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 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

 

On March 29th during the Sunday School time we will 
have a meeting for those who wish to attend for the 
purpose of informing and educating our congregation in 
terms of what might be coming down the road as far as 
issues at General Conference.  General Conference is the 
legislative body that governs our denomination around 
the world. 
 

The issue of human sexuality has and is dividing us as a 
denomination.  Many other denominations have already 
fought through this issue.  It is now our turn as United 
Methodist Christians. 
 

In January the media reported that we have already split 
over this issue.  That reporting is not true.  Only general 
can determine that and it does not meet until May of this 
year.  It does appear that there is a great divide over this 
issue.  There appears to be three camps that have formed 
over this issue. The Traditionalist,  the Centrist, and the 
Progressives each have their strong feelings and 
arguments as to why and what they believe and endorse.  
 

During our meeting in late March we will seek to let you 
know in clear ways the plan and or plans that will be 
presented at General Conference and what the 
implications are for a local church such as Manchester 
FUMC should that plan be the one that passes General 
Conference. 
 

Please join me in prayer for our meeting on March 29th 
and especially for the General Conference as it meets in 
May. 
 
Prayerfully, 
 

Bro. Randy      
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

I recall several years ago one Sunday morning I was sitting 
in the choir loft with one of my vocal students (she and I 
and one other person had sung a trio number that day).  I’ll 
call her Faith, because that’s her name.  
We had sung our song and it was lovely.  I was thinking 
about the last hymn I picked out for that service and 
thought, “I need the hymn history for that song.”  So, I got 
my cell phone out and was looking it up as the preacher was 
preaching.  Faith looked over at me and said (with not a 
small bit of consternation!) “REALLY?  You’re TEXTING 
someone while the preacher is preaching?!”  I had a really 
hard time convincing her that it was otherwise! 
A pastor friend of mine always uses his cell phone to read 
his Scripture on Sundays.  He said recently that someone in 
his congregation called him out because “it’s NOT the 
Bible!”  Well actually, it IS the bible if you have the right 
app!  It begs the question, does the Word of God diminish 
or become of no effect if you read it from an electronic 
device?  I really don’t think so!  
Now don’t get me wrong.  There is NO SUBSTITUTE for the 
Bible. Period.  And I cringe to think that someone is 
offended by hearing the Scripture read from a cell 
phone.  To me that’s kind of silly.  And it is sad when 
someone pays more attention to the way the message is 
read than the message itself.  Is there not something sort of 
“wrong” with that picture?  
So let me confess.  I DO read the Scripture lessons from my 
phone pretty much every Sunday.  So, if you see me with 
my cell phone out during worship, that’s the reason 
why!  And that’s my story, and I’m sticking to it! 

  
Grace and Peace, 
Dana 
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Jesus brought His followers to a mountain to explain to 
them what it means to live as part of God’s kingdom. During 
that message, He said something surprising about love. In 
Matthew 5:43-47 Jesus said, You’ve heard that it was said, 
‘Love your neighbor. Hate your enemy.’ But here is what I 
tell you. Love your enemies. Pray for those who hurt you, 
(NIrV). Jesus wanted to be sure that love is bigger than we 
think, and everyone deserves love. Bottom Line: Love 
others because they matter to God. 

 

 

A service to celebrate the 
life of Judy Worthington will be held Saturday, 
February 22, 2020, in the sanctuary of Manchester 
First United Methodist Church at 2:00 p.m.  with 
visitation beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 Ministries and Mission 
 
Check the Bulletin Board behind the Welcome 
Center to see some more of the ministries you, 
through the Missions Committee and other church 
groups are supporting.  Here are a few where God is 
working at the moment: 
 
Mustard Seed Ranch has had plans approved and 
will be breaking ground for two new houses in the 
very near future.   
 
Blanca Nop, a volunteer chaplain at Coffee County 
Jail, spoke at the Sallie O’Neal Fellowship meeting 
Monday, February 17.  She made us aware of many 
needs.  Sallie O’Neal Fellowship would like you to 
partner with us in donating items to inmates at the 
County Jail:  WHITE towels, wash clothes, toiletries 
(which must be in transparent bottles), smaller 
sized sports bras, socks, and panties, also WHITE.  
There will be a box at the Welcome Center for you 
to deposit your donations through the month of 
March.  Thank you for joining with our group in 
supporting this ministry. 
 
Ladies at Blue Monarch sent a letter of thanks for 
our church’s support.  In part, “…Our life was a mess 
before we came here.  We now have hope for a 
better future.  Jesus is the main focus here, which is 
cool….We highly appreciate you.” 
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We tend to make judgement calls on who deserves to receive 
love. But that’s not the way God works. All people are created 
in God’s image, and regardless of how much we get along or 
not, we should work to be nice and show God’s love to them. 
We’ll help kids understand how they can do this for the 
people in their life. 

 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
 

 
Hang Out Events 

 

I’m still looking for Seniors who are graduating this year. If you 
know of one please let me know either by emailing me this 
week or calling the church office.  
 

