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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

The United Methodist Church, as a denomination, is at a 
crossroads.  This May, the General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church will have to again deal with and 
come to terms with the authority of scripture, our 
theological and biblical understanding of human sexuality 
as it relates to the ordination of homosexual persons as 
clergy in the denomination, and clergy preforming same 
sex unions.  
There is a lot of propaganda being printed about this and 
the national media is publishing information that is not all 
together accurate.  This is a very emotional and explosive 
issue.  This issue demands our daily prayerful attention.  
In the coming weeks, I will seek to share information with 
you as it becomes available and as the validity of it is 
proven.  There are several folks in our congregation that 
are familiar with the Wesley Covenant Association and 
other groups that are trying to gather information.  We 
will have a time for the congregation to meet and share 
our feelings, hopes, dreams, prayers, and questions.   All I 
can tell you now is that there seems to be a document 
called the "Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through 
Separation" that has a lot of support from most, if not all 
sides of the issue. 
Please stay tuned and we will seek to inform you as valid 
information becomes available. 
 
In the Cause of Causes, 
 
Randy Brown 
 

And then there are folk who prepare the elements for our 
communion services.  I recently had one person tell me that 
they came to the church on the Saturday before 
Communion Sunday but couldn’t get in.  So, that person 
was here bright and early on Sunday morning to get things 
ready for our celebration of the Lord’s Supper! 
Truth is, we have more people than we realize who give 
themselves freely to the service of the Lord through 
volunteering for stuff in the church!  From working with our 
children on Wednesday nights to picking up the used 
bulletins in the sanctuary on Monday mornings, these are 
people who have servant’s hearts!  And if I attempted to 
name everybody, I would surely leave SOMEBODY out!  And 
know that your church staff appreciates what you do!  Not 
just because it means that we might not have to do it (smile) 
but because THIS IS HOW THE BODY OF CHRIST OPERATES!  
I’m sure I speak for our congregation and staff when I say 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO THE CHURCH!   
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Dana F
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Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 
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Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

 

 
We start the month with something Jesus said in John 
15:12-13, “Here is my command. Love one another, just as 
I have loved you. No one has greater love than the one who 
gives their life for their friends,” (NIrV). Jesus proved this to 
us when He put us first by giving His life for us. If we say that 
we follow Jesus, then we should show others how much we 
love them.  
 

Bottom Line: Love others because Jesus loves you. More 
than anything, we want kids to know that Jesus loves them. 
When kids understand how much Jesus loved them, they 
can see how important it is to share that love with others 
and point them to back to Jesus. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

 

Isaiah 117 House Fundraising Dinner 
 

The Isaiah 117 House will be built in Pelham and will provide 
a place for children to go when they are removed from their 
home by DCS.  It will serve Coffee, Franklin, and Grundy 
Counties.  The dinner will be held at Church of Christ on 
Cedar Lane in Tullahoma, TN. The dinner will be at 6:00 p.m.  
The dinner is free to attend.  You will have the opportunity 
to make a donation or fill out a pledge card at the dinner.  If 
you would like to be a table host or attend the dinner, please 
contact Laurel Stone at 931-797-9796 or Susan Johnson at 
931-808-7564 or susan@isaiah117house.com.  Susan was 
the Guest Speaker at our last Wesley Wanderers meeting. 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

Everyone in the church has at least SOME idea of the roles 
that each of us on staff play in the worship and polity of 
Manchester First.  But there are MANY more lay 
volunteers who get things done here!   
I was in the sanctuary one weekday morning (doing 
something “religious” I’m sure!) when I saw the person 
who takes care of our altar flowers.  She was standing in 
front of an arrangement studying it to make sure 
everything was just right about those flowers, so that we 
can enjoy them on Sunday. 
 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
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Hang Out Events 
We had an awesome time at Winter Jam this past Friday 
night! It was a great time of worship! 
 

We also had a great Super Bowl Party Sunday night! 
 

In Sunday School this week, we continued our lesson on Grace 
and Freedom. We imagined a life without rules, regulations, 
and people to obey, and we decided that while it might be fun 
for a while, it would not be fun all the time. It would be scary 
and dangerous. God offers us an alternative. It has some rules 
and regulations, but where the other life with no rules leads 
to death, this life with God leads to eternal life. We read from 
Romans 6. I really liked what The Message versions of our last 
few verses said, “Work hard for sin your whole life and your 
pension is death. But God’s gift is real life, eternal life, 
delivered by Jesus, our Master.” We have 2 weeks left in our 
Amazing Grace Series by Francis Chan. We decided today that 
when that is over, we’ll start a study called Different with 
videos by former NFL player Jonathan Evans, who didn’t know 
that to do when his career, the thing he used to identify 
himself, football, was over. 
 

