
March 18, 2020 
  

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Hello Church Family, 
As most of you know, at the direction and urging of 
our bishop, we did not have “in person” worship 
yesterday.  However, via Facebook live, the 
AMAZING and Awesome thing about this is that we 
had 596 views on Facebook live. We had 5 shares on 
Facebook.  This was due in large part because the 
Praise Team came in and shared their musical talents 
live stream at the 8:30 a.m. service and shared the 
same love and grace via a recorded service at 11:00 
a.m.  We will follow the same plan next Sunday, 
unless the ban is lifted.  Keep in touch with the church 
office, our church website, and stay tuned to local 
media concerning church activities. 
 

Save The Date 
Randa and Josh are getting married! 

October 10, 2020 
White House, Tennessee 

 
Randy Brown 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

"Thank you" 
 

We are very thankful to you, our church family, for 
continuing your gifts and tithes as we do our part to 
keep our families safe and healthy.  We thank you for 
mailing your contributions into the church and for 
bringing them by the office. Although we are not 
meeting face to face, our obligations and expenses 
continue.  
Please continue your faithful giving by mailing or 
bringing your contribution by the church office. If you 
prefer your contribution to remain confidential, 
please address to "Financial Secretary" and mark 
CONFIDENTIAL. Your envelope will be opened only 
by Kimla. 
Again, thank you for your continued faithfulness and 
good stewardship.  
 

Rev. Randy Brown         Kimla Weeks, Financial Secretary 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

Most of you know that I still play the keys for the Ultimate 
Oldies.  We did a show in South Pittsburg, TN this past 
Saturday evening.  It wasn’t sold out but there were about 
200 people there.  They really got “into” the 50’s and 60’s 
music!  There was a lot of dancing and singing along 
(which really makes our jobs as performers that much 
easier!)   
When we finished the program several of the band 
members came over to me and said “well just for about 2 
½ hours we all forgot about the COVID-19 virus and the 
fact that some of us may go to a house void of sufficient 
toilet paper!”  I thought the same thing.  But another 
thought came to mind (imagine me having TWO thoughts 
in the span of just a few minutes!), if a little bit of music 
can help people forget their fears, how is the church doing 
at the same job?   
Our own mission statement says it all – we are to “make 
disciples and disciple believers!”  And a big part of that is 
to speak life to people in times especially like these! This 
is SUCH an important moment for the church.  People are 
quite afraid.  And it is still our mission to let them know 
that we serve a God who, contrary to what the world may 
think, is BIGGER than any problem we have, including 
the COVID-19 virus.  
Now I’m not saying that we should take unnecessary 
risks, throwing caution to the wind.  Use common sense.  
Stay vigilant.  WASH YOUR HANDS and follow other 
directives from the CDC and our health professionals!  
For however long this threat is with us, let’s do our best 
not to exhibit a spirit of fear, but to be brave in the Lord 
and help other people to do the same.  
    
Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

March 18, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

 

Announcements 
The Sanctuary Choir will NOT rehearse this 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room.  
We will start back on March 25 (tentatively).  
 
The DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY and MEN’S 
CHORUS will NOT meet this coming Sunday, 
March 22. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 

 
Memorials 

A gift to the Music Fund in memory of Susan Wood 
was given by The Kurt Brown Family and Wayne & 
Donna Cox. 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

No meal until further notice – taking 
precautionary measures for Coronavirus! 

 
 

All activities and meetings 
for the weeks of March 16 

and 23 (except choir on 
March 25) have been 

cancelled. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jesus brought His followers to a mountain to explain to 
them what it means to live as part of God’s kingdom. 
During that message, He said something important 
about forgiveness. In Matthew 5:23-24 Jesus said, 
“Suppose you are offering your gift at the altar. And you 
remember that your brother or sister has something 
against you. Leave your gift in front of the altar. First 
go and make peace with them. Then come back and 
offer your gift.” We should seek to make things right 
with others before trying to worship God.  
 

 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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Bottom Line: Take the first step to forgive others. 
Forgiveness is important to God. If we are in a difficult 
situation with someone, we should seek to make it right 
with them. While there are some relationships that might 
never be fully restored, we can at least try to offer and 
show forgiveness to others in our life. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
 

