
December 9, 2020                                                                 Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk      
   

   Greetings and Merry Christmas church family and 

friends. I hope this newsletter finds you safe, well, 

and blessed during this Advent/Christmas Season. 

   I want to share something that happened yesterday 

in the Sunday School class that meets in the 

Fellowship Hall.  We are studying a book by Kerry 

and Chris Shook entitled "One Month To Live."   

   We were talking about leaving a legacy and living 

a life of substance and trying to do what God calls 

for each of us to do.  I think this is a critical issue as 

in a couple of weeks we will leave behind the year 

know as 2020.   

   I feel like we need to do some soul searching as to 

how you and I are going to approach 2021. I want to 

share what the Shook’s write about this.  This was a 

new revelation for me, and I hope it blesses you as 

you read it. 

   "This may be the greatest secret to leaving a legacy 

of substance: try to understand what the Lord wants 

you to do-and do it.  Obey God, because He gives 

you just enough time to do everything you need to 

do, both in your day and in your life.  Note that He 

doesn't give you enough time to do everything that 

others think you need to do.   To find out what God 

wants you to do, you have to spend time with Him 

and listen to Him, and then obey." 

   There are thousands of things that we can do in our 

life, but there are only a few things that God intends 

for us to accomplish. When I live out his plan for me, 

everything falls into place.  It seems as if He 

multiplies my time and I'm much more productive. 

Obedience always leads to God's blessing. 

    Begin now praying about what God would have 

you do in 2021. He will give you the time you need 

to do it and accomplish his will. We must focus on 

his will and his agenda. 

   

See you Sunday at the Father's House,  

Randy Brown  
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

    

    Honor. It’s defined as “high respect or great 

esteem.”  

   In Matthew 18-24 we’re given a little glimpse 

into the love story of Mary and Joseph. They 

were from the hill country of Galilee. Joseph 

was a religious man. Even though she was just 

a teenager, Mary shows strong evidence of 

having knowledge of scriptures. God was 

pleased with Mary and chose her to be the 

mother of Jesus, the Messiah. God did this 

miracle through the creative power of the Holy 

Spirit. Mary and Joseph weren’t married, and 

yet Mary became pregnant. 

    I’ve sometimes put myself in Joseph’s 

place—tried to imagine his thoughts, his 

aspirations about the girl to whom he was 

engaged. But Joseph decided to break the 

engagement privately.  

   Then I come to verses 24 & 25 – “When 

Joseph woke up (after being visited by an angel 

in a dream), he did what the angel of the Lord 

had commanded him and took Mary home as 

his wife. But he did not consummate their 

marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 

gave him the name Jesus. There it is. Honor. 

Joseph honored his wife and his God. And 

perhaps more importantly, Mary and Joseph 

both followed the call and plan of God, and 

through their obedience the way was prepared 

for Christ to come and bless us. 

    It is through faithful, obedient, and honorable 

“every day” folk that God does some of His 

very best work! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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The Missions Committee is requesting 

the help of our church family for support of the annual 

White Christmas food boxes. We plan to distribute 

120 boxes to families in need in our community.  

Financially you can help by contributing to this 

mission outreach project by donations throughout the 

month of December.  On your check, please write on 

memo line White Christmas food boxes.  We also need 

volunteers to help assemble these boxes at 2 pm on 

Friday, December 18 in the fellowship hall.  For drive 

by distribution, we will start at 8 am on Saturday, 

December 19.  Please wear a mask on both days, and 

we will practice social distancing.  We thank you in 

advance for your generosity in helping  families in 

need in our Manchester community!  

 

The Missions Committee  

 

 
HEALTH CHECK VOLUNTEERS 

We are in need of volunteers on Sunday mornings for 

both services to assist with the HEALTH CHECKS 

at the front door ramp and the basement door.  This 

would include taking temperatures and giving out 

masks and hand sanitizer for those you need these 

items. If you are able to volunteer, please email the 

church secretary at manchesterfumc@gmail.com or 

call the church office at 728-4624 with the dates and 

services you are available. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Due to the pandemic, we removed all the hymnals from the 
Sanctuary a few weeks ago and are no longer (temporarily) 
using bulletins.  But you can still follow an order of service 
on your smart phone or tablet!  Look for the QR code 
(printed on 8.5”X11” paper) on the table in the rear of the 
sanctuary, at the welcome center and at the ramp 
entry.  Open your smart phone’s camera app and point at 
the code.  You will see a small orange icon appear on your 
screen.  Click the icon you’ll be directed to the page on our 
church website which has the weekly order of service (it will 
say “Worship Order”).  You can open the worship order and 
follow it or even download to your device if you like!  You 
can also access it by simply going to our website, 
www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the “home” tab and 
scroll down to “Worship Order!” 

 

 

God gives us the talents, abilities, and gifts necessary 
for our tasks, and then God grants us the glorious 

privilege of serving in the kingdom. “For we are God’s 
fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9). 

mailto:manchesterfumc@gmail.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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Hang Out Event  
We may disagree with some. We might think that 

others aren’t growing in Christ as fast as we think 

they should. We might even be tempted to run from 

the whole idea of Christianity because we might 

think that all of that is what being a Christian is all 

about, but that’s the trap that the enemy would like 

for us to fall in. We are ALL flawed and make 

mistakes. We all have trouble doing the good things 

we want to do. We are slowly, sometimes painfully 

slowly, being transformed by God’s power. That 

doesn’t mean that it’s always going to be easy to 

break away from the ways of the world, but in the 

meantime, we can bless each other, help each other, 

forgive each other, and love each other. 
 

Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

KINGDOM KIDS 

   We kick off Christmas with one of them most 

hopeful passages in the Old Testament. In Isaiah 9:6, 

we read, A child will be born to us. A son will be 

given to us. He will rule over us. And he will be 

called Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God. He will 

also be called Father Who Lives Forever and Prince 

Who Brings Peace, (NIrV). As God’s people were 

about to head into exile, God delivered hope through 

a promise. Someday, this will all be over—a King 

would come who would make all things new. 

Christmas celebrates the hope that God sent Jesus to 

fulfill that promise and rescue creation once and for 

all.  

Bottom Line: We can have hope because God 

keeps His promises.  

   Throughout the Bible, we see time and again how 

God followed through on what He promised His 

people. Knowing that God has kept His promises in 

the past, gives us hope that God will continue keeping 

His promises in the future. In a world of uncertainty, 

we pray that kids discover the hope that through 

Jesus, God is making all things new. 

  

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

 

 
ATTENDENCE AND FINANCE REPORT 
WILL APPEAR IN NEXT WEEKS NEWSLETTER 

 

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 

 

Building Checker 
Week of December 13      Bill Tracey 
Week of December 20    Roger Weeks 
        
Altar Guild 
For the Month of December    Brenda Bryan  
     
For the Month of January       
     
Counters 
For the Month of December             Richard Dix 
    Billie McEwen 
For the Month of January 
 
      
Greeters 
Week of December 13                       Ann & Wade Stevenson 
    John & Shandra Richardson  
                                            
Week of Dec 20          Jonathan Shedd & Billie McEwen 
    Dowe & Holly Jones                         
 
Kitchen Monitors  
For the Month of December    Pam Brooks 
For the Month of January     
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC 

 

SALLIE O’NEAL FELLOWSHIP 

 

Sallie O’Neal Anniversary Fellowship will have 

our Christmas fellowship, Monday, December 

14th, 6 PM at the Mint Julep Bed and Breakfast 

and home of Trish Porter.  Please note the earlier 

time than our normal meetings. Bring your 

favorite finger food, 10 Christmas Cards and a 

joyful spirit! ALL safety protocol will be 

observed;  safe distancing, mask, if you prefer, 

hand sanitizer, & gloves for serving food:) If you 

have questions or any concerns please feel free to 

call Debra or Trish. We hope to see you there! 

 

 Deadlines  

 Items to be put in the newsletter are due to the 
office no later than Monday at Noon; items to 
be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Judy Starr 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Nellie Leonard      Billie Danford 
Mary & Don Rounds  Suzanne Smead   
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
Betsy & Hurshel Shanks   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 

 

 
 

December 9 – December 15, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Dec 9 Kathy Damewood 
Dec 9 Dimitri Xixis 

Dec 13 Allison Beachboard 
Dec 13 Elfi Harting 
Dec 13 Elaine McKelvey 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your  curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will scroll 

down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 

and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 

pray for you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, the 

church staff is  available during the day at 931-728-

4624 to talk with you when you have prayer request. 

 

Hang Out Event  
   There are only 15 Angels left on the Angel Tree as I 

am writing this on the afternoon of December 6. If you 

have Angels 1-55, those are due back to church by 

December 13. All the other gifts are due by December 

16. When you return your gifts, please make sure the 

Angel tag is on them somewhere. You can leave them in 

the office, but the Angel Tree or outside my office, and 

we will still shop for you if you would like for us to. 

Thank you so much for all your help. 

   The Teddy Bear tree will be up until after Christmas. 

For that we need donations of new or gently used stuffed 

animals. These will be donated to Manchester Police 

Department to give to children that need something to 

help them feel better. 

   We have 2 more Sunday meetings before we break for 

Christmas. Those are December 13 and December 20. If 

you would like to help feed the youth either of those 

times, please let me know. 

   In Sunday School this week, we finished the first 

lesson of our study on Tim Tebow’s book Shaken. I’m 

hoping that in the future we can get this down to 2 weeks 

instead of 3. This part of the lesson talked about how we 

are made in the image of God, and that when we think 

badly of ourselves, we are actually doubting God. This is 

not something that anyone in our class had ever thought 

of before. Have you? It really made you think about 

what you think and view about yourself. 

   At Hangout Sunday night, we did week 2 of our study 

called Believe. This week’s study focused on the part the 

shepherds played in the birth story of Jesus. When they 

saw the angel, and heard the angel choir sing, they had a 

choice. They could stay in the field or they could go and 

find the baby that the angels sang about. They were so 

excited that they went to go see the baby. They told 

everyone in the stable about what they saw and 

continued to tell everyone when they left baby Jesus and 

his parents. How often do we get so excited about our 

experience about Jesus, that we go around telling 

everyone we come into contact with? 

   At our last Wednesday night Hangout of the year, we 

did a lesson titled, “Why are Christians so hypocritical?” 

It taught us that the worst thing about Christianity can 

sometimes be ourselves, the Christians, but it doesn’t 

have to be that way. When we let Jesus truly take a hold 

of our lives and transform us, it is a beautiful thing.  As 

Christians, we are all in this together.  There will be 

Christians we might not like along the way. 

 

As Christians, we are all in this together. 

mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/

