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As many of you know, there is a special called session 
of the General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church being held in St. Louis from Feb. 23-26. This 
is the highest governing body of our world-wide 
denomination, and General Conference sets the 
policy and standards for the entire United Methodist 
Church.   
 

As they meet in St. Louis, I am asking us to pray for 
this gathering. 
1. Pray for safe and easy travel for delegates who 
come from all over the world. 
2. Pray for a spirit of cooperation and charity to fall 
upon this gathering. 
3. Pray that any attempt of bullying, deception, and 
harm to anyone would not be successful. 
4. Pray for the delegates to conduct themselves in a 
Christ like manner. 
5. Pray that anyone who tries to bring chaos to the 
gathering would be stopped before harm can come to 
anyone. 
6. Pray for those who will preside over the 
proceedings of the General Conference. 
7. Pray for Unity to come as a result of these four days 
together.  
8. Pray for the truth to be spoken in love, and 
received in the same manner  
9. Pray for those who will be working behind the 
scenes, that all may run fairly, smoothly, and for the 
betterment and advancement of God's kingdom. 
 
 

Randy Brown 

 

 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

 

 
The Greek word agape (love) seems to have been 
virtually a Christian invention -- a new word for a 
new thing (apart from about twenty occurrences in 
the Greek version of the Old Testament, it is almost 
non-existent before the New Testament). Agape 
draws its meaning directly from the revelation of God 
in Christ. It is not a form of natural affection, 
however, intense, but a supernatural fruit of the 
Spirit (Gal. 5:22). It is a matter of will rather than 
feeling (for Christians must love even those they 
dislike -- Matt. 5:44-48). It is the basic element in 
Christ-likeness. 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 13 and note what these verses 
have to say about the primacy (vv. 1-3) and 
permanence (vv. 8-13) of love; note, too the profile of 
love (vv. 4-7) which they give. 
 

We will celebrate VALENTINE’S DAY later this week.  
But let’s not just think about love in terms of the 
observance (although, guys it is always a good idea to 
get your sweetie something for Valentine’s Day!) but 
let’s also concentrate on loving like God loves! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Dana 
 

 
 

Next, we look at something Peter wrote in 1 Peter 
4:10-11. He reminded people in the early church how 
God’s Holy Spirit gave each of them a spiritual gift. 
These gifts are not for our own benefit. Rather, they 
should be used to benefit everyone. When we use 
those gifts, we can point others to Jesus.  
Bottom Line: Look for ways to serve others. 
Kids are just becoming aware of the needs around 
them. As adults they trust, we can help them notice 
the people around them who may have a need they 
can meet. God gives gifts to everyone who follows 
Jesus they can use to give back and help others know 
Jesus. 
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I'd like to thank Ami Shedd and the youth for coming 
to Sunday School last Sunday and telling us about 
many of the service projects they do! 
 
Mrs. Jackie 
 
Jacqueline Connelly 
jackiemconnelly@aol.com 

 
 

 
In Sunday School this week, we talked about 
throwing out a prayer fleece like it talks about people 
doing in the Old Testament in order to discern God’s 
will. It’s hard sometimes for us to know what His will 
is, especially when we have our own will. 
 

At Hangout on Sunday, we started a series called No 
Fear based on the book by Tony Perkins. We learned 
about Lila Rose and how at the age of 18 she began 
taking on Planned Parenthood because she felt like 
that was what God was calling her to do. It is a similar 
story to the one told in Exodus 1, where Pharaoh tells 
the midwives to kill the male babies born to the 
Hebrew women. Those midwives took a stand and 
told Pharaoh that the labor of the Hebrew women 
was too quick, and they were not able to get there on 
time. 
 

Wednesday night we finished our lesson on playing 
chicken. It sounds funny, but you remember the 
game of chicken where 2 people run or drive straight 
for each other and the one who turns to miss the 
other person is the chicken. Sometimes God plays 
chicken with us. He gives us a dream or a desire and 
He wants to see if we will pray through or if we will 
turn away and stop praying just before our request is 
granted.  
 

Our youth live in a time when standing up for what is 
right can often be scary. Please pray for them as we 
go through these studies, that as God gives them 
dreams and desires for their future, that they would 
have the courage to do what He has called them to do, 
because after all, we’re all called to do something for 
God’s kingdom! 
 

