
March 25, 2020 
  

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

Greetings In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
I don't know about you, but I am really missing the 
fellowship of our church family here at Manchester 
First United Methodist Church.  I miss hearing you 
sing in worship. I miss your smiles as we pass the 
offering plate and give cheerfully and generously each 
week.  I miss Tommy Potuk and Ken Kimble sharing 
an insightful stewardship moment. I miss the choir 
and the praise team lifting us in worship each week.  I 
miss our fellowship during coffee time each week.  I 
miss our Wednesday evening activities each week.  I 
miss seeing all our children on Wednesday nights. I 
miss the youth meetings on Sunday and Wednesday 
evenings. 
I even miss our staff meetings and our administrative 
committee meetings.  Well, maybe not as much as the 
other things that I have mentioned, but they are a part 
of who we are. 
I look forward to these things starting back hopefully 
sooner rather than later. 
In the meantime, let's make wise use of the situation 
that we are in.  During the time of social distancing, 
we can use it wisely or we can waste it. I want to 
encourage US to use it wisely.  We do not need to go 
back to the old usual ways when this crisis is over.  If 
we do that then we have wasted this time and have 
gained nothing from it.  
A United Methodist pastor, Zan Holmes, asked a 
question in one of his sermons, "Are you growing 
through what you are going through?"  I don't know 
about you, but I want to be different than I was before 
this Coronavirus hit in the U.S.  If we don't grow 
through what we go through, then we have wasted a 
valuable learning experience.  We all need to use this 
time to reflect, renew, recommit and regroup our 
lives. 
Spend time praying for others, reaching out to others, 
reading, etc.  Don't dwell constantly on the television 
news; follow the instructions of health officials; pray 
for the medical community; and don't watch too 
much religious television, There is a lot of bad 
theology on the airways, be careful.    
 

 
 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THERE WILL BE 
NO SANCTUARY CHOIR, PRAISE BAND OR 
MEN’S CHORUS REHEARSALS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.  We will be postponing the 
Sanctuary Choir Easter Cantata until a later date as 
well.   
Please stay vigilant with regard to the COVID-19 virus 
and take seriously the mandates for hygiene and 
physical distancing as set forward by our medical and 
civic leaders!   
In the meantime: 
Some of you likely saw these on Facebook recently, but 
I thought I would post some of these here to help us all 
laugh a little!  From the mouths of babes! 
 
BRITTANY (age 4) had an earache and wanted a pain 
killer. She tried in vain to take the lid off the bottle. 
Seeing her frustration, her Mom explained it was a 
child-proof cap and she'd have to open it for her. Eyes 
wide with wonder, the little girl asked: “How does it 
know it's me?” 
SUSAN (age 4) was drinking juice when she got the 
hiccups. “Please don't give me this juice again,” she 
said, “It makes my teeth cough.” 
JAMES (age 4) was listening to a Bible story. His dad 
read: “The man named Lot was warned to take his wife 
and flee out of the city but his wife looked back and was 
turned to salt.” Concerned, James asked: “What 
happened to the flea?” 
Laughter is the best medicine! 
    
Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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In Luke 15:11-24, Jesus shares a parable to help people 
understand God’s amazing grace and forgiveness. A 
son came to his father and asked for his share of the 
inheritance. This broke the father’s heart, but he went 
ahead and gave the son what he wanted. The son 
wasted every last penny and hit rock bottom. He 
decided to go home to his father and ask forgiveness. 
The father was waiting with arms open wide and ready 
to have his son home.  
 

