
December 8, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   Way to GO Manchester First United Methodist 

Church. I am so proud of and thankful for you. We 

sent out a text message a few days ago and told you 

that we had many angels left on the Angel Tree and 

now they are all gone.  Thank you for your response 

and your generosity.  

   Because of your generosity many children in the  

Manchester area will not be forgotten and left out 

this  Christmas.  Thank you for being the hands and 

feet of  Christ this year.    

   Next Sunday, Dec. the 12th we will not have the 

early service.  The Choir will present their Christmas 

Cantata at the 11:00 a.m. service.  They have been 

working so hard on the music, and they truly desire 

to make this a very meaningful worship experience.  

   Will you please pray for them as they put the final 

preparations together.  This would be a great Sunday 

to invite someone to attend church with you.  Let's 

have a full house as the choir   

leads us in worship.   

   Thank you also for your generosity in giving as it 

relates to the mission and ministry of the 

church.  You can see in another   

section of this newsletter that we are a little over one 

week behind on our year-to-date contributions. 

Please pray we will finish the year strong. 

   Thank you so much, you are a blessing to others, 

and you make  the end of the year a whole lot less 

stressful on the pastor and staff  of this church. 

Thanks again. God Bless you.   

 

See you Sunday at the Father's House,  

Bro. Randy   

 

   
 
 

 
 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

FACTS ABOUT ADVENT 
 
   Did you know that in most Western churches, 

Advent begins on the Sunday four weeks before 

Christmas Day? This means, depending on the 

calendar, Advent may start at the end of 

November (as it did this year) rather than the 

beginning of December in some years. 

   In the Eastern Orthodox Church, Advent is 

called the Nativity Fast and usually begins in 

mid-November, so it lasts approximately six 

weeks instead of four.   

   Also, during Advent, devout Christians take 

the time to pray, reflect on the past year, and 

mourn for the sin and evil in the world as well 

as our own sin. Although Advent is a time of 

sorrow, it’s also an opportunity to express hope. 

Christians prepare for new beginnings, look 

forward to the second coming of Christ, and 

renew their faith! 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 

 
“I CALL HIM LORD”  Mark your calendars for 

Sunday morning, December 12 when our Sanctuary 

choir will present “I Call Him Lord,” a musical 

arranged by Dove Award winning 

composer/arranger Cliff Duren.  The choir will 

present the cantata during the 10:55 service of 

worship on that day (there is NO EARLY 

SERVICE ON DECEMBER 12th).  The musical 

features many of our favorite Christmas carols and 

hymns and has a moving video component.  Come 

and celebrate Christmas with the Sanctuary Choir! 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

December 8, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 

 

 
December 8 

Hamburgers/Lettuce, Tomato, Etc. 

French Fries 

Ice Cream 

 
Wednesday Night Meals will resume January 5, 2022 

 

 

 FUMC-Christian Learning Center is 

growing! Come grow with us! We are looking for Full 

Time teachers.  If you would like to work with an 

exciting, fun group of children and a wonderful 

teaching staff in a Christian environment, then we 

have the job for you! Contact Angie Gann, Director 

via email at fumc.clc@gmail.com or call 931-728-

8283. 

   The FUMC-Christian Learning Center will have 

their  children’s Christmas Program on Thursday, 

December 16, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

This will be followed with cookies in the fellowship 

hall with none other than the jolly elf himself Santa 

Claus accompanied by Mrs. Claus.  Please plan to 

attend. 

 

 

  White Christmas Food Boxes 

Our church will reach out to our community with 120 

food boxes during the Christmas season. This  has 

been a longstanding tradition , and we thank our 

church family in advance for donations during the 

month of December to help with the cost of this 

outreach project.  The boxes will be assembled on 

Friday, December 17 starting at 1 pm in Fellowship 

Hall.  They will be distributed by a drive through 

manner on Saturday, December 18 starting at 8 am.   

Please volunteer and join us these days to serve our 

community. You will receive wonderful fellowship 

and a blessing!  If you know of a family in need, 

please call Lois Thormaehlen (931-580-5908).  

Signups have already occurred at Good Sam, but we 

do have a few available!  Thank you! 

The Missions Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

God uses money to enable us to 
give to others 
 

“Command those who are rich…to do good, 
to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share” (1 Tim. 6:17-18). 
 

 

http://www.religionfacts.com/advent
mailto:fumc.clc@gmail.com
mailto:fumc.clc@gmail.com
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 KINGDOM KIDS 

  

   When is it hard to remember to celebrate that God 

has a plan for us to be with him now and forever? 

How can we remember to celebrate that God's plan is 

SO much bigger and better than we can imagine? 

And WHY do we close our eyes during prayers? 

