
December 7, 2022  Midweek Visitor 
 
 
 
Angela Gilliam

  

 From the Pastor’s Desk 
ATTENTION: Custodial Services for the Church  

     Church, due to his surgery and post-recovery time 

Ricky is out for most of the month of December.  

Therefore, it is super-important that we all do our part by 

signing up to help ensure the general cleanliness of the 

Church and that we always do a round-turn on the rooms 

we use to ensure we leave them “better than we found 

them”.  

     The volunteer sign-up sheet is available in the church 

office Mon – Fri and on the Welcome Desk on Sunday.  

Please volunteer.  

     Remember the old axiom, “cleaning is good for the 

soul and makes your mom happy too!” 

PLEDGE 2023:  Jesus Christ is God's greatest gift to us. 

Stewardship tells us to share a portion of our time, talent, 

and treasure so that the Gift, Jesus Christ, may be given to 

those who do not know Him.  It is not too late to turn in 

your 2023 pledge cards, just drop them off in the church 

office or place them in the pledge box during Sunday 

worship services. 

Jesus is Coming, Prepare! 

     Jesus Christ is coming to town – and our mission – 

until the King of Kings and Lord of Lords returns is to, 

“lead persons to Jesus Christ and Disciple Believers”.  

This means we must always prepare to receive Jesus like 

the five-wise-virgins in Matthew 25:1-13: standing tall 

and looking good with our lamps (torches) at the 

immediate ready trimmed and with a plentiful supply of 

oil on hand.  

     How do we do that? By being faithful to Christ and 

Christ’s holy church by keeping God’s holy will and 

commandments and by upholding Christ’s holy church by 

your prayers, your presence, your gifts, and your service. 

Jesus is coming, Christmas is coming, and a New Heaven 

& Earth is coming! So, stand at the immediate ready and 

trim your wicks, pour on the oil and prepare to light your 

torch to receive King Jesus.  

80 by 31 DEC 2023 // Sow seeds & pray to God for an 

abundant harvest.   
  
To God be the Glory, 

Stephen 

 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

   The Scriptures are full of imagery.  John the 

Baptist wears strange clothes and eats bugs!  

Abraham’s wife bears a child when she is 90.  

People are baptized with God’s Spirit and speak 

in different languages.  There is even a story in 

the book of Numbers about a donkey who 

speaks to his master!  All creation serves God’s 

purpose and mercy! 

   Advent is a time when we revisit and retell a 

story taking place in  highly unlikely 

circumstances.  To quote a song by Christian 

group 4Him, “Why her, she’s just an ordinary 

girl?  This is such a strange way to save the 

world!”  But we know that God’s will and 

purposes are sometimes carried out in weird 

and wonderful ways!  Isn’t it exciting that YOU 

AND I are a part of this eternal narrative?   
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 
******************************************** 

WHITE CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS: Our 

Missions Committee is pleased to reach out to our 

many families in need this Christmas season with a 

gift of love!  We plan to distribute 120 food baskets 

within our community, and we ask for your 

generosity as in the past to fund this annual outreach 

project.  Contributions will be accepted throughout 

the month of December.  Please just note on your 

dollars given for “White Christmas food baskets.”  

On Friday, December 16 at 2 pm in Fellowship Hall 

we will start assembling  the baskets.  On Saturday, 

December 17 at 8 am we will add the cold items, 

and then we will greet our families as they arrive for 

pick up.   This is a wonderful time of fellowship for 

our church family , and we invite you to come join 

us!  We promise you will be blessed!  Thank you! 

-The Missions Committee 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

December 7, 2022 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Stephen Lee          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number      

 

 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 

December 7, 2022:  Pizza Party/Christmas Party 

Meals will begin at 5:30 Please, your RSVP is 

needed by the Tuesday prior to each meal by 

calling the church office at 931-728-4624 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

December 11, 2022 – Christmas Cantata 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

December 11, 2022 – Executive Finance Committee Meeting 

5:30 p.m. – Conference Room 

December 11, 2022 – Finance Committee Meeting 6:00 p.m. - 

Parlor 

December 14, 2022 – Blue Christmas Service 6:30 p.m. 