On Wednesday this week, we continued our study of the book 
of Jonah, reading 3:1-5 and talking about begrudging 
obedience. Can you believe teenagers know exactly what that 
means?!? Lol! No one ever tells us that obedience is easy. We 
can all look in the Bible and see how hard it was for Jesus. If 
we can learn anything from his example, it’s that obedience 
in this life can be difficult and maybe even painful. We can 
sometimes be distracted, but God draws us back to Himself 
whatever the cost. True obedience begins with God’s love as 
he transforms our hearts and gives us a hope that is greater 
than anything this world can possibly offer! 
 

Important Dates: 
April 12- Sunrise Breakfast 
May 17-Senior Sunday 
Group Week of Hope in Nashville- (High School only) June 
28-July 3 
BigStuf- July 12-17 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com   

(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Sarah Marshall                      Allen Niles        Karrah Winstead 
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Ben & Jenny Reyes         Tom Zimmerman            Paul Raser 
Jere Courtney   Frank Theaderman     Judy Worthington 
Jon McHann Lois Thormaehlen’s Parents 
Vivian Henley        Karla Childs            Max & Tate Brooks 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

If we are going to serve the Lord, we should do so 
wholeheartedly, and see what God will do in 

response. 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 

might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of February 9  Jonathan Shedd 
Week of February 16 Jay Trussler 
Coffee Time 
February 9 & 16      Roy & Doris Hendrix 
Feb. 23 & March 1      Jim & Debra Thorington                        
Altar Guild 
February       Lois Thormaehlen 
March       Kay Smoyak 
Counters  
February               Mike Giffin & Richard Dix 
March              Mike Anderson 
Greeters 
February 9 8:25    Tina & Butch Niederhauser 
 10:55  Patricia & Mike Anderson 
February 16 & 23 8:25    Deborah Blanton & Teri 

Christian 
 10:55   Nicole, Addison, & 

Chandler Carter 
Kitchen Monitor 
February      Mary Rounds 
March      Sue Reid 
Sunday School Greeters 
February 9   Kay Smoyak 
February 16 & 23   Anita Turner 

Bakers/Visitors  
February 9     Topsy Layne (Baker) 
      Anita Turner (Visitor) 
February 16     Lois Thormaehlen 
Ushers 
8:25 Service     Rich Wakeman 
10:55 Service      Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
March     Allison Beachboard 
April     Marie Kimble 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse this 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

February 5 – Meatloaf, Oven Roasted 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, Tossed Salad 
with Dressings          Dessert: Peach Cobbler 
February 12 – Roast Beef & Gravy, Mashed 
Potatoes, Honey Glazed Baby Carrots, Rolls, 
Tossed Salad with Dressings      Dessert: 
Chocolate Chip Bar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mary Frances Brantley will be at McArthur 
Manor.  If you would like to mail her a letter or a 
card, please send them to (NOTE CHANGE): 
Mary F. Brantley 
McArthur Manor 
119 Bryan Avenue 
Manchester, TN 37355 
 

Memorials & Honorarium 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Donna 
McCluskey was given by Mike & Karla Childs AND 
Roger & Kimla Weeks. 
A gift to the Pastor Discretionary in honor of 
Randy Brown (for his birthday) was given by Jack 
& Kay Smoyak. 
 

 
***Boy Scout Sunday is 
February 9, 2020 (This 

Sunday)!*** 
 
 
 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                  February 2 
Sunday School                                     68 
8:25 Service           52 
10:55 Service                                                  75 
Facebook Live       30 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                       Total of February 2 
Sunday School                                                              65.00  
Coffee Time      16.00 
Missions                                   1,755.00 
Non-Cash Gifts      32.00 
Youth   980.00 
Pastor Discretionary      25.00 
Communion Rail      26.00 
Memorials to General Fund      75.00 
Required weekly                                                    9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                            11,890.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          56,889.00         
Offering needed to date                                     46,020.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                   10,869.00                                                 
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