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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Many of you are aware that, as a denomination, the 
United Methodist Church is at a crossroads. We are at a 
critical juncture in the history of our denomination.  
We are facing a very divided issue. Perhaps you remember 
hearing in the news media that a split had occurred 
between the progressive movement and the traditionalist 
within the church.  That, while it is a possibility, has not 
happened yet.  
In the next several weeks, I am going to use this means to 
address the facts as they currently stand.  Nothing can 
officially happen until General Conference meets in May 
of this year.  I want to do my best to educate you and the 
entire congregation as to what the issues are, and inform 
you of possible decisions, and actions that annual 
conferences, and local congregations may be faced with 
after General Conference in May. 
The issue facing the General Conference in 2020 is very 
divisive.  For almost fifty years the issue of human 
sexuality and marriage has divided the United Methodist 
Church.  A special GC was called in 2019 to resolve the 
issue, but it did just the opposite and has polarized the 
different factions within Methodism.  For a detailed 
report on the history of this issue in the UMC, you can 
follow this link. 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/connect
ional-table/documents/human-sexuality-and-united-
methodist-church-timeline.pdf 
It is unclear as to how the actions of General Conference 
may impact the denomination, or even our local 
church.  The decisions that this congregation will face are 
not yet known.  Therefore, we need to take our concerns, 
doubts, frustrations, and fears to the Lord in prayer.  We 
need to pray as a congregation, in groups, and 
individually, for Methodism, the delegates to GC, our 
church staff, and our congregation.  
We will have a town hall meeting during the Sunday 
School time on March 29th.  Hopefully by then, there will 
be a little clearer picture of what is going to happen at 
General Conference.  In the meantime, let us continue to 
be the hands and feet of God in this community, let the 
church be the church. 
Sincerely  
Randy 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

Has this ever happened to you?  You are in a worship 
service, singing a hymn, and suddenly the words of a 
particular verse of the hymn become so real – so relevant 
to you that feel closer to God?  Music is designed to do that 
you know!  It is a great gift from God, given to be used for 
His glory.   
A couple of weeks ago at the REFUGE service our praise 
team was leading a song called “Here I Am to Worship.”  We 
have sung this a bunch of times, but for some reason I was 
taken by these words “And I’ll never know how much it 
cost, to see my sin upon that cross.”  In that moment, I was 
reminded of how great a sinner I am, but how much 
GREATER the love and grace of Jesus is!  Perhaps the 
composer of this song (who is Tim Hughes BTW!) realized 
the same thing and wanted to emphasize that we really 
cannot fully comprehend the depth of God’s love for us.  
But that’s ok, because God has revealed enough of God’s 
self through Jesus that we can experience salvation and 
know the freedom of worshipping a God who has forgiven 
us!  What a truly wonderful gift!   
 

Grace and Peace, 
Dana F
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This week, we find Jesus at the home of His friends, Mary 
and Martha. In Luke 10:38-42, we find how these two 
sisters had different things in mind when it came to having 
Jesus in their home. Mary sat at Jesus’ feet while He talked. 
Martha was busy doing all the things that she felt needed 
to get done. She complained to Jesus, but He answered that 
what Mary was doing was better in this moment.  
 

Bottom Line: Love others with your time. We often think 
that the only way we can show love for others is by being 
busy doing stuff for them. But people don’t need us to be 
busy, they just need us to be there for them. The time we 
spend with others can speak volumes to show them how 
much we love them. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

 

Isaiah 117 House Fundraising Dinner 
 

The Isaiah 117 House will be built in Pelham and 
will provide a place for children to go when they 
are removed from their home by DCS.  It will serve 
Coffee, Franklin, and Grundy Counties.  The dinner 
will be held at Church of Christ on Cedar Lane in 
Tullahoma, TN. The dinner will be on February 15 
at 6:00 p.m.  The dinner is free to attend.  You will 
have the opportunity to make a donation or fill out 
a pledge card at the dinner.  If you would like to be 
a table host or attend the dinner, please contact 
Laurel Stone at 931-797-9796 or Susan Johnson at 
931-808-7564 or susan@isaiah117house.com.  
Susan was the Guest Speaker at our last Wesley 
Wanderers meeting. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/connectional-table/documents/human-sexuality-and-united-methodist-church-timeline.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/connectional-table/documents/human-sexuality-and-united-methodist-church-timeline.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/connectional-table/documents/human-sexuality-and-united-methodist-church-timeline.pdf
mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
mailto:susan@isaiah117house.com
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Hang Out Events 
I’m still looking for Seniors who are graduating this year. If you 
know of one, please let me know either by emailing me this week 
or calling the church office.  
 

In Sunday School this week, we started our last lesson in our 
series on Amazing Grace entitled Grace and Your Purpose. The 
video had several examples of students that are living out their 
faith in different ways. We talked about what it means to be 
excited about Jesus and what it would look like if we lived that 
out every day.  We have 1 week left in our Amazing Grace Series 
by Francis Chan; after that, we’ll start a study called Different 
with videos by former NFL player Jonathan Evans who didn’t 
know what to do when his career, the thing he used to identify 
himself, football, was over. 
 

