
March 4, 2020 
  

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Some of you are aware that there is a great divide in our society 
and even in mainline protestant denominations such as The 
United Methodist Church.  I have told you before that I will not 
spend time during the Sunday morning worship service 
addressing this issue.  I don't feel that that is the time or the 
place to have such conversation.  However, I am using the 
means of the Mid-Week Visitor and a Town Hall type meeting 
during the Sunday School hour on March 29th to have further 
discussion on the issues concerning our denomination as 
General Conference is approaching in May (5-15) of this year. I 
am also available to talk and share with individuals or groups or 
Sunday School classes if anyone would be interested in that 
conversation taking place. 
     I want to share with you what a pastor friend of mine put in 
his newsletter to his congregation recently.  I hope you will take 
time to pray and study the issues discussed in this newsletter 
article. 
     I do not wish to cast fear and panic by sharing this article, I 
do think that it is important for me as much as possible to keep 
you informed and educated on what is before us.  I will say that 
I believe that the issue of human sexuality is what is driving this 
conflict, but the issue goes far deeper than that.   
     There are (at least) three different theological groups that are 
seeking to influence the future course and direction of the 
United Methodist Church.  Below is a snapshot of each of the 
big three as I understand it by my research.  This are listed in no 
certain order.  
Traditional Group-Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) 
https://wesleyancovenant.org/   The WCA affirms classical 
Wesleyan doctrine and the historic faith, which the church has 
used to define parameters of Christian teaching.  WCA affirms 
the following moral principles:  1.) Scriptures teaches that men 
and women are of equal value in the eyes of God.  Accordingly, 
the church should treat women and men equally including 
called to and gifted for ministry.  2.)  WCA believes that all 
persons are of sacred worth.  Therefore, we gladly welcome all 
who seek to grow in their relationship with God to attend 
worship services and participate in the church’s 
ministries. 3.)  WCA  believes marriage and sexual intimacy are 
good gifts from God.  In keeping with Christian teaching through 
the ages and throughout the church universal, we believe that 
marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, 
exclusive union.  4.)  WCA believes that every person must be 
afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. 
Progressive Group - UMCNext. https://umcnext.com/  This 
group is guided by four commitments: 1) We long to be 
passionate followers of Jesus Christ committed to a Wesleyan 
vision of Christianity, anchored in the scripture and informed by 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

Psalm 45:3 says “Gird your sword upon your side, O mighty 
one!”  There can be little doubt that the psalmist was referring 
to Jesus.  In fact, we see in the New Testament that the 
disciples were “astonished” with the bold, fearless way Jesus 
walked straight into the face of death in Jerusalem.  He had 
even told them exactly how it would all go down and yet He 
never flinched in “leading the way” to the city!   
In Leviticus 26:1-39, the Lord promised peace and blessing to 
the Hebrew children for obedience, but also certain 
destruction if they rebelled.  Christ’s intense love for 
righteousness and hatred of wickedness gives Him a fearless 
boldness against sin. 
Jesus conquered death, hell, and the grave.  And will once and 
for all defeat the enemy when He returns in final victory 
someday.  In the meantime, His bride, the church (that’s us!) 
strives to be faithful and fearless!  What a promise to know 
the Mighty One is coming with His sword, and you and I will be 
at His side! 

Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

March 4, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

 

Announcements 
The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse this 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 

Youth Important Dates: 
April 9 - Spring Break Day of Service 

April 12 - Sunrise Breakfast 
May 17 - Senior Sunday 

June 28-July 3- Group Week of Hope 
in Nashville- (High School only)  
July 12-17- BigStuf 
  
 

