
March 3, 2021  Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
  

   Many of you know that my connection to this 

congregation goes way back, even before I can 

remember.  My parents were married in this church in 

1953.  My grandparents made this their church home for 

many years. I remember growing up occasionally 

attending worship with my grandfather Mr. Homer Heard 

who was a barber here for many years.  This church 

played a small role in my call to ministry and that is a 

story for another day. 

   My friend Albert Willis would often tell me how 

special, loving, and generous this congregation was. I also 

know that this congregation is steeped in traditional 

Methodist theology.  Many pastors and staff members that 

have served here through the years brag about their 

experience with this congregation.  As I have been here 

for 7and 1/2 years I totally concur with those positive 

feelings about this congregation.  Even in the midst of the 

current global pandemic you continue to be faithful in 

your financial support and in your witness for the 

kingdom of God.   

   This past Sunday 2/28/21 was a very special Sunday for 

me. We had first time guests, at both services, they stayed 

for Sunday School and that was a blessing, also we had 

repeat guest/visitors and that is always a good sign. This 

was the highest in person Sunday School and Worship 

attendance since we started dealing with Covid-19.  Your 

giving continues to be a blessing and I want to THANK 

YOU for that.  

   We are not a perfect church; no church is perfect.  If you 

are ever invited to join a PERFECT CHURCH, DON'T 

JOIN IT BECAUSE YOU WILL MESS IT UP.  I WILL 

NEVER PASTOR A PERFECT CHURCH, BECAUSE I 

WOULD MESS IT UP ON DAY ONE.  I do want to 

however brag on you and thank you for your faithfulness, 

you are an amazing congregation and I just want to say 

thank you.  

   I hope you will join me in praying and seeking how we 

can continue to faithfully live out our calling as we move 

toward a new normal, post Covid-19. 

  

See you Sunday  

Brother Randy     

 

  

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

    

   We are often quick to ask why people suffer 

when the far more significant question, 

especially during the Lenten season, is why 

should God have to suffer?  

   What we fail to realize is that suffering exists, 

first and foremost, not for us, but for Christ. 

Although man’s rebellion was the original 

cause of suffering in the world, Jesus’ 

obedience is the final cure. Without the 

sacrifice of Christ, suffering would lack its 

redemptive promise. And yet, Christ’s suffering 

found it’s redemptive purpose when Christ died 

on the cross and then rose from the dead.  

   It could be said that all suffering was aimed, 

from the beginning, at Jesus. To that end, it was 

established before the beginning of the world 

that Jesus should take the suffering of the whole 

world upon himself. In this sense, it can be said 

that all suffering was meant for Christ. It may 

visit us but only on its way to him. Maybe this 

is why the Bible says for us to cast our cares on 

Him, because He cares for us. 

 

Peace and Grace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

March 3, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 

The Mary and Martha Class will start a new study 

on March 28 entitled Finding Freedom from Worry 

and Stress.  This Women of Faith study examines 

what the Bible says about leading a scattered life and 

how to trust God in uncertain times.  Giving our 

worries to the Lord allows us to experience the rest 

that God has for us in the midst of busy lives.  Classes  

on Sunday mornings at 10 in room 216. ALL LADIES 

are invited to join us; please let me know by Monday, 

March 8, if you want me to order you a book.  Call 

Karla Childs at 723-4192. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

You can follow an order of service on your smart 

phone or tablet!  Look for the QR code (printed on 

8.5”X11” paper) on the table in the rear of the 

sanctuary, at the welcome center and at the ramp 

entry.  Open your smart phone’s camera app and point 

at the code.  You will see a small orange icon appear 

on your screen.  Click the icon you’ll be directed to the 

page on our church website which has the weekly 

order of service (it will say “Worship Order”).  You 

can open the worship order and follow it or even 

download to your device if you like!  You can also 

access it by simply going to our website, 

www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the “home” tab 

and scroll down to “Worship Order!” 

 
 

 

 

 

We should ask God to give us a place to serve and 
then be ready to respond in full obedience when God 

answers our prayer.  
“You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, 

serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13). 

 
 

WE ARE WORKING ON UPDATING OUR 
CHURCH DATABASE.  PLEASE CONTACT TAMMY 

IN THE CHURCH OFFICE TO MAKE SURE WE 
HAVE YOUR CORRECT INFORMATION. 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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Memorials & Honorariums 

 KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   We finish the month talking about kindness with a 

familiar parable found in Luke 10:25-37. When the 

religious leaders tried to make themselves look good, 

they try and trick Jesus with a question. If we’re 

supposed to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, 

who exactly is our neighbor? Jesus answers with the 

parable of The Good Samaritan. Jesus used this story 

to completely change how people who follow Him 

should look at showing kindness to others— it’s not 

just for people we know or like, but for everyone we 

meet.  

Bottom Line: Be kind to people who are different 

from you.  