From The Pastor’s Desk (continued) 
Psalm 142 was written by David and guess where 
he was when he wrote the Psalm.  If you guessed 
that he wrote it when he was in a cave, you guessed 
correctly.  The fact that he wrote it from a cave is 
interesting because that is kind of where I have felt 
that I have been lately.  I bet you have too. 
Look at verses 1 and 2. Isn't it interesting that 
David knew that he could complain to God.  While 
you and I are in our cave (social distancing), we too 
feel like complaining.  David gives us permission to 
complain and to ask for help.  So, if you feel like 
complaining to God during this time, go ahead and 
complain.  God can handle your complaining. I also 
want to say that we are not alone in the cave and 
dark times. God is with us.   
While you are in the cave, do what David did. Let 
God work on you.  God does some of his best work 
in caves.   
Amen 
 
P.S.  It is very unlikely that we will have "in person" 
worship this Sunday March 29.  If we do, we will 
post it on Facebook and get Marie to send out 
through the prayer chain.  If we don't have "in 
person" worship, we will have" 
ONLINE WORSHIP" via Facebook live at the 
regular time. We will also broadcast at regular time 
(11:00) on the local radio station.   
 
Please don't forget that you can mail in your weekly 
financial contribution to the church. You can also 
bring it to the office because someone is in the 
office for emergencies. As of March 23, we are 
slightly behind on our year to date 
giving.  However, given that we have not had "in 
person" worship for the last two weeks, we are 
thankful for this result. I just want to remind you, 
on behalf of the finance committee, please continue 
to be faithful in your giving during this time.  
 
One last thing, if you or someone you know needs 
help during this time, please do not hesitate to call 
the church office. We have several people who want 
to help you during this time. Please do not hesitate 
to call 931-728-4624.  
 
Hoping to see you soon, 
 
Randy 
 



March 25, 2020 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be forgiven. 
Everyone at some point will do something to hurt 
another person, and we’ve all done something that goes 
against what God wants for us. We all need forgiveness. 
Thankfully, through Jesus, God offers forgiveness no 
matter what we’ve done.  
Of course, we will have to cancel our Easter Egg hunt that 
we had planned for Wednesday night, April 1.  Thank 
you so much to the people who donated candy. I promise 
we will put it to good use once we resume classes again! 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
 

Hang Out Events 
 

I hope this newsletter finds you all doing well. No real news to 
report about the youth right now since we’re all stuck at home. 
We did do a Zoom conference call this week. It was good to see 
the ones that were able to get on. 
I posted this on my Facebook page last week, but as uncertain 
as things are right now, I think it still holds true. 
The Bible mentions “fear” more than 200 times! We are living 
in a time of fear, but this isn’t the first time people struggled 
with fear. The Israelites feared death many times after God 
delivered them from slavery in Egypt. In Deuteronomy, God 
tries to comfort his people through Moses, and he gives Moses 
these words, “Don’t be terrified of them. God, your God, is 
leading the way; He’s fighting for you.” He continues talking 
about how they have seen him save them time and time again, 
and then he says, “Your God carries you like a father carries his 
child. He’s carried you the whole way here.” Moses goes on to 
say, “Now that you are here, you won’t trust your God-the same 
God who goes ahead of you in your travels to scout out a place 
to camp.” I and II Samuel talk about Samuel fearing David, and 
David fearing Samuel. I Kings talk about the different Kings of 
the region fearing the Israelites. The book of Job talks about 
how he feared God. Many of the Psalms mention fear. It’s a 
continuing theme throughout the Bible. I would even venture 
to say that fear has been a continuing theme throughout the 
course of humanity. 
Children are afraid of the dark or the monsters under their bed. 
As we get older, those fears change. Maybe we’re afraid of 
snakes or spiders, afraid of what the future holds. Afraid to 
make commitment in relationships, afraid we might pick the 
wrong college, vocation, or spouse. When you think about it, 
fear is almost a constant throughout our lives. Matthew 10:8 
says, “Don’t be bluffed into silence by the threat of bullies. 
There’s nothing they can do to your soul, your core being. Save 
your fear for God, who holds your entire life- body and soul -in 
his hands.” 
These are scary times, but in Jeremiah 29 verse 11 God says, “I 
know what I’m doing. I have planned it all out- plans to take 
care of you, and not to harm you, plans to give you the future 
you hope for.” In this time of uncertainty, we have to remember 
that God is still God no matter what is going on around us. He 
still holds the future. In this time of fear, we should place our 
faith in God, and trust, like His word says, that He’s working 
things out for our good. 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke               Jon McHann    
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock             Suzanne Smead               
Sarah Marshall           Allen Niles         Betsy & Hursel Shanks    
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser           Bob Truesdale  
Frank Theaderman                Judy Starr      Bernice Thornton 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky           
Teri, Dana Brooks daughter 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