Daylight Savings Time Begins on Sunday, 
March 8 at 2 a.m.  Set your clocks ahead one 

hour on Saturday night! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tradition, experience, and reason as we live a life of personal 
piety and social holiness.  2) We commit to resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression in all forms and toward all people and build a 
church which affirms the full participation of all age, nations, 
races, classes, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations 
and abilities.  3) We reject the Traditional Plan approved at 
General Conference 2019 as inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and will resist its implementation.  4) We will work to 
eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and 
penalties in the Discipline regarding LGBTQ persons. We affirm 
the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons, celebrate their gifts, and 
commit to being in ministry together.  
Liberationist Group- UMForward. https://umforward.org/   This 
group's preamble starts with three mission statements: 1) We 
envision a vibrant church living the Gospel and uncompromising 
on Jesus’ love ethic of full inclusion and affirmation.  2) We 
proclaim the full liberation of Person of Color+Queer+Trans 
(PoC+Q+T) People in the UMC.  3)  We pursue an intersectional 
and anti-colonial framework to social justice and the dismantling 
of white supremacy, cisgender-heteronormativity, and 
patriarchy.  We declare that there can be no compromising on 
full inclusion in any way. (Continued on Address Page) 
 

 

(Continued from FROM THE PASTOR’s DESK) These three 

organizations will be in full force at the General Conference.  They 
will be supporting various legislation and gathering votes to futher 
their cause.  We as members of Manchester FUMC need to 
continue to pray for God's will.  I ask for your prayers for myself 
and the other staff members here at Manchester FUMC.  Pray for 
those attending General Conference and pray for the staff, 
leadership, and membership of Manchester FUMC. We will be 
discerning God's will for our continuing ministry and outreach to 
this community both before and after General Conference.  

 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/
https://umcnext.com/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
https://umforward.org/


March 4, 2020 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hang Out Events 
I know that it seems early, but I am desperately attempting to 
stay on top of things and not get behind. I need your help in 
order to do that. If you know of a high school senior that is 
graduating this year, please send me their name either by 
emailing me to the email address listed below or by calling or 
emailing the church office.  
If you have a student who is going to middle school next year, 
and would like to go to BigStuf with us, I need to know as soon 
as possible. As of right now, I only have 5 student spots left!!! 
Envelopes for our envelope fundraiser are located on the 
table across from the Welcome Center. We’ve done this 
before, but as a reminder, take an envelope and put that 
amount of money in it. Then you can give it to me, take it to 
the church office or put it in the offering plate. We will do this 
through the month of March. We’re doing some different 
things this year. Some of our high school students are 
attending a mission trip called Group’s Week of Hope where 
we will work with organizations in Nashville to sit with the 
elderly, run summer literacy camps for elementary school 
students, and maybe even do some construction. We are also 
looking at taking a charter bus to BigStuf to make the trip 
easier on our adults!!! 
In Sunday School this week we finished talking about Different 
Foundations. We looked at Luke 6:46-49 and James 1:22-25. 
We talked about the importance of having a solid foundation 
rooted in the word of God and what that looks like.  
This week at Hangout we talked about killing sin and 
temptation. We read Romans 7:14-20. We talked about how 
we sometimes hear people say, “God is tempting me.”, but 
that isn’t the case. We are tempted by our own desires, and 
that can cause us to sin. We read Hebrews 4:15 and learned 
that we are fortunate to have a God who sent His only Son to 
Earth and was tempted just like we are, and so He 
understands our struggles, but He never gave in to temptation 
and that gives us hope. 
On Wednesday this week we studied Jonah by reading 4:5-11. 
We talked about the difficulty of sharing, more importantly 
sharing willingly, and how hard it is sometimes. We compared 
that to Jonah who was shown grace by God time and time 
again but didn’t want to share that grace with the Ninevites 
because he didn’t think they deserved it. Our challenge this 
week is to pray that God would keep our hearts fixed on His 
truth as we reflect about the grace God shows us each day. 
We are to show grace to someone we don't think deserves it 
and spend time in worship on our own this week.  
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com   
(931) 409 - 0657 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke               Jon McHann    
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Sarah Marshall                      Allen Niles        Karrah Winstead 
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser           Bob Truesdale  
Frank Theaderman                Judy Starr      Bernice Thornton 
Betsy and Hursel Shanks    Suzanne Smead     
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Dorothy Bon and her daughter Becky 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

