
March 11, 2020 
  

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

God is on the move!!!!!!  God is on the move, God is on 
the move today!!!!! 
God is on the move, he is everywhere today. 
Isn't it odd while we want and long for rest, God is 
sometimes calling us to a deeper walk and experience  in 
the faith.  
While I know some of you reading this, some of the 
members of the media, and some members of our 
denomination with quiet liberal leanings may have 
different opinions from me, I know that God is up to 
something.  
My opinion is that God is preparing his church and his 
people for a greater harvest than ever before.  I think 
what will happen in the next couple of years is that we will 
see a pruning process take place in the life of mainline 
protestant denominations starting with the UMC. It will 
no longer look like what we have been and done in the 
past - I think it will be leaner and stronger than ever 
before.   
Being cut of and or being pruned back both are painful 
when it is happening to you.  Sometimes they feel the 
same, sometimes it is very painful to have to go through 
the pruning process.  Just remember that the pruning 
process is not the end, the end will be a beautiful harvest 
for the kingdom of God.   
 
Randy Brown 
 

 

Money is a means to the greater end of 
glorifying God as we demonstrate practical 

Christianity in our lives. 
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 

do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

I have often said that I believed my Dad thought he was Will 
Rogers “reincarnated!”  Dad had all kinds of sayings.  His 
favorite one was “if you have to kill time, work it to death!’  
He really believed this too!  Nobody worked harder than my 
dad. 
But another saying he was proud of was this: “Live every 
single day as if it were your last, and SOME day you’ll be 
right!”  Quite frankly, when I was young, I thought this 
sentiment was really morbid.  But now that I’m older I 
realize there is a much deeper meaning in what my dad 
said.  And it seems to come to light each year during Lent.  
In fact, it begins with Ash Wednesday when we receive the 
disposition of ashes and hear these words “Remember you 
are dust and to dust you shall return.  Repent and believe 
the Gospel.”  And there it is.  Lent reminds us that life is 
short and we really don’t have time to waste it.  I think 
that’s why Jesus said He came to bring us life MORE 
ABUNDANT.  Every single day is a gift from our Creator, so 
let’s decide to make the very best of each day we have.   
Now that I think about it, my dad looked a little bit like Will 
Rogers! 
Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

March 11, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

 

Announcements 
The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse this 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 

 

 
Susan Wood passed away on Saturday February 29 just 
after 6 p.m.  Arrangements were not made at the time 
this newsletter was printed.  Please pray for Susan’s 
family. 
 
Visitation for Jonell Riddle, mother of Bud Riddle, was 
March 8 from noon until 3 p.m. at Manchester Funeral 
Home.  The service was at 3 p.m. Please continue to 
remember the Riddle family in your prayers. 
 

Memorials 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Judy 
Worthington was given by Roger & Kimla Weeks. 
A gift to the Pastor Discretionary Fund in memory of 
Donna McCluskey was given by Mike & Julie Giffin. 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Susan Wood & 
Jere Courtney was given by Pat & Joane Cassady. 
A gift to the Music Fund in memory of Susan Wood was 
given by Jim & Debra Thorington, Reverend Dana & 
Pam Brooks, Ed & Tina Niederhauser, and Dorothy 
Shelton.  
 

 
 
 

 
In week two, we find Jesus interacting with an unexpected 
person in Luke 19:1-10: Zacchaeus. He was a tax collector 
working for Rome. He earned a reputation for taking 
advantage of his fellow Jews. Zacchaeus was considered an 
outcast by many. He must have been shocked when Jesus 
asked to come over for a meal. But when Zacchaeus 
encountered Jesus, he changed. He went back to those 
people, asked forgiveness, and returned four times as much 
money as he took from them.  
Bottom Line: When you forgive others, it can change them. 
When God forgives us, it changes us from the inside out. The 
same can be true when you forgive others. You never know 
what can happen when you take the first step towards 
forgiveness. When you decide to reach out and offer 
forgiveness, it can change the way they see you, the 
situation, and the impact of their actions. 
Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
 

