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Important Issue before us:  

I would remind you to be in Prayer for the called session 

of General Conference of the United Methodist Church 

meeting in St. Louis later this week and into next week. 

There is a lot at stake for our denomination coming out of 

this conference.  

Be in prayer for the delegates as they travel from around 

the world. 

Be in prayer for the translators as the discussions will be 

translated into many different languages to accommodate 

delegates from around the world. 

Be in prayer for those who will preside over the 

conference, those giving speeches, discussion’s taking 

place, plans presented, and votes taken. 

Be in prayer for those who are in charge of security issues 

and for those who are charged with the audio/visual 

demands of such a gathering. 

Be in prayer for all of those who will be working behind 

the scenes to make sure that things run smoothly and 

properly.  

Be in prayer that the Holy Spirit of God would rule and 

reign during these days of conferencing.  

Be in prayer that the media will cover the conference fairly 

and accurately. 
 

We will keep you informed as best we can when we are 

made aware of decisions that come out of this General 

Conference.   
 

Another Issue: 

During the last few weeks, we have had an extraordinary 

number of locals and people passing through our 

community asking for help.  Some folks have come into 

the building and asked for handouts from church members 

and non-church members alike.  If you are approached by 

such persons, please find a staff member because we have 

procedures in place that helps to stream line and record 

when assistance is given so that we can help as many as 

possible and make sure there are not duplication of 

assistance given to one person and no funds available to 

help the next person.  We DO NOT give cash to persons 

requesting help. After the process is followed and the  

 

persons story is checked out, we will give designated 

monies to the restaurants, gas station, landlord, or utility 

company that provided the needed service.    

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 

Bro. Randy 

 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

Famous lay theologian G. K. Chesterton once said of hope 

“Hope means hoping when things are hopeless, or it is no 

virtue at all...As long as matters are really hopeful, hope is 

mere flattery or platitude; it is only when everything is 

hopeless that hope begins to be a strength.” 

A lot of United Methodists are nervous about the 

impending GENERAL CONFERENCE in St. Louis.  At 

the risk of sounding “preachy” let me reiterate what our 

pastor said this past Sunday morning:  It’s really too early 

to make sensible speculation about what may or may not 

happen at this General Conference.  WHATEVER 

happens, it is sure to have some effect on our 

denomination’s future.  But no matter what the outcome of 

the GC we need to have HOPE.  I just love this monologue 

that was written many years ago by Gloria Gaither: 

“There have been times of affluence and prosperity 

when the church's message has been nearly deluded 

into oblivion by those who sought to make it socially 

attractive, neatly organized, financially profitable, but 

God has always had a people. Yes it's been gold platted, 

draped in purple and encrusted with jewels. It has been 

misrepresented, ridiculed, lauded and scorned but God 

has always had a people. And these followers of Jesus 

Christ have been, according to the whim of the times, 

elevated sacred leaders and modern heretics. Yet 

through it all, their march is on that powerful army of 

the meek. God's chosen people who cannot be bought, 

blabbered, murdered or stilled. On through the ages 

they march, the church! God's church triumphant!”   

So, church, take heart and have hope!  God is STILL in 

control!  Do you believe it? 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Dana 
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This week, we discover one of Jesus’ most famous 

miracles recorded in John 6:1-13. Jesus saw the large 

crowd that had followed Him and decided to feed them. 

A boy offers his lunch: five loaves of bread and two fish. 

Jesus took the boy’s gift and used it to feed over 5,000 

people.  
 

Bottom Line: Use what you have to serve others. 

Sometimes kids might look at a situation and wonder if 

they have anything they can offer to help. We hope they 

remember that God can use whatever they have to do 

some amazing things. They just need to be willing to use 

it to serve others. 

 
Mrs. Jackie 
 
Jacqueline Connelly 
jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 

 
This week in Sunday School, we talked about “not now”. 

We hear that a lot and it’s not always very fun to hear. 

Sometimes God tells us “not now” too and it’s usually 

because He has something better in store for us if we can 

just be patient, but we’re not always good at that either! 
 

At Hangout on Sunday, we did another chapter in our No 

Fear book by Tony Perkins. We talked about Moriah 

Peters who auditioned for American Idol and was turned 

down, but she didn't get discouraged. Instead, that 

audition opened up a new world of possibilities for her. 
 

At Hangout on Wednesday, we will start talking about 

when we feel like we’re not getting an answer from God 

and what that means. 
 

I have the following dates in March available if you’d 

like to do Youth Supper: March 17, March 27, and March 

31.  
 

Don’t forget about Hangout’s Helping Hands. We’d love 

to help you! Just call the church office and we’ll get with 

you to work out a time!! 
 

Be Blessed! 
 

Ami Shedd 

 
MEMBER PRAYER CONCERNS  

God’s World & Our Nation 
Terra Bingham; Allen Stone; Michael Starr; Cameron 
Wainright; Ashley Thames; Kelsie Ross; and all in the 
military service & their families. 
 