   Everyone is deserving of our kindness, whether 

they look like us or not. We hope kids learn from a 

young age, that God’s love is for everyone. We can’t 

hold back kindness from others just because they 

might look or act different from us. Jesus modeled a 

love and kindness that included everyone. We should 

do that same. 

 
Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

 

Memorials & Honorariums 

 
A gift was given to the children’s ministry in memory 

of Hursel Shanks by Rev Dana & Pam Brooks. 

 

Gifts were given to the children’s ministry in memory 

of Sue Reid by Rev Dana & Pam Brooks,  Patricia C 

& J Stanley Rogers, and Mary Johns Majors. 

 

Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of 

Sue Reid by Ed & Vivian Henley, Carol Reid, Gail 

Crocket and Class of 1953 Gallatin High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                      Feb 28 
Sunday School          45 
8:25 Service          42 
10:55 Service          53 
Facebook Live                            140 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                Total of                                  Feb 28 
Pastor Discretionary  750.00 
Youth  410.00 
Children’s Ministry  130.00 
Family Fund  50.00 
Missions  220.00 
Memorials to General Fund 240.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  10,765.00 
YTD Offering  86,196.00 
YTD Required  82,836.00 
(+/-) Difference  +3,360.00 
       

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

Building Checker 
Week of February 28                                Marlin Hoover       
Week of March 7                                Claus Thormaehlen       
        
Altar Guild 
For the Month of March                       Kay Smoyak 
For the Month of April                          Beverly Smith & 
                                                                    Ann Spaulding 
  
Counters 
For the Month of March                            Mike Anderson 
                                                                     James McKelvey 
For the Month of April                             Jay Trussler 
                                                                       Gary Nester 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
For the Month of March    Patricia Anderson 
For the Month of April    Patc Lillard 
     
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

 

March 3 

Hamburger /Bun with Lettuce, Tomato, etc. 

French Fries 

Strawberry Cake 

 

March 9 

Spaghetti/French Bread 

Tossed Salad/Asst Dressings 

Banana Pudding 

 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Billie Danford   Bettye Roberson 
Mary & Don Rounds  Jeanette Taylor   
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Betsy Shanks 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

 
March 3 – March 9, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Mar 3 Randy Pate 
Mar 3 Lois Ann Farmer 
Mar5 Nona Jarratt 
Mar 6 Tina Niederhauser 
Mar 7 Carolyn Norfleet 
Mar 8 Stephen Kimble 
Mar 8 Vernon Sherrill 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 

 
 
 

Hang Out Event  
 

   Tickets for Sunrise Breakfast will be on sale at the Welcome 

Center on Sunday mornings starting THIS SUNDAY!!! 

Tickets are $1 per person. This is so that we have an idea of 

how many we will be serving since everything is so different 

this year. Find a youth or come see us at the Welcome Center 

to get your tickets for your reservation. Youth, we will begin 

serving around 6:45 that morning, so I will need you to meet 

me in the kitchen by 5:30am. I know it’s early, but we won’t 

have youth that evening, so you can rest. 

   Senior Sunday is quickly approaching. We will be 

celebrating our Seniors at both services on May 16 as well as 

having a reception for them at Coffee Time that morning. If 

you have a senior or know of one, please let me know so that I 

can get them their packet. 

   BIGSTUF!!!!! I am now taking $25 deposits for BigStuf. 

We will be going June 14-18. Total cost for each youth will 

be $100. We will use our fundraisers and our returned money 

from last year to cover the rest. Since we were not able to go 

last year, we are even more excited this year than normal!!!!! 

   We had 9 youth in Sunday School this week! We started our 

new series called Reckless Love this week. In this video 

Andrew Atwell took Greg Boyd ice climbing. The scenery 

was beautiful, but there’s no way I could’ve done that! Greg 

is a theology professor in Minnesota, and the author of Letters 

from a Skeptic. In the book his father who was an atheist 

wrote letters to him about the questions he had about faith, 

and he answered them. In the video, Andrew asked Greg a 

series of questions like: Could it all be chance? Why should 

we believe?  What if we’re wrong? My favorite thing Greg 

said in the video was about faith. He said that we’re taught 

that doubt is the opposite of faith, and that we shouldn’t ask 

questions. He said that the opposite is true, and that we should 

seek answers to our questions in order to grow our faith. I 

think this is great for anyone, but especially teenagers. They 

question so much, and in the faith community, sometimes we 

make them feel as if those questions mean they lack faith. I 

think that turning that around and helping them find answers 

so that their faith can grow would be so much more 

meaningful for everyone involved. 

   At Hangout on Sunday night, we continued our Among Us 

series where we learned that the crowd can’t be trusted. 

Opinions often change and can be difficult to keep up with, 

but the love of Jesus and who He is never changes, so He’s 

the only one we can truly trust. 

   On Wednesday night at Hangout, we’ll take a look at the 

spiritual gifts of exhortation and leadership. 

 

Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
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