 

Memorials (cont.) 
A gift to the Music fund in memory of Anna Johnson was 
given by Jim & Debra Thorington. 
A gift to the Music fund in memory of Judy Worthington was 
given by Ed & Tina Niederhauser. 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
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Hang Out Events 
I am still in need of names of seniors, so that we can prepare for 
Senior Sunday on May 15. If you know of one, please send it my 
way.  
If you have a student who is going to middle school next year, and 
would like to go to BigStuf with us, I need to know as soon as 
possible. As of right now, I only have 5 student spots left!!! 
Envelopes for our envelope fundraiser are located on the table 
across from the Welcome Center. We’ve done this before, but as a 
reminder, take an envelope and put that amount of money in it. 
Then you can give it to me, take it to the church office or put it in 
the offering plate. We will do this through the month of March. 
We’re doing some different things this year. Some of our high school 
students are attending a mission trip called Group’s Week of Hope 
where we will work with organizations in Nashville to sit with the 
elderly, run summer literacy camps for elementary school students, 
and maybe even do some construction. We are also looking at taking 
a charter bus to BigStuf to make the trip easier on our adults!!! 
In our video for Sunday School this week, Jonathan Evans told us a 
story about when he was 11, and he was so excited to tell his Dad 
that he could dunk a basketball, because who can do that at 11. He 
tells his Dad, and his Dad isn’t nearly as excited as he thinks he 
should be, so they go to the gym, and he proceeds to dunk, and 
looks at his Dad all proud of himself. His Dad says, “Son, the goal is 
only at 6 ft. Call me when you can dunk on a regular 10 ft goal.” How 
often do we, as Christians, judge others based on the world’s 
standard of “good” is, and feel good about ourselves. We’ve 
lowered the standard. We should be judging ourselves by God’s 
standards, and not by the standards of the world. 
This week at Hangout we talked about being alive to God. We looked 
at Philippians 3:8 and talked about the “rubbish” or “loss” the 
passage mentions. In the original Greek, it actually means “manure”. 
In this passage Paul is saying that everything he has accomplished in 
his life is completely worthless. When we chose to follow Christ, we 
leave all our earthly accomplishments behind, and consider them 
worthless. Our challenge isn’t knowing what Christ did. We have all 
of that written down for us in the Bible. Our challenge is living out 
what Jesus lived.  
On Wednesday this week we began studying Titus by reading 1:1-4. 
Our challenge for the week is to set aside some time in prayer each 
day and ask God to open our eyes to areas in our life that need to 
change, so that we can better spread his Gospel to the world. We 
are to make a commitment this week to confess to at least one other 
person in the youth group behaviors that don’t match as God brings 
them to light through this study. As we see growth in our spiritual 
lives we are to ask other believers we trust to point out potential 
“blind spots” we might be missing, encourage others to be more 
intentional in watching how their behavior impacts those around 
them, and journal by writing down the behaviors we need to 
change.  
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com   
(931) 409 - 0657 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds      Matilda Locke               Jon McHann    
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Sarah Marshall           Allen Niles         Betsy & Hursel Shanks    
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser           Bob Truesdale  
Frank Theaderman                Judy Starr      Bernice Thornton 
Suzanne Smead              Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                               March 8 
Sunday School                                      65 
8:25 Service           55 
10:55 Service                                                  80 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                              Total of March 8 
Sunday School                                                              43.00  
Coffee Time      20.00 
Missions                                        70.00 
Youth                             470.00 
Memorials to General Fund      75.00 
Pastor Discretionary     25.00 
Music   200.00 
Tornado Victims   250.00 
Required weekly                                                    9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                             5,683.00  
Year-to-date offering                                         101,566.00         
Offering needed to date                                     92,040.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                     9,526.00                                                 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of March 15  Daniel Porter 
Week of March 22  Wade Stevenson 
Coffee Time 
March 15       Claus & Lois Thormaehlen 
March 22 & 29      Mike & Karla Childs                      
Altar Guild 
March       Kay Smoyak 
April       Beverly Smith & Ann Spaulding 
Counters  
March              Mike Anderson & James McKelvey 
April              Gary Nester & Jay Trussler 
Greeters 
March 15 & 22 8:25     Sarah & Tom Potuk 
 10:55   Betty & Jerry Watkins 
March 29 11:00   Nancy Daniel & Jean 