Sanctuary 

December 14, 2022 – Youth Last Wednesday 

December 15, 2022 – FUMC-CLC Christmas Musical, 

Cookies with Santa 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall 

December 16, 2022 – White Christmas boxes filled 2:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

December 17, 2022 – White Christmas Boxes distributed 8:00 

a.m. Fellowship Hall 

December 18, 2022 – Youth Christmas Party 

December 19, 2022 - January 3, 2023 -  FUMC-CLC 

Christmas Break 

December 23, 2022- Church Office Closed (Christmas Eve 

Holiday) 

December 24, 2022 – Christmas Eve Communion Service 

6:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 

December 27, 2022 – Church Office Closed (Christmas Day 

Holiday) 

January 2, 2023 – Church Office Closed (New Year’s Day 

Holiday) 

January 8, 2023 – Trustee Meeting 6:00p.m. – Room 219 

January 9, 2023 – Administrative Board Meeting – 

Fellowship Hall 7:00 p.m. 

January 11, 2023 -  Kingdom Kids /Wednesday Night Meals 

February 27, 2023- Church Conference for the purposes of 

voting on whether to disaffiliate from the UMC  

 

 

God grants to the people the ability to earn 
that which is God’s already, money and wealth. 

“Wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things. In your hands 
are strength and power to exalt and give 
strength to all ” (1 Chronicles 29:12). 

 

It is poinsettia ordering time.  If you 

would like to give a poinsettia for the 

altar in memory or in honor of someone, 

envelopes are in the pews, or you may 

see Tammy in the church office by 

December 9, 2022. They will be $7.00 

each.  You may pay at the time you place 

your order. 
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Memorials & Honorariums 

 
A gift was given to White Christmas in memory of 

Jimmie Bell by Pat & Joanne Cassady. 
 
Gifts were given to the General Fund in memory of 

Jimmie Bell by Jeannie Sain and Faye Huffman. 
 
A gift was given to the Children’s Ministry in 

memory of Jimmie Bell by Dennis & Brenda Bryan. 
 

 

  FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 
   

   The holidays are in full swing! It’s so easy to just 

step into the frenzy, but I want to encourage you to 

take a moment and see. See others. See the good. See 

peace.  It’s so easy to jump into the next thing and 

expectations and traditions without even realizing that 

we did.  It takes a moment of pause, of reflection, of 

space to look at all those things and decide if that is 

the energy we want to be giving during these busy 

holidays.   

   I want to encourage you to pause. To breathe.  Give 

yourself the gift of a pause. The busy will always be 

there but remember sometimes you can choose what 

extra you pick up. Pause, breathe, and remember 

today is a gift.  

   Please make plans to join us for our 2nd Annual 

Christmas Musical on Thursday, December 15, 2022 

@ 6:00 pm.  You all will want to be there to see these 

little ones perform. They have been working hard 

each day. We will also be having Cookies & Milk 

with Santa and Mrs. Claus after the performance. You 

may or may not recognize them.       This is always 

such a fun night and a great way to end the first half 

of our school year. We will be on Christmas break 

December 16- January 3.  

   We are still in need of a teacher’s assistant. If you 

are interested or know of anyone, please send them 

our way. Please keep our preschool ministry in your 

prayers as we teach, love, and care for the children, as 

well as our other ministries of the church and for our 

pastor.   
 
Be the LIGHT. 