Be Blessed! 
 

Ami Shedd 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMBER PRAYER CONCERNS  

God’s World & Our Nation 
Terra Bingham; Allen Stone; Michael Starr; Cameron 
Wainright; Ashley Thames; Kelsie Ross; and all in the 
military service & their families. 
 

McHann family             Jimmy Stephens         Faye & Ralph Jones  

Susan Wood            Dave Owen & family                   Matilda Locke 

Bernice Thornton            Clay Riddle                         Sharon Brown                   

Linda & Frank Langham   Jean Johanson           Donnette Moore      

Debbie Moffit                Jesse Overall                                  Bill Jones                      

Harold & Terry Brown     Bob & Nellie Leonard      Jason Conrad 

Wayne & Sandy (Patty McHann’s parents)          Bob Balkenende 

Margaret Reed            Mary & Don Rounds            KK Huddleston                         

Joe & Linda Ray                 Louetta Murphy                 Evans Baird 

Pam Brooks                        Bill Ringer                       

         

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even 

though they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 
available at the Welcome Center counter. 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                       February 10 
Sunday School                                   80 
8:25 Service                                     56 
10:55 Service                                                      89 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                         Total of February 10 
Sunday School                                                                  44.00 
Coffee Time                                18.00 
Memorials to Budget                             450.00 
Missions                                                                          900.00 
Youth                           237.00 
Pastor Discretionary                            25.00 
Required weekly                       9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                           9,805.00  
Year-to-date offering                              61,686.00 
Offering needed to date                             55,224.00 
(+/-) Difference                                          6,462.00                                       
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of February 17 Mike Anderson 
Week of February 24    Roger Weeks 
Coffee Time                  
February 17    Jim & Debra Thorington 
February 24 & March 3 Roy & Doris Hendrix                      
Altar Guild 
February        Lois Thormaehlen 
March       Kay Smoyak 
Counters  
February               Mike Giffin & Richard Dix 
March               Mike Anderson & Brett Henley 

mailto:jackiemconnelly@aol.com
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Greeters 
February 17 & 24 8:25   Deborah Blanton & Teri 

Christian 
 10:55 Nicole, Addison, & 

Chandler Carter 
March 3 & 10 8:25 JaNelle Burt & Ed Holland 
 10:55 Alison & Brian Stacy 
Kitchen Monitor 
February         Mary Rounds 
March    Sue Reid 
Sunday School Greeters 
February 17 & 24    Ann Stevenson 
March 3 & 10    Barbara Honeycutt 

Bakers/Visitors  
February 17     Lois Thormaehlen 
February 24     Pat Cassady (Baker) 
       Joane Cassady (Visitor) 
Communion Preparation 
March     Marie Kimble 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
We are currently looking 
for someone to be over the 
Sunday School Greeter 
Ministry.  Prayerfully 
consider this and let 
Suzanne in the office (728-
4624) know if you would 
like to lead this Ministry.   
Thank you.  
 

 
Wednesday Night Dinner Menu 

February 13, 2019 - Baked Ham, Sweet 
Potato Casserole, Green Beans, Rolls, Tossed 

Salad with dressing 
Dessert: Red Velvet Cake 

 
 

Please pray for the delegates 
to the Special Called General 
Conference at the end of this 
month.  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Memorials 

 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Bobby Layne 
was made by Mary Frances Brantley, Jim & Debra 
Thorington, Pam & Bud Riddle, and Roy & Doris 
Hendrix. 
 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Robert S. 
Langham was made by Roger & Kimla Weeks, Jim & 
Debra Thorington, Charles & Patty Roberts, and Pam & 
Bud Riddle. 
 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Ruth Brown was 
made by Roger & Kimla Weeks and Pam & Bud Riddle. 
 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Earl Eaton was 
made by Judy & Max Hester. 
 

A gift to the Pastor Discretionary Fund in memory of 
Robert S. Langham was made by Jack & Kay Smoyak. 
 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Trevor, the 
Roche’s grandson, was made by William & Judy Roche. 

 
Sallie O’Neal Anniversary Fellowship will 
meet Monday, February 18 at 7 p.m. at Marie 
Kimble’s Home.  Come and enjoy the 
fellowship!  If you need a ride, please call 
Debra at 728-4187. 
 

