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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

December   WOW   

The Most Wonderful time of the year.  It is a busy time of 

the year.   

Don't forget: 

Sunday December 8th Matthew 3:1-12  "A Man Named 

John"  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday December 11th  “BLUE CHRISTMAS” 

SERVICE @ 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday December 15th   Adult Choir Christmas 

Cantata  One Service  11:00 a.m. 

Sunday December 22nd  Matthew 1:18-25  "Following 

Your Dreams" 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday December 24th Christmas Eve Service 5:30 p.m. 

Isaiah 9: 2-7  "The Difference is like Light and Dark."   

Sunday December 29th  5th Sunday  One Service 11:00 

a.m.  Guest Preacher: Rev. Don Morris.   
 

Prayer Concerns: 

December 4th I am preaching at a worship service of the 

General Council of Finance and Administration of the 

United Methodist Church in Nashville, TN @ 10:00 a.m.  

December 5th Those who are feeling lonely and blue this 

Christmas season. 

December 6th - 7th Those who are singing, participating, 

and attending the Rotary Club Community Christmas 

Choir Concert either night. 

December 8th The worship services and Sunday School 

classes that are taking place today. 

December 9th Families in crisis in our local community 

December 10th For those who will be leading and attending 

the BLUE CHRISTMAS service tomorrow night. 

December