Mrs. Angie 

FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 
 
 

I Will Support My Church with My Presence 
Attendance:                      Dec 4 
Sunday School                              55 
8:25 Service                        45 
10:55 Service                                          99                   
Facebook Live                    106
                      
I Will Support My Church with My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
    Dec 4 
Sunday School  54.00 
Missions     380.00 
Memorials General Fund                        75.00 
Coffee Time  15.00 
FUMC-CLC  500.00 
White Christmas  685.00 
Children’s Ministry  30.00 
Flower Fund  120.00 
Angel Tree  200.00 
Pastor Discretionary  100.00 
Good Samaritan  185.00 
Weekly Required  9,684.00 
Contributions  15,437.00 
YTD Offering             416,859.00 
YTD Required             474,516.00 
(+/-) Difference             -57,657.00 
 
I Will Support My Church with My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of December 4             Eric Beachboard 
Week of December 11                              Justin Bryan 
 
Altar Guild 
December                       Debra Thorington 
 
Counters 
December                     Lois Thormaehlen & Richard Dix 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December                                                           Pam Brooks 
 
Door Greeters 
December 11                                 Ann & Wade Stevenson 
      Roger & Kimla Weeks  
December 18               Jonathan Shedd & Billie McEwen 
      Butch & Tina Neiderhauser  
                                                      
Coffee Time 
December 11                                   JaNelle Burt                      
December 18                                   JaNelle Burt                      
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
******************************************************** 
 

Please Make Note: Our Church Conference for 

the purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate 

from the UMC is Monday, February 27, 2023, at 

6:00 p.m.  Only professing members attending in 

person can vote. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Ryan Moorehead  
Dorothy Bon   Phyllis Dix 
Bishop McAlilly                           Barbara Cagle 
Chris Tench       Mary & Don Rounds 
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
 

Dec 7 – Dec 13, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Dec 7 Allison Stacy 
Dec 8 Gerry Trumper 

Dec 13 Allison Beachboard 
Dec 13 Elfi Harting  
Dec 13 Elaine McKelvey 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

does not appear above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

********************************************** 
 
Wednesday Night Study:  The Wednesday night 

Advent Study starts at 6:00 pm in classroom #125 

(Upper Room). Last week we answered the question, 

“who’s coming to dinner?”  This week will explore 

how do we “deal with pirates”.  Please come armed 

and ready with the Sword of the Lord.     
 

 
 

Hang Out Event 
 
Hello Church! 

   Angel Tree gifts are due back on Sunday, and if you 

haven’t picked one up, there’s still time to do so. Gift 

bags are under the tree. Please make sure that your 

Angel Tree Tag is attached to your bag when you return 

it to church. Thank you for all your help! 

   The Teddy Bear Tree still look kind of sad. It’s located 

near the Welcome Center across from the Angel Tree. If 

we collect enough stuffed animals by Christmas, we will 

deliver them to the residents at McArthur Manor on 

Christmas morning during Sunday School. 

 Hangout Dates: 

 Dec 16- 2:00 Help with White Christmas Baskets 

 Dec 17- 8:00 Help distribute White Christmas 

Baskets 

 Dec 18- 5:30 Hangout Christmas Party 

   Hope you have a blessed week! 
 
Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 

 KINGDOM KIDS    
 

   Angels announced His birth!  That never gets old for 

me!  How can we be loved so much that a savior who 

has a birth announcement involving angels, would give 

His life for us?  I am in awe.  I hope we never lose that 

awe of this beautiful holiday season!  It’s Christmas and 

the whole world is celebrating the birth of our Lord and 

savior.  This week we talked about the symbols of 

Christmas.  From the Star on the tree to those delicious 

Candy Canes, it all has meaning.  As we decorate our 

homes, let’s not forget to stop and think about the deep 

meaning of our Christian Christmas traditions!  

   We are excited to celebrate our Christmas party this 

week in Kingdom Kids and taking our Christmas break 

until January 11, 2022, for our Wednesday night 

classes.  We are also working on a Christmas Skit that I 

know you all are going to love! Make plans to see our 

sweet kiddos talk about the Christmas symbols we all 

use each year!  Until then, I will see you at Church!   
 

In Christ,  

Jessica  
kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
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