These are just a few of the questions we are 

grappling with in Kingdom Kids this week. While 

we know that many children get birth 

announcements; Angels announced Jesus's 

birth.   God’s plan is perfect, and we have learned 

that our timing may be different than God’s, but we 

are all heirs to the Kingdom of God!  That is 

definitely something to get excited about!!!!  

   MERRY Christmas to you and yours this 

week.  Christmas is such a special time of the 

year.  It’s also a challenging time of the year for 

adults and children alike. While we are celebrating 

the birth of our savior some are reminded of loss and 

are going through hard times.  I see all around our 

church people reaching out to others in the church 

and in our community.   It really is what Christmas is 

all about and I’m so very proud to watch the love 

you show each other and to the world. 

   We are getting to have pictures with Santa and 

Mrs. Claus again this year this Wednesday night and 

next week is our party and wrap up for the year for 

Wednesday nights.   Our children are excited to 

participate in worship this coming Sunday and I hope 

everyone that is able is at service or joins us via 

Facebook live/radio.   

   Coming in January is a class for parents.  I hope 

that everyone will be in prayer as we minister to our 

children and their parents as well.  We get to know 

our children, but we also develop great relationships 

with their families whether they attend church with 

us or not.  I love doing this life with you and I love 

seeing you all at church!  

 

Merry Christmas! 

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
 

 

Memorials  &  Honorariums 

 

A gift was given to the projector fund in memory of 

Martha Sutton by the Sally O’Neal Fellowship. 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                     Dec 5 
Sunday School                            51 
8:25 Service                             38 
10:55 Service                                          81                           
Facebook Live        71  
                  

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                      Dec 5 
Sunday School  45.00 
Youth  350.00 
Coffee Time  11.00 
Projector Fund  575.00 
Poinsettias  113.00 
White Christmas  825.00 
Missions  1,030.00 
Communion Rail  20.00 
Angel Tree  200.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  24,660.00 
YTD Offering  439,010.00 
YTD Required  450,996.00 
(+/-) Difference  -11,986.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of December 5               Jim Thorington 
Week of December 12      Justin Bryan 
 
Altar Guild 
December     Brenda Bryan 
 
Counters 
December            Richard Dix & Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December     Pam Brooks  
 
Door Greeters 
December 12      Dowe & Holly Jones 
December 19            Jonathan Shedd& Billie McEwen
   
Coffee Time 
December 12     Jack & Kay Smoyak 
December 19     Sarah Potuk 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 

                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 

Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Garry Carter                
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Mary & Don Rounds  
Joyce & Steve Williams  

 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 
they may not be listed above. 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
  Dec 8–Dec 14, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Dec 8 Gerry Trumper 
Dec 9 Kathy Damewood 
Dec 9 Dimitri Xixis 

Dec 13 Allison Beachboard 
Dec 13 Elfi Harting 
Dec 13 Elaine McKelvey 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 

 

      I just want to thank you guys again for all your help 

with Angel Tree. You guys showed up and showed out 

as usual! 

   In Sunday School this week, we did lesson 3 in the 

series Your Time is Now with Jonathan Evans. It was 

called “Look” and it talked about the story in 1 Samuel 

when Samuel went to the house of David’s father 

looking for the person that God had anointed as king. 

David’s father lined up all his sons except for David who 

was out in the field. His father didn’t think he was 

suitable for the role anyway, and Samuel asked him if 

that was all the sons he had because it wasn’t any of 

them. He told Samuel he had another son watching the 

sheep and Samuel told him to send for that son, and he 

did, and God took the least likely son and made him 

king. All through the Bible God takes the least likely 

people, a baby in a manger, a man with a stuttering 

issue, a prostitute, the list goes on, and he uses them. The 

point of the lesson is that we may feel spiritually 

inferior, but that’s not what God looks at. He doesn’t 

look at the outside either. God looks at our heart and 

uses our heart to determine if we’re ready. Jonathan 

made a good analogy too. He said that the coach can’t 

put you in the game if you’re wearing the wrong 

uniform, so our goal is to always be ready so that God 

can use us anytime. 

   At Hangout on Sunday, we watched episodes 2 and 3 

of Chosen. If you haven’t watched this yet, you should. I 

love anything that makes the Gospel come to life and 

this does a great job of making it real. Next Sunday we’ll 

do the lessons that go along with those episodes. 

   Wednesday night at Hangout, we will begin a new 

study on Advent that we will be working on for 4 weeks, 

so it will take us into January. 

   On Thursday of this week, we will be serving the 

Manchester Police Department when they have their 

Christmas party at church. It starts at 6 and we will have 

to put up more tables and chairs, so I will pick kids up at 

4:30 or they can meet me at church at 5. 

   BigStuf deposits are due by Jan 15. Deposits are $25. 

Total cost for each student is $125. 

 

Be Blessed, 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  
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