Money is a means to the greater end of 
glorifying God as we demonstrate practical 

Christianity in our lives. 
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 

do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                               March 22 
Sunday School                      8 via Zoom 
Facebook Live                    447 views 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                              Total of March 22 
Missions                                        50.00 
Music    150.00 
Memorials to General Fund   225.00 
Honorariums to General Fund   100.00 
Required weekly                                                     9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                              1,364.00  
Year-to-date offering                                         109,505.00         
Offering needed to date                                     110,448.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                        -943.00                                                 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

No “in person” worship Service until further 
notice. 

 
Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 
 
Good Samaritan 
March 30 – Kathy Bailey, Doris Hendrix, Susan Wakeman 

 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
Youth Important Dates: 

March - envelope fundraiser (all month long) 
April 5 - no Hangout 
April 9 - Spring Break Day of Service 
April 12 - Sunrise Breakfast 
May 17 - Senior Sunday 
June 28 - July 3- Group Week of Hope in Nashville- (High 
School only)  
July 12-17 - BigStuf 

 
Hang Out Events (continued) 

I’ve seen many prayers on the internet over the last few 
days. This one has been my favorite: 
Father, I pray that you would send your healing and 
anointing like rain to fall and soak every inch of land in the 
world. I pray that all flu viruses, coronavirus, and 
pneumonia-like illnesses would die out on their own. I 
pray those viruses would evaporate and be extinguished 
from the world. I pray that no new cases would be 
reported. I pray that relief and smiles among medical 
professionals would return, and people would shout with 
victory on their faces, saying that you, God for your love, 
grace, and mercy. I pray that everything will begin to go 
back to normal. Lord, not only do I pray for these things, I 
know that you can do it. I believe that you will do it in the 
name of Jesus. Amen 
 
Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
(931) 409 – 0657 
 

Announcements 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THERE WILL 
BE NO SANCTUARY CHOIR, PRAISE 
BAND, OR MEN’S CHORUS REHEARSALS 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  We will be 
postponing the Sanctuary Choir Easter 
Cantata until a later date as well.   
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

Memorials and Honorarium 
A gift in honor of the FUMC Praise Team was given 
to the General Fund by Roger & Kimla Weeks. 
A gift in memory of Jo Nell Riddle was given to the 
General Fund by Butch & Tina Niederhauser, 
Roger & Kimla Weeks, and Bob & Nellie Leonard. 
A gift in memory of Susan Wood was given to the 
General Fund by The Dix Family. 
A gift in memory of Susan Wood was given to the 
Music Fund by Bobby Lee & Florence Hendrix 
Pitts, Lane & Liz Smith & Hollie Smith Mangrum, 
and Rod & Teri Christian. 
A gift in memory of Judy Worthington was given 
to the General Fund by Rod & Teri Christian. 
A gift in memory of Annarene Beckman was given 
to the General Fund by Rod & Teri Christian. 
A gift in memory of Catherine Marshall was given 
to the General Fund by Roger & Kimla Weeks. 
A gift in memory of Ronald V. Short was given to 
the General Fund by Roger & Kimla Weeks. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

How to connect and watch on Facebook live on 
Sunday: 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream”, scroll down until you see 
the video with Sunday’s date  

• Go to the Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

No meal until further notice – taking 
precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 

 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/

