
March 23, 2022  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
    
  There is a movie entitled, “Seven Days in Eutopia.”  

It is a golfing movie.  There is a neat prayer before a 

meal.  It was the grace given before a dinner by 

Robert Duvall.  I just wanted to share this prayer 

with you this week. The prayer is as follows: 
 
“For Food in a world where many walk-in hunger, 

For faith in a world where many walk-in fear, 

For friends in a world where many walk alone, 

We give you thanks Oh Lord, Amen.” 
 
   Think about the words of this prayer and have a 

great week. 
 
See you Sunday, 

Bro Randy 

 

 

 

LIVING HOPE”   The Sanctuary Choir invites you 

to their presentation of “Living Hope,” an Easter 

cantata developed by Dennis and Nan Allen, 

Sunday, April 10 (Palm Sunday) at 10:55 AM.  The 

cantata features arrangements of popular praise and 

worship songs and a powerful video presentation.  It 

is about 35 minutes in length.  There will BE NO 

REFUGE SERVICE ON THIS DAY. 

 

GIDEON SPEAKER 

On Sunday March 27, 2021, during the Sunday 

School hour guest speaker Phil Purvis from Gideon’s 

International will speak in the Fellowship Hall.  All 

classes are welcome to attend. 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

   LIFE 
 
   Isn’t this really what we all hunger for?  And 

our intense hunger for life can have both 

superficial and profound implications.  Isn’t life 

a bit more than our efforts to feel good or be 

consumed by what we own?  Some said “a cow 

is content with the grass in the field and warmth 

of its stall.  That is life for the cow!”  But we 

mortals seemed to be tortured by a discontent 

that makes us seek life beyond the order of this 

established world. 

   In our hunger for “life” we develop science, 

literature, and art.  We build civilizations and 

marvel at our “own” inventions and 

technology.  Unfortunately, this same hunger 

for life has spawned revolutions and war. 

   So, what is life?  How do we obtain it?  The 

Bible has the answer.  Jesus said “I am the way, 

the truth, and THE LIFE.  No one comes to the 

Father except through me!”  This is quite a 

claim by Jesus.  But a claim I have found to be 

absolutely true!  How do I know this?  Because 

I experience life through the saving and 

sustaining grace of Jesus and have found this 

life to be full of meaning and purpose!  Any 

Christ follower can lay claim to this 

testimony!  And we are commissioned by God 

to share the good news of Jesus with others.  I 

hope you are doing that and through it are 

experiencing life-true and eternal! 
 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

March 23, 2022 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 
Wednesday Night Meal 

March 23, 2022:  Hamburger/Bun, 

Lettuce/Tomato/Pickle, French Fries, Dessert:  Ice 

Cream 

March 30, 2022:  Spring Break 
 
Please contact the church office at 931-728-4624 to 

make reservations, please make your reservations 

by Monday at noon if you plan to attend!  Please 

plan to join us for some good food and fellowship! 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

Funeral services for Mrs. Sharon June Brown, 

age 81 of Normandy, were conducted at 2:00PM on 

Sunday, March 20, 2022, at Manchester Funeral 

Home.  Burial followed in Manchester City 

Cemetery.  Mrs. Brown passed from this life on 

Thursday, March 17, 2022, at McArthur Manor in 

Manchester, TN. 

 

 
 

Children’s Ministry 

The Children’s Ministry is needing individuals  to pick 

up children on Sunday and Wednesday night.  If you 

would be willing to give a child a ride to church, 

please contact Jessica Jernigan. 

 

  EASTER LILLIES – If you would like to 

place a lily at the altar for Easter in memory or in 

honor of someone the deadline is March 27, 2022.  

Envelopes are in the pews, or you can contact Tammy 

in the church office.  Lillie’s are $9.00 each and may 

be paid for when the order is placed. 

 

In our service for Christ, we need to 
believe that what God asks us to do can 
be done and will be done by God’s 
grace. 

 “And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

   Life lessons are hard.  They are often borne out of 

disappointment, hurt and rejection.  As parents, 

helping our children navigate those hard waters is 

challenging.  Finding the right balance between 

protection and allowing your child to spread their 

wings and fly out on their own is not easy.  We hope 

to provide a safe place here at Kingdom Kids where 

our children can learn about God’s grace, forgiveness, 

and love.  We also want to support our parents 

because raising children is hard stuff! And that is 

putting it mildly.   

   This month our verse is out of Ecclesiastes: “Two 

people are better than one. They can help each other 

in everything they do.” As an adult, oh how I know 

this to be true.  However, in a society that says: 

“every man for himself” and “do what makes YOU 

feel good”; our children are learning lessons and 

being taught in Kingdom Kids that what the world 

says simply isn’t true.  We are learning that what 

GOD says is TRUTH.   