At Hangout Sunday night, we talked about our favorite villains; 
what we like about them and what their weaknesses are. We 
watched our video on Friend of Foe. We read Colossians 3:12 and 
talked about compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience, and tried to picture ourselves “putting on” these 
qualities like we would our favorite comfy shirt and wearing it at 
home around our families. Forgiveness is hard and wonderful, 
but when it becomes a part of our lives at home, it rescues and 
restores relationships and brings us all back together.  
 

On Wednesday this week, we continued our study of the book of 
Jonah reading 3:6-10 and talking about Genuine Repentance. 
We’re all so easily distracted and can easily slip and allow other 
things to be our priority rather than God. God sometimes calls us 
to give up things that are important in our lives. He does this to 
remove the things that keep us from Him. Repenting is hard, but 
it makes us grow stronger. It leads to a greater fellowship with 
God and helps us to be better servants to Him. Our challenges 
this week are to pray that when we lack seriousness toward our 
sin that remains in us, God would show us those areas and help 
us to move toward purity and healing. Our confession this week 
is that we ask God to identify our sin and confess it to someone 
we trust and trust in God’s forgiveness. In our reflections this 
week, we will evaluate our spiritual lives, and see what we are 
doing well and what we can improve on. We will share with our 
accountability partner periodically in order to seek help and 
encouragement. We will encourage others who we think are 
feeling crushed by their sins and offer them a simple word of 
hope. 
 

Important Dates: 
April 12 - Sunrise Breakfast 
May 17 - Senior Sunday 
Group Week of Hope in Nashville- (High School only) June 28-
July 3 
BigStuf- July 12-17 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com   
(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Sarah Marshall                      Allen Niles        Karrah Winstead 
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Ben & Jenny Reyes         Tom Zimmerman            Paul Raser 
Jere Courtney   Frank Theaderman     Judy Worthington 
Jon McHann Betsy and Hursel Shanks 
Vivian Henley        Karla Childs            Max & Tate Brooks 
Matthew Leversen (Leeann Leversen’s brother) 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

If we are going to serve the Lord, we should do so 
wholeheartedly, and see what God will do in 

response. 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 

might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of February 16 Jay Trussler 
Week of February 23 Mike Anderson 
Coffee Time 
February 16       Roy & Doris Hendrix 
Feb. 23 & March 1      Jim & Debra Thorington                        
Altar Guild 
February       Lois Thormaehlen 
March       Kay Smoyak 
Counters  
February               Mike Giffin & Richard Dix 
March              Mike Anderson & James McKelvey 
Greeters 
February 16 & 23 8:25    Deborah Blanton & Teri 

Christian 
 10:55   Nicole, Addison, & 

Chandler Carter 
March 1 & 8 8:25     JaNelle Burt & Nancy 

Daniel 
 10:55   Allison & Brian Stacy 
Kitchen Monitor 
February      Mary Rounds 
March      Sue Reid 
Sunday School Greeters 
February 16 & 23   Anita Turner 
March 1 & 8   Beverly Smith 

Bakers/Visitors  
February 16     Lois Thormaehlen 
February 23     Pat Cassady (Baker) 
       Joane Cassady (Visitor) 
Ushers 
8:25 Service     Rich Wakeman 
10:55 Service      Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
March     Allison Beachboard 
April     Marie Kimble 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse this 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

February 12 – Roast Beef & Gravy, Mashed 
Potatoes, Honey Glazed Baby Carrots, Rolls, 
Tossed Salad with Dressings      Dessert: 
Chocolate Chip Bar 
February 19 – Fried Chicken, Corn on the 
Cob, Broccoli with Cheese, Rolls, Tossed Salad 
with Dressings       Dessert: Banana Pudding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mary Frances Brantley will be at McArthur 
Manor.  If you would like to mail her a letter or 
a card, please send them to (NOTE CHANGE): 
Mary F. Brantley 
McArthur Manor 
119 Bryan Avenue 
Manchester, TN 37355 
 

Memorials 
A gift to the General Fund in memory of Donna 
McCluskey was given by Claus & Lois 
Thormaehlen and Pat & Joane Cassady. 
 
 
Sallie O’Neal Anniversary Fellowship will 
meet at the home of Patty Roberts Monday, 
February 17 at 7 p.m. Blanca Ruiz, a volunteer 
chaplain for the Coffee County Jail, will be our 
guest speaker.  We would like to shower her with 
spiral notebooks and hygiene items (shampoo, 
body wash, & deodorant). These items should be 
in see through containers.  All are welcome! 

 
 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                  February 9 
Sunday School                                     70 
8:25 Service           79 
10:55 Service                                                105 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                       Total of February 9 
Sunday School                                                              41.00  
Coffee Time      17.00 
Missions                                     245.00 
Youth     10.00 
Radio Bible Class     60.00 
Memorials to General Fund     50.00 
Required weekly                                                    9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                             8.404.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          65,293.00         
Offering needed to date                                     55,224.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                   10,069.00                                                 
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