
February 24, 2021  Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk  

    MAKE IT A HABIT 
    If you want to live life to its absolute fullest, I have a 

challenge for you. Maybe this is a Lenten Challenge.  I 

want to warn you it will not be easy, it will not be boring, 

and it will come with some rewards and pleasant 

surprises.  Are you ready for it?  Hold On.  It will take 

you some time to fully understand what to do, but you can 

learn as you go.  Are You ready?  Here it is.   

   Discover what pleases God, and then make those things 

the habits and passions of your life.  Does that sound odd? 

Does that sound opposite of what the world tells you to 

do?  Does that go directly opposite of how even most 

Christians live their life.  We claim to be Christ followers 

and yet treat him like a good luck charm and constantly 

talk about what he has done, will do, or needs to do "FOR 

US".   That is one side of the coin , the other side of the 

coin is what we can, will, and should be doing for Christ 

and his kingdom.  It is what we call our Christian 

Commitment or Kingdom living.   

   Did you get the challenge?  Discover what pleases God 

and make those things the habit and pattern of our daily 

lives.  Matthew 6 and Luke 16 both tell us that Jesus said 

that "No one can serve two masters." So, we must decide 

who it is that we are going to serve and please.  

Consider these things as you decide to accept the 

challenge or not:   

* For you are not a God who is pleased with wickedness, 

with you wicked people are not    welcome Psalm 5:4. 

* The Lord delights in those who respect him, who put 

their hope in his unfailing love. Psalm 147:11 

*  Those who live in the realm of the flesh cannot please 

God.  Romans 8:8 

*  Without faith it is impossible to please God, because 

anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 

that he rewards those who earnestly seek after 

him.  Hebrews 11:6   

* Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for 

with such sacrifices God is pleased.  Hebrews 13:16  

   There are many other things that please God, we are told 

that he inhabits the praises of his people.  God is pleased 

when we exhibit love, joy, peace, forgiveness, restoration, 

kindness, gentleness, and self-control in our lives.   

….Continued on Back Page 

 

  

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

    

   You think you have a hard time rolling out of 

bed sometimes? John Wesley traveled 250,000 

miles on horseback, averaging twenty miles a 

day for forty years; preached 4,000 sermons; 

produced 400 books; knew ten languages. At 

eighty-three he was annoyed that he could not 

write more than fifteen hours a day without 

hurting his eyes, and at eighty-six he was 

ashamed he could not preach more than twice a 

day. He complained in his diary that there was 

an increasing tendency to lie in bed until 5:30 

in the morning!  

   Wesley’s diligent commitment to spiritual 

disciplines resulted in what we know as the 

“Methodist” movement, beginning in England, 

spreading to America and then the world. What 

a blessing to be recipients of such a heritage! 

 

Peace and Grace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

February 24, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

LOOKING BACK 

By Nancy Daniel 

 

On Jordon’s Stormy Banks was a play written by 

Carey Waldrip, a former member of our church.  The 

Manchester First United Methodist Bicentennial 

Committee presented this Bicentennial-Chicken-

Dinner Theater at the City Park under the direction of 

Albert Willis August 26, 1987, to celebrate 200 years 

of Methodism in America.  With the exception of,  

Isaac Conger, the first minister of our church, all the 

characters were fictional, and members of our church 

were the performers.   It was an outstanding 

performance and an unforgettable event in our church. 

 

 
 

…. Continued From the Pastor’s Desk 

As you read the scriptures pray for God to show you the 

things that please him and then make those things the habits 

of your life .  What a way to observe the season of 

Lent.  The challenge is for you and me  to find out what 

pleases God and make those things the habits that we live 

by. 

 

See You Sunday, 

 Randy Brown 

 

 
 

If we are going to serve the Lord, we should do so 
wholeheartedly, and see what God will do in response. 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:10) 
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Memorials & Honorariums 
A gift was given to Good Samaritan in memory of 

Sue Reid by Mike & Trish Anderson. 

 

Gifts were given to the children’s ministry in memory 

of Sue Reid by The Richard Dix Family, Dig N. 

Dream Garden Club, The Fellowship Class, Bill & 

Kaye Tracy and Beverly Smith.  

 

Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of 

Sue Reid by Gladys Barclay, Faye Huffman & 

Family, Max & Judy Hester, Jennifer Reid & 

Shannon McCarrole, Mark & Kelly Meltzer & Topsy 

Layne, Fran Overall, Betsy Shanks, Marion Wright 

Hickerson, Cynthia Hickerson, Pat & Joane Cassady 

and Bud & Pam Riddle. 

 

A gift was given to the music fund in memory of 

Jesse & Martha Overall by Fran Overall. 

 

Gifts were  given to the general fund in memory of 

George Shanks by Mark & Kelly Meltzer & Topsy 

Layne and Gary & Melissa Knox. 