In Sunday School this week we finished our series called 
Amazing Grace. We read Ephesians 2:8-10 and talked about 
the fact that God’s grace is a gift, and not something that we 
can earn on our own. We talked about how boring it would be 
if we were all the same, so we’re so glad that God made each 
of us unique. We read about Paul in 2 Crointhians 2:8-10 and 
how God’s power is made perfect in our weaknesses.  
 

At Hangout Sunday night, we had a night of worship and 
fellowship with each other. We will start our new study called 
Different next Sunday.  
 

On Wednesday this week we continued our study of the book 
of Jonah reading 3:6-10 and talking about Genuine 
Repentance. We’re all so easily distracted and can easily slip 
and allow other things to be our priority rather than God. God 
sometimes calls us to give up things that are important in our 
lives. He does this to remove the things that keep us from 
Him. Repenting is hard, but it makes us grow stronger. It leads 
to a greater fellowship with God and helps us to be better 
servants to Him. Our challenges this week are to pray that 
when we lack seriousness toward our sin that remains in us, 
God would show us those areas and help us to move toward 
purity and healing. Our confession this week is that we ask 
God to identify our sin and confess it to someone we trust and 
trust in God’s forgiveness. In our reflections this week we will 
evaluate our spiritual lives, and see what we are doing well 
and what we can improve on. We will share with our 
accountability partner periodically in order to seek help and 
encouragement. We will encourage others who we think are 
feeling crushed by their sins and offer them a simple word of 
hope. 
 

 
 

 
Member Prayer Concerns 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Sarah Marshall                      Allen Niles        Karrah Winstead 
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Tom Zimmerman                  Paul Raser  Jere Courtney 
Frank Theaderman             Jon McHann           Vivian Henley 
Betsy and Hursel Shanks    Karla Childs                  Judy Starr 
Max & Tate Brooks                Suzanne Smead 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
Dorothy Bon and her daughter Becky 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

If we are going to serve the Lord, we should do 
so wholeheartedly, and see what God will do in 

response. 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all 

your might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of February 16 Jay Trussler 
Week of February 23 Mike Anderson 
Coffee Time 
Feb. 23 & March 1      Jim & Debra Thorington                        
Altar Guild 
February       Lois Thormaehlen 
March       Kay Smoyak 
Counters  
February               Mike Giffin & Richard Dix 
March              Mike Anderson & James McKelvey 
Greeters 
February 23 8:25    Deborah Blanton & Teri 

Christian 
 10:55   Nicole, Addison, & 

Chandler Carter 
March 1 & 8 8:25     JaNelle Burt & Nancy 

Daniel 
 10:55   Allison & Brian Stacy 
Kitchen Monitor 
February      Mary Rounds 
March      Sue Reid 
Sunday School Greeters 
February 23   Anita Turner 
March 1 & 8   Beverly Smith 

Bakers/Visitors  
February 23     Pat Cassady (Baker) 
       Joane Cassady (Visitor) 
March 1     Jim & Debra Thorington 
Ushers 
8:25 Service     Rich Wakeman 
10:55 Service      Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
March     Allison Beachboard 
April     Marie Kimble 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse this 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 

The Day Group of the UMW will meet Feb 25 
at 10:00AM in the parlor, and will have their Day 
of Prayer and Self Denial Program.  The program 
will be "We Rise:  Meeting God's Call to 
Transform Communities".  This will include a 
glimpse at the work of eight missionaries around 
the world and at home that are supported in part, 
by the UMW's "Day of Prayer and Self 
Denial".  We will look at what Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 8, and some things we can do locally. 
 

Dorothy Bon is back in TN, but living in 
Murfreesboro now.  If you’d like to send a card, her 
address is: 211 Fortress Blvd, Apt 2043, 
Murfreesboro, TN, 37128.  Note she and her 
daughter Becky have been added to the prayer list. 
 
Wesley Wanderers will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall on Thursday, February 27, at 10:30.  If you 
remember cranking up the windows in your car, 
you’re eligible to attend.  Come join us.  Program will 
be announced in the Bulletin Sunday. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ash Wednesday Service will be held on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020, in the Sanctuary 
of Manchester FUMC at 6:00 p.m.  This signals 
the beginning of the Lenten season. 

 
 

Wednesday Night Menu 
 

 
 
February 19, 2020: Roast Beef & Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, Honey Glazed Baby Carrots, 
Rolls, Tossed Salad with Dressings        Dessert: 
Chocolate Chip Bar 
February 26, 2020: Beef Tacos, Shredded 
Lettuce, Tomatoes, Cheese, Black Beans, Fruit 
Salad        Dessert: Strawberry Cake 
 
 

 
 
 

Important Dates for Youth: 
April 12- Sunrise Breakfast 
May 17-Senior Sunday 
Group Week of Hope in Nashville- (High School only) 
June 28-July 3 
BigStuf- July 12-17 
 
Be blessed! 
Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Attendance and Finance Reports will be in 
next week’s newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendance and Finance Reports will be 
available next week. 
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