Scouting for Food 
 

February is the month Boy Scouts celebrate their 
anniversary.  As part of a nationwide service project, our 
Scout Troop 314 has teamed up to collect food next 
weekend, February 16 & 17. Scouts will be canvasing local 
neighborhoods by going door to door collecting non-
perishable and canned foods. 
We invite you to make your donation next Sunday, 
February 17, in our GOOD SAMARITAN boxes at our 
church entries. 
Our food donations will be taken to GOOD SAMARITAN 
for DISTRIBUTION to help families in the Manchester 
area. 
Please be GENEROUS with your DONATIONS. 
Additionally, our church will observe BOY SCOUT 
SUNDAY NEXT SUNDAY, February 17. 
 
 

Azmera Haven Retreat Scholarships 
 

Azmera Ministries holds 3 Haven Retreats each year for 
women serving God overseas, offering these women both 
spiritual and physical refreshment.  The retreat costs 
$510/woman, of which each attendee pays $150; that 
leaves $360 to be paid for by others. You have the 
opportunity to donate toward these Haven Scholarships at 
www.azmera.net. Since I will be volunteering at the 
Indonesia Retreat in April, I am encouraging our church 
members to support the women who will be attending with 
a tax – deductible gift.  Any amount will be appreciated.  If 
you want to donate through me, that also is possible.  
THANKS for your prayers and support. 
Karla Childs 

 

Using our time in ministering to others for Christ’s 

sake is just as important as using our finances. 

 

“May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 

yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus” (Romans 15:5). 

 

http://www.azmera.net/
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Project Transformation – We need a volunteer to 
lead Project Transformation this summer.  There is a 
Partner Church Meeting on Thursday, April 4 
at 6:30 p.m. at Blackman United Methodist 
Church to prepare for a summer of 
transformational ministry.  Learn about this 
summer’s details, hear about opportunities for your 
congregation to serve, and sign up for volunteer 
dates.  Let Suzanne know if you wish to lead this 
ministry and attend the meeting. 
Summer 2019 Reading Weeks 
June 4-6, June 10-13, June 17-20, June 24-27, July 1-
3, July 8-11, July 15-18, July 22-25 
Summer 2019 Family Fun Nights 
Thursday June 20 
Thursday July 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DISCIPLE 2 BIBLE STUDY- 
The next meeting of the Disciple 
2 Bible Study class is this coming 
Sunday, February 17 at 3:30 p.m. 
in room 219. 
 

The MEN’S CHORUS will meet 
for rehearsal Sunday at 5:00 p.m. 

in the Choir Room. 
 

The SANCTUARY CHOIR has resumed rehearsals 
each Wednesday evening at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir 
Room (B19). 
 

The South Central Tennessee Chapter of 
ALZHEIMER’S TENNESSEE is hosting a “Training 
for Faith Communities” on Tuesday, February 19, 
2019, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the First Christian 
Church of Tullahoma, located at 120 West Grundy 
Street.  A light lunch is being served.  The cost is only 
$20.00, and while the event is targeting those 
persons who serve as CLERGY in our county, anyone 
in a church leadership role or who wants to learn 
more about how to publically approach the subject of 
persons dealing with Alzheimer’s, is invited to 
attend.  If you are interested, please see Dana for the 
registration flyer. 
 

The Casual Chess Club will meet at 5:30 p.m. in 
room 218 every 1st and 3rd Monday of the month. 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org!  
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, link to other 
important web sites and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

And don’t forget about our church APP which is 
available for your smart phone on Google Play Store 
or Apple App Store!  (Mobile MFUMC) 
 

Items to be put in the 
newsletter are due to the 
office no later than Monday 
at 3 p.m.; items to be put in 

the bulletin are due to the office no later than 
Thursday at noon.  Thank you!  
 
 

Congratulations!!! - Kirkley Claire Thorington 
was born on January 31, 2019 at 4:16 p.m.  She was 
8 lbs. 2 oz. and was 20 ¼ inches long.  She joins 
her parents Garret & Mallory and big sister Emmy 
Jean.  Her proud grandparents are Jim & Debra 
Thorington.  The pink rose on the altar is honor of 
her birth! 
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