 

Gifts were given to the youth fund in memory of Sue 

Reid by The Sally O’Neal Anniversary Fellowship 

and Claus & Lois Thormaehlen. 

 

A gift was given to the family fund in memory of Sue 

Reid by Mike & Karla Childs. 

 KINGDOM KIDS 

    For week three, we head to Matthew 5:41. In the 

Sermon on the Mount Jesus taught, suppose someone 

forces you to go one mile. Go two miles with them, 

(NIrV). To us that might sound strange, but to those 

listening—not so much. Roman soldiers could force them 

to carry their pack for a full mile. Jesus reminds His 

followers to go above and beyond in how they respond to 

others.  

Bottom Line: Be kinder than you have to be.  

   Often kindness can feel like an obligation. Because of 

that, we tend to do the bear minimum when it comes to 

showing kindness. What if we helped kids look at it 

differently? What if helped them see that kindness can be 

extravagant and unexpected. It’s that sort of kindness that 

can change people’s hearts and show them how much God 

loves them.   

 
Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance: Feb 14                     Feb 21 
Sunday School 31  36 
8:25 Service 36  30 
10:55 Service 43  52 
Facebook Live 240                      157           
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                Total of        
                                        Feb 14 Feb 21 
Youth 60.00 10.00 
Good Samaritan 25.00 
Children’s Ministry   100.00 25.00 
Music 25.00 
Missions                        280.00                        205.00  
Memorial Gen Fund   195.00 620.00 
Family Fund 50.00 25.00 
Radio Bible Class  120.00 
Weekly Required   9,204.00 9,204.00 
Contributions          9,923.00 6,026.00 
YTD Offering         69,405.00 75,431.00 
YTD Required       64,428.00 73,632.00 
(+/-) Difference    +4,977.00 +1,799.00 

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 

 

Building Checker 
Week of February 21                                 Mike Anderson       
Week of February 28                                Marlin Hoover       
        
Altar Guild 
For the Month of February                 Lois Thormaehlen 
For the Month of March                      Kay Smoyak 
  
Counters 
For the Month of February                            Richard Dix 
                       Mike Giffin 
For the Month of March                           Mike Anderson 
                                                                    James McKelvey 
     
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

 

February 24 

Grilled Cheese Sandwich/Chips 

Homemade Vegetable Beef Soup 

Yellow Cake with Chocolate Frosting 

 

March 3 

Hamburger /Bun with Lettuce, Tomato, etc. 

French Fries 

Strawberry Cake 

 

 

 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Billie Danford   Bettye Roberson 
Mary & Don Rounds  Jeanette Taylor   
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Betsy Shanks 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

 
February 17 – March 2, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Feb 18 Mary Rounds 
Feb 20 Irene Sain 
Feb 20 Regina Bradford 
Feb 22 Tracy Ann Miller 
Feb 22 Michael Wakeman 
Feb 25 Ricky Bradford 
Feb 27 Barbara West Arp 
Feb 27 Brandon Nester 
Mar 1 Mindy Acklen 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 

 
 
 

Hang Out Event  
 

   May will be here before we know it, with that being 

said, if you know of a graduating senior, please let me 

know. We would love to have the opportunity to 

recognize them on Senior Sunday in May. 

   In Sunday School this week we finished up Tim 

Tebow’s Shaken. It challenged us to live a life of 

meaning like Jesus did by choosing to put others before 

ourselves; to be just, to show loving kindness and mercy, 

to walk humbly. It challenged us to think of what we 

want to be known for which is difficult for teenagers, but 

always a good place to start when thinking about how 

we want to live our lives. Next week we will start a new 

study called Reckless Love by Bob Goff where he talks 

about taking risks in order to show a reckless love like 

Christ did. 

   At Hangout Sunday night we did lesson 2 in our 

Among Us series. This lesson focuses on the 

“Imposters” that we all have in our lives that seem to 

make life more difficult for us and asks us what it would 

be like if we were kind to those people and even prayed 

for them. It’s a simple concept that Jesus taught, but 

putting it into actions proves to be more difficult. 

   At Hangout Wednesday night we will continue our 

study on spiritual gifts as we focus on healing and 

miracles. 

   I am working on some ways for our youth to serve our 

community this summer in addition to some fun 

activities. If you think of anything or have anything, we 

can do to help you, please let me know. 

 

Upcoming events: 

April 4- Sunrise Breakfast (tickets will be presold)  

June 14-18 BigStuf 

 

Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

WE ARE WORKING ON UPDATING OUR 
CHURCH DATABASE.  PLEASE CONTACT TAMMY 

IN THE CHURCH OFFICE TO MAKE SURE WE 
HAVE YOUR CORRECT INFORMATION. 

mailto:jackiemconnelly@aol.com
mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com