McHann family             Jimmy Stephens         Faye & Ralph Jones  

Susan Wood            Dave Owen & family                   Matilda Locke 

Bernice Thornton            Clay Riddle                         Sharon Brown                   

Linda & Frank Langham   Jean Johanson           Donnette Moore      

Debbie Moffit                Jesse Overall                                  Bill Jones                      

Harold & Terry Brown     Bob & Nellie Leonard      Jason Conrad 

Wayne & Sandy (Patty McHann’s parents)          Bob Balkenende 

Margaret Reed            Mary & Don Rounds            KK Huddleston                         

Joe & Linda Ray                 Louetta Murphy                 Evans Baird 

Pam Brooks                        Bill Ringer                       

         

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 

though they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 
available at the Welcome Center counter. 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                       February 17 
Sunday School                                    76 
8:25 Service                                     62 
10:55 Service                                                     123 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                         Total of February 17 
Sunday School                                                                  43.00 
Memorials to Budget                             330.00 
Missions                                                                           235.00 
Youth                           695.00 
Flower Fund                          100.00 
Music Ministry                         3,000.00 
Required weekly                       9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                           8,063.00  
Year-to-date offering                              69,749.00 
Offering needed to date                            64,428.00 
(+/-) Difference                                           5,321.00                                       
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of February 24    Roger Weeks 
Week of March 3  Charles Roberts 
Coffee Time                  
February 24 & March 3 Roy & Doris Hendrix 
March 10 & 17  Mike & Karla Childs                      
Altar Guild 
February        Lois Thormaehlen 
March       Kay Smoyak 
Counters  
February               Mike Giffin & Richard Dix 
March               Mike Anderson & Brett Henley 

mailto:jackiemconnelly@aol.com


February 20, 2019  Midweek Visitor   

 
Greeters 
February 24 8:25   Deborah Blanton & Teri 

Christian 
 10:55 Nicole, Addison, & 

Chandler Carter 
March 3 & 10 8:25 JaNelle Burt & Ed Holland 
 10:55 Alison & Brian Stacy 
Kitchen Monitor 
February         Mary Rounds 
March    Sue Reid 
Sunday School Greeters 
February 24    Ann Stevenson 
March 3 & 10    Barbara Honeycutt 

Bakers/Visitors  
February 24     Pat Cassady (Baker) 
       Joane Cassady (Visitor) 
March 3     Jim & Debra Thorington 
Communion Preparation 
March     Marie Kimble 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
We are currently looking 
for someone to be over the 
Sunday School Greeter 
Ministry.  Prayerfully 
consider this and let 
Suzanne in the office (728-
4624) know if you would 
like to lead this Ministry.   
Thank you.  
 

 
Wednesday Night Dinner Menu 

February 20, 2019 – Fried Chicken, 
Macaroni & Cheese, Lima Beans, Tossed 

Salad with Dressing, Rolls 
Dessert:  Strawberry Cake 

 
 

 
Please pray for the delegates 
to the Special Called General 
Conference at the end of this 
month.  Thank you! 

 
 

Azmera Haven Retreat Scholarships 
 

Azmera Ministries holds 3 Haven Retreats each year for 
women serving God overseas, offering these women both 
spiritual and physical refreshment.  The retreat costs 
$510/woman, of which each attendee pays $150; that 
leaves $360 to be paid for by others. You have the 
opportunity to donate toward these Haven Scholarships at  

 
www.azmera.net. Since I will be volunteering at the 
Indonesia Retreat in April, I am encouraging our church 
members to support the women who will be attending with 
a tax – deductible gift.  Any amount will be appreciated.  If 
you want to donate through me, that also is possible.  
THANKS for your prayers and support. 
Karla Childs 

 
Project Transformation – We need a volunteer to 
lead Project Transformation this summer.  There is a 
Partner Church Meeting on Thursday, April 4 
at 6:30 p.m. at Blackman United Methodist 
Church to prepare for a summer of 
transformational ministry.  Learn about this 
summer’s details, hear about opportunities for your 
congregation to serve, and sign up for volunteer 
dates.  Let Suzanne know if you wish to lead this 
ministry and attend the meeting. 
Summer 2019 Reading Weeks 
June 4-6, June 10-13, June 17-20, June 24-27, July 1-
3, July 8-11, July 15-18, July 22-25 
Summer 2019 Family Fun Nights 
Thursday June 20 
Thursday July 18 
 

Memorials 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Bobby 
Layne was made by Nancy & Jack Daniel, The Dix 
Family, Doris Inez Hendrix, Mattie Lea Eaton, and 
Inez Smith, Maggie Smith & Sherrie Corbin. 
 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Robert S. 
Langham was made by The Dix Family, Mattie Lea 
Eaton, and Pat & Joane Cassady. 
 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Josephine 
Smoyak was made by Mattie Lea Eaton. 
 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Ruth 
Brown (Ellen Young’s Sister) was made by Pat & 
Joane Cassady. 
 

A gift to the Flower Fund in memory of Earl Eaton, 
Bobby Layne, and Robert S. Langham was made by 
Carolyn Norfleet. 
 
 

Jackie Connelly’s father’s 
brother, Jim Balkenende, died 
February 17, 2019.  Please pray 
and think about Jackie and her 
family during this time.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.azmera.net/


February 20, 2019  Midweek Visitor   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DISCIPLE 2 BIBLE STUDY- 
The Disciple 2 Bible Study class 
will NOT be meeting this coming 
Sunday, February 24. Please read 
this week’s lesson and prepare 
and we will combine this lesson 
with the MARCH 3rd study.  Our 

next meeting then will be SUNDAY MARCH 3 at 3:30 
p.m.  Please make note of this! 
 

The MEN’S CHORUS will meet for rehearsal 
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 

The SANCTUARY CHOIR has resumed rehearsals 
each Wednesday evening at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir 
Room (B19). 
 

The Casual Chess Club will meet at 5:30 p.m. in 
room 218 every 1st and 3rd Monday of the month. 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org!  
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, link to other 
important web sites and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

And don’t forget about our church APP which is 
available for your smart phone on Google Play Store 
or Apple App Store!  (Mobile MFUMC) 
 

Items to be put in the 
newsletter are due to the 
office no later than Monday 
at 3 p.m.; items to be put in 

the bulletin are due to the office no later than 
Thursday at noon.  Thank you!  
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Using our time in ministering to others for Christ’s 

sake is just as important as using our finances. 

 

“May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 

yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus” (Romans 15:5). 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/