Heard 
Kitchen Monitor 
March      Sue Reid 
April      Lois Thormaehlen 
Sunday School Greeters 
March 15 & 22    Lois Thormaehlen 
March 29 & April 5   Trish Anderson 

Bakers/Visitors  
March 15     Melissa Cope (Baker) 
      Roger & Kimla Weeks (Visitors) 
March 22     Bea Ferrell 
Ushers 
8:25 Service     Butch Niederhauser 
10:55 Service      Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
April     Marie Kimble 
Good Samaritan 
March 16 – Ann & Ben Spaulding, Debra Thorington 
March 23 – Marie Kimble, Kathy Bailey, Topsy Layne,  
Karla & Mike Childs 
March 30 – Kathy Bailey, Doris Hendrix, Susan Wakeman 

 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

March 11, 2020: Homemade lasagna, Tossed 
Salad with Dressings, French Bread    Dessert: 
Apple Cobbler 
March 18, 2020: Pork BBQ on Bun, Tater Tots, 
Coleslaw    Dessert: Orange Dreamsicle Cake 
 

 
 

Worship Committee Meeting on Thursday, 
March 12 at 6 p.m. in the Parlor. 

 
 

Youth Important Dates: 
March-envelope fundraiser (all month long) 
March 13- deadline for items to go to Cookeville 
April 5- no Hangout 
April 9- Spring Break Day of Service 
April 12- Sunrise Breakfast 
May 17-Senior Sunday 
June 28-July 3- Group Week of Hope in 
Nashville- (High School only)  
July 12-17- BigStuf 
 

Ministries and Mission       
The Sallie O’Neal Fellowship would like you to partner 
with us in donating items to inmates at the County Jail:  
WHITE towels, wash clothes, toiletries (which must be in 
transparent bottles), smaller sized sports bras, socks, and 
panties, also WHITE.  There will be a box at the Welcome 
Center for you to deposit your donations through the 
month of March.  Thank you for joining with our group in 
supporting this ministry. 
 
The UMW will have a Day Apart in Lynchburg on March 
21. One of the things we do is collect Hygiene Kits for 
UMCOR for disaster aid. They are using so many for the 
recent tornado in Nashville that they have requested extra 
help at this time. This would be a good time for the entire 
church to show their support for the victims of this 
massive tornado.  There will be a box at the welcome 
center for your bags if you would like to help.  Please have 
them there by March 20 as we will leave at 8:15 Saturday 
morning for the program.  Lists of things to include and  
assembly instructions are at the Welcome Center. 
 
Our March Sallie O’Neal meeting is Monday, 
March 16 at the home of Joane Cassady, 7 p.m.  
If you are interested in learning about Isaiah 117 
House and what it’s all about, please join us! 
 

 
 
Boy Scout Troop 314, chartered by First Methodist, 
depends on earned funds and donations without church 
budget line support.  To help earn support for 2020, the 
scouts will have a spaghetti dinner Saturday, March 21 at 
Rutledge Fall Baptist Church from 6 to 7 p.m.  Tickets are 
$10 each and may be obtained from Wade Stevenson or 
at the door. 
P.S. Troop 314 is currently a very strong troop, leading the 
District.  You are invited to the Court of Honor on Tuesday 
March 17 at 6:30 p.m. to recognize and honor recent 
accomplishments.  The guest speaker is county mayor 
Cordell. 
 

mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com