If we are going to serve the Lord, we should do 
so wholeheartedly, and see what God will do in 

response. 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all 

your might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                               March 1 
Sunday School                                      79 
8:25 Service           75 
10:55 Service                                                  83 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                              Total of March 1 
Sunday School                                                              57.00  
Coffee Time      18.00 
Missions                                  1,830.00 
Youth                         1,444.00 
Memorials to General Fund      25.00 
Pastor Discretionary     50.00 
Communion Rail     34.00 
Required weekly                                                    9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                          20,005.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          95,883.00         
Offering needed to date                                     82,836.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                   13,047.00                                                 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of March 8  Claus Thormaehlen 
Week of March 15  Daniel Porter 
Coffee Time 
March 8 & 15       Claus & Lois Thormaehlen 
March 22 & 29      Mike & Karla Childs                      
Altar Guild 
March       Kay Smoyak 
April       Beverly Smith & Ann Spaulding 
Counters  
March              Mike Anderson & James McKelvey 
April              Gary Nester & Jay Trussler 
Greeters 
March 8 8:25     Nancy Daniel 
 10:55   Allison & Brian Stacy 
March 15 & 22 8:25     Sarah & Tom Potuk 
 10:55   Betty & Jerry Watkins 
Kitchen Monitor 
March      Sue Reid 
April      Lois Thormaehlen 
Sunday School Greeters 
March 8   Beverly Smith 
March 15 & 22    Lois Thormaehlen 

Bakers/Visitors  
March 8     Kay Pratt (Baker) 
      Frank Langham (Visitor) 
March 15     Melissa Cope (Baker) 
      Roger & Kimla Weeks (Visitors) 
Ushers 
8:25 Service     Butch Niederhauser 
10:55 Service      Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
April     Marie Kimble 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

March 4, 2020: Homemade Vegetable Soup, 
Cornbread/Crackers/Toasted Cheese Sandwich, 
Fresh Apple Slices      Dessert: Brownies 
March 11, 2020: Homemade lasagna, Tossed 
Salad with Dressings, French Bread    Dessert: 
Apple Cobbler 
 

Memorials 
A gift to the Pastor Discretionary Fund in memory 
of Judy Worthington was given by Jack & Faye 
Huffman. 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Judy 
Worthington was given by Claus & Lois 
Thormaehlen. 

 
 
 

 
We start the month with one of Jesus’ parables recorded in 
Matthew 18:21-35. Jesus told this parable because Peter 
asked a question about forgiveness. Peter might have 
thought he was doing pretty well to say he’d forgive 
someone seven times, but Jesus raises the stakes and says 
we ought to forgive others even more. Jesus shows what 
this means with a parable about a servant who is shown 
incredible forgiveness yet doesn’t do the same in return. 
Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you. 
God’s love for us is huge. That love drives God to forgive us 
when we do something wrong. God can help us to forgive 
people in our life. When we realize how much God has 
forgiven us, we can turn around and forgive people who 
might hurt us. This might be difficult, but God can give us 
the help we need to love others and show forgiveness. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
 

 

Ministries and Mission       
 
The Sallie O’Neal Fellowship would like you to partner 
with us in donating items to inmates at the County Jail:  
WHITE towels, wash clothes, toiletries (which must be in 
transparent bottles), smaller sized sports bras, socks, 
and panties, also WHITE.  There will be a box at the 
Welcome Center for you to deposit your donations 
through the month of March.  Thank you for joining with 
our group in supporting this ministry. 
 

 
Susan Wood passed away on Saturday February 29 just 
after 6 p.m.  Arrangements were not made at the time 
this newsletter was printed.  Please pray for Susan’s 
family. 
 
 

mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com