Hang Out Events 
I am still in need of names of seniors, so that we can 
prepare for Senior Sunday on May 15. If you know of one, 
please send it my way.  
If you have a student who is going to middle school next 
year, and would like to go to BigStuf with us, I need to 
know as soon as possible. As of right now, I only have 4 
student spots left!!! 
Envelopes for our envelope fundraiser are located on the 
table across from the Welcome Center. We’ve done this 
before, but as a reminder, take an envelope and put that 
amount of money in it. Then you can give it to me, take it 
to the church office or put it in the offering plate. We will 
do this through the month of March. We’re doing some 
different things this year. Some of our high school 
students are attending a mission trip called Group’s 
Week of Hope where we will work with organizations in 
Nashville to sit with the elderly, run summer literacy 
camps for elementary school students, and maybe even 
do some construction. We are also looking at taking a 
charter bus to BigStuf to make the trip easier on our 
adults!!! 
We did not meet for Sunday School or for Hangout this 
week. Students can continue reading the book of Titus 
while we are all taking a break, and I will try to get some 
lessons posted online. One thing we need to remember 
through all of this is that our God is much bigger than a 
virus! Let’s use this time to pray for each other. Pray for 
our country and its leaders, for our state and local leaders 
and for our church. Don’t forget to pray for our Hangout 
friends too! 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com   
(931) 409 – 0657 
 

Youth Important Dates: 
March - envelope fundraiser (all month long) 
April 5 - no Hangout 
April 9 - Spring Break Day of Service 
April 12 - Sunrise Breakfast 
May 17 - Senior Sunday 
June 28 - July 3- Group Week of Hope in Nashville- 
(High School only)  
July 12-17 - BigStuf 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke               Jon McHann    
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock             Suzanne Smead               
Sarah Marshall           Allen Niles         Betsy & Hursel Shanks    
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser           Bob Truesdale  
Frank Theaderman                Judy Starr      Bernice Thornton 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

Money is a means to the greater end of 
glorifying God as we demonstrate practical 

Christianity in our lives. 
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 

do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                               March 15 
Sunday School                                        0 
8:25 Service            15 
10:55 Service                                                     0 
Facebook Live                      596 views 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                              Total of March 15 
Missions                                      100.00 
Music      50.00 
Required weekly                                                     9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                              6,575.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          108,141.00         
Offering needed to date                                     101,244.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                      6,897.00                                                 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

No “in person” worship Service until March 29. 
 

Please watch Facebook Live at 8:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. on Sunday! 

 
Good Samaritan 
March 23 – Marie Kimble, Kathy Bailey, Topsy Layne,  
Karla & Mike Childs 
March 30 – Kathy Bailey, Doris Hendrix, Susan Wakeman 

 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Last Sunday, as you know, we did not have “in 
person” worship at Manchester FUMC. We were 
live on Facebook and WSMR.  We had 596 views on 
Facebook and countless folks listening on the local 
radio station.  Please plan on worshipping with us 
via Facebook live at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
and/or the local radio station. Please share this 
with others and let them know so they can worship 
with us. 
There will be NO “IN PERSON” WORSHIP SERVICES, 
MEETINGS, or ACTIVITIES until MARCH 29.  The 
church office will keep its regular office hours 
during this time. 
How to connect and watch on Facebook live on 
Sunday: 

• Go to Facebook, search for “Manchester 
FUMC Stream”, scroll down until you see 
the video with Sunday’s date (03-22-2020) 

• Go to the Manchester FUMC Website 
(www.manchesterfirst.org), click on the 
Facebook live link on the home page, it will 
take you directly to the Stream page 

 
 
 

Ministries and Mission       
The Sallie O’Neal Fellowship would like you to partner 
with us in donating items to inmates at the County Jail:  
WHITE towels, wash clothes, toiletries (which must be in 
transparent bottles), smaller sized sports bras, socks, and 
panties, also WHITE.  There will be a box at the Welcome 
Center for you to deposit your donations through the 
month of March.  Thank you for joining with our group in 
supporting this ministry. 
 
The UMW will have a Day Apart in Lynchburg on March 
21. One of the things we do is collect Hygiene Kits for 
UMCOR for disaster aid. They are using so many for the 
recent tornado in Nashville that they have requested extra 
help at this time. This would be a good time for the entire 
church to show their support for the victims of this 
massive tornado.  There will be a box at the welcome 
center for your bags if you would like to help.  Please have 
them there by March 20 as we will leave at 8:15 Saturday 
morning for the program.  Lists of things to include and  
assembly instructions are at the Welcome Center. 
 
 
 

 
 

Patricia Anderson’s mother, Catherine Marshall, 
passed away on Saturday, March 14.  She had been 
in hospice care since Tuesday. She was 93 years old. 
Please keep Patricia and Mike Anderson and family 

in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

Jean Frantz’s father passed away Saturday 
afternoon, March 14.  Please pray for Jean, Eric, and 

their family. 
 

May our church family lift up in prayer the 
Longstreth family. Jo Lynn passed away late today 

[Sunday] after a hard-fought battle with 
cancer.  May we all be comforted that she is in the 
arms of Jesus with no more pain or suffering.  RIP 

dear Jo Lynn... till we all meet again.  No 
arrangements have been made at this time but will 

post them when known. 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
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