the stamp and ink pad and goes 
down the hall to the nursery.  The pastor hears the 
“thump, thump, thump” sound of the stamping until 
suddenly the secretary stops and he hears her laughing 
uncontrollably.  He runs down to the nursery and 
realizes the church secretary has mistakenly picked up 
the wrong rubber stamp pad.  Instead of saying 
“Property of First Baptist Church,” she was marking 
each one with the words “For Deposit Only!”   
We now return you to our regularly scheduled 
programming. 
    
Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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In Sunday school this week, we were to look at Luke 
15:21-32 and pick up the story of the Lost Son we start 
in week 4. His father and older brother each responded 
to the Prodigal Son differently. The Father welcomed 
him home with open arms and threw a giant party for 
him. The Older Brother chose not to forgive and 
become angry with his brother. He not only missed out 
on a party, but also missed out on rebuilding a 
relationship with his brother.  

 
 

Palm Sunday is this Sunday, 
April 5, 2020 



April 1, 2020 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bottom Line: When you don’t forgive, you miss 
out. When we choose not to forgive others, we could 
miss out on rebuilding a broken relationship. We might 
miss out on friendships or new, fun memories with our 
family, or peace in our own hearts. We could also miss 
out on the joy that God can give us when we choose to 
show forgiveness. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
 
 
 

Hang Out Events 
 

We are still doing Zoom calls on Sundays and 
Wednesdays in order to stay connected. On Sunday, 
our devotion was from Deuteronomy, chapter 10. 
Moses is pretty much giving his last speech. He's 
telling the Israelites everything he wants them to 
know before they cross into the promised land 
because he can't go with them. It's like teachers 
cramming everything they can in before the test. 
Here's what he says in verse 12 and 13: 12 “And now, 
Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you 
except to fear the Lord your God by walking in all 
His ways, to love Him, and to worship the Lord your 
God with all your heart and all your soul? 13 Keep 
the Lord’s commands and statutes I am giving you 
today, for your own good." Sounds easy, right? He 
goes a little further in verse 20 and 21 saying: 20 
"You are to fear Yahweh your God and worship Him. 
Remain faithful[b] to Him and take oaths in His 
name. 21 He is your praise and He is your God, who 
has done for you these great and awesome works 
your eyes have seen." Still not too hard. So, while 
we're all stuck at home, let's try to work on our most 
important relationships (God and family) because 
when everything else is gone, these two constants 
will still remain.   
 
We are working on a possible way to do our Annual 
Sunrise Breakfast. Stay posted for details! 
 
Be Blessed 
 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
(931) 409 – 0657 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke               Jon McHann    
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock             Suzanne Smead               
Sarah Marshall           Allen Niles         Betsy & Hursel Shanks    
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser           Bob Truesdale  
Frank Theaderman                Judy Starr      Bernice Thornton 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky                 The Connellys 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Belinda Holman (Aunt Bea)     Troy Rose         Delwyn Fryer 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

God wants us to use our resources as a means of 
Christian service. 

“…choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve…as for me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord” (Joshua 24: 15). 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                               March 29 
Sunday School                      13 via Zoom 
Facebook Live                    260 views 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                              Total of March 29 
Missions                                        50.00 
Youth      50.00 
Memorials to General Fund    350.00 
Pastor Discretionary   100.00 
Required weekly                                                     9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                              8,335.00  
Year-to-date offering                                         117,840.00         
Offering needed to date                                     119,652.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                      -1,812.00    
 
                                              
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

No “in person” worship Service until further 
notice. 

 
Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 

Youth Important Dates: 
March - envelope fundraiser (all month long) 
April 12 - Sunrise Breakfast 
May 17 - Senior Sunday 
June 28 - July 3 - Group Week of Hope in 
Nashville- (High School only)  
July 12 – 17 - BigStuf 
 
 
 

Memorials 
A gift to the Pastor Discretionary Fund in memory of 
Judy Worthington, Jo Lynn Longstreth, and 
Catherine Marshall was given by Beverly Smith. 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Jo Lynn 
Longstreth, Catherine Marshall, and Ronald V. Short 
was given by Charles & Patty Roberts. 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Jo Lynn 
Longstreth was given by Nancy & Bobby Cummins. 
 
 

Announcements 
 

Our Choir, Men’s Chorus and Praise Team 
rehearsals remain “on hold” for now.  Please be 
patient as we all continue the new “social distancing” 
practices.   
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; items 
to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 
Bob Petry, Father of Brent Petry (former member 
of Manchester FUMC who transferred his 
membership to Winchester FUMC), passed away 
the morning of March 27, 2020.  Please pray for 
Brent and Karen and their family during this hard 
time. The register book and memorial cards were 
available under the carport of Moore-Cortner 
Funeral Home from 11am-12 pm on Monday, 
March 30, 2020. Graveside Services were held at 
1:00 pm on Monday, March 30, 2020 at Watson-
North Memorial Park with Dr. Rev. Steve Angus 
officiating. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to connect and watch on Facebook live on 
Sunday: 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream”, scroll down until you see 
the video with Sunday’s date  

• Go to the Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

No meal until further notice – taking 
precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 
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