   I know I brag a lot, but it is definitely warranted.  

Every week our volunteers clean, cook, hug, love, 

teach, and give 150% of themselves to our children.  

We have several new children join us and we have 

the same volunteers that we had for a smaller number 

of children.  A special THANK you goes out to Mrs. 

Lois this week who always organizes our food and 

helps clean in addition to helping in Kingdom Kids 

upstairs on Wednesdays!  Also, Mike Giffin drives 

the van for us on Sundays.  This past Sunday he gave 

two sermons and still drove and picked up children! 

In addition, Mrs. Julie could simply help and support 

on Sunday, but she is teaching, cooking, brining 

snacks and just generally a ROCK STAR!  If you 

think of it, make sure to pray for our volunteers as 

they are the BEST of the BEST, and we couldn’t do 

this without them!  
  
Can’t wait to see you in Church this week!   

In Christ,  

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com  
 
 
 
                
 

 

ATTENDANCE AND FINANCE REPORT 
WILL APPEAR IN NEXT WEEKS NEWSLETTER 

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of March 20                Mike Anderson 
Week of March 27                     Jack Smoyak 
 
Altar Guild 
March        Kay Smoyak 
April        Ben & Ann Spaulding 
 
Counters 
March        Mike Anderson & Claus Thormaehlen 
April                    Jay Trussler & Frank Langham 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
March     Lois Thormaehlen 
April     Patc Lillard 
 
Door Greeters 
March 27                        Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
                                 Betty & Jerry Watkins 
April 3                             Ann & Wade Stevenson 
                                 Kimla & Roger Weeks 
 
Coffee Time 
March 27     Leeann Leverson 
April 3     Julie Giffin 
 
Communion  
April 
Preparer     Billie Danford 
Servers’ 1st Service                  Reesa Brown & Ami Shedd 
Servers’ 2nd Service                              Julie & Mike Giffin      

          
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

DO YOU KNOW?  This picture was brought to 

us by Mr. H.D. Crosslin it was made at the church 

sometime in the 1930’s.  He would like to find out 

who the people are in the photo.  He believes his 

mother Alice Swanger Crosslin is the girl in the 

first-row 3rd from left.  If you can identify anyone 

in the picture, please let Tammy in the church 

office know. 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Deborah Amacher 
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Mary & Don Rounds     
 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 
though they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would 
like your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll 

down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 

and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 

pray for you. This is available 24/7. Of course, the 

church staff is available during the day at 931-728-

4624 to talk with you when you have prayer request. 
 

 
  Mar 23–Mar 29, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 

Mar 23 Rachel Brown 
Mar 23 Craig Johnson 
Mar 23 Billie McEwen 
Mar 24 Jimmy White 
Mar 26 Dana Brooks 
Mar 27 Lee Stevenson 
Mar 27 Jonathan Shedd 
Mar 29 Judy McHann 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Hang Out Event 

    

   This week in Sunday School we started a new series 

called Shattered. It’s by the Illusionist Harris III. This 

week’s illusion made me cringe! This week, his message 

was on the illusion that we sometimes have about 

making choices based on our feelings. The problem with 

that is that feelings change over time. There is one thing 

in this world that is always the same though, which is the 

truth of Jesus Christ. We should base our decisions on 

what option best helps us shine His light in the dark 

work around us. 

   This week at Hangout we’re gearing up for Spring 

Break!! On Sunday we had a night of games and 

worship. We will not be meeting next Sunday night. 

Wednesday night we are continuing our Lent study. The 

purpose of this study is to prepare our hearts and minds 

for Easter. Last week we focused on silence and solitude. 

We were challenged to spend an hour one day in prayer 

and scripture. This week’s challenge is about repentance. 

We’ll be challenged to spend 30 minutes in prayer 

confessing and repenting. Next Wednesday we will 

travel to Spring Hill UMC to meet our friends that will 

be traveling with us to BigStuf. We will leave from the 

back parking lot at 1:30 and be back no later than 7:30. 

   If you know of a senior that will be graduating, please 

let me know by April 10. Plans for Senior Sunday have 

begun, and we don’t want to leave anyone out! We plan 

to celebrate our seniors on May 15 at each service as 

well as with a reception at coffee time that Sunday. 

   BigStuf is June 20-24, and anyone who will be 

attending middle school in the fall through seniors who 

have just graduated is welcome to attend. Let me know if 

you have a student that would like to go! Less than 90 

days left!!!!!!!!! 

Upcoming Events:  

 March 30- Meet with Spring Hill UMC (Meet at 

church at 1:30 and return by 7:30) 

 April 17- Sunrise Breakfast (I need you here by 

5:30AM!) 

 May 15- Senior Sunday  

 June 20-24- BigStuf 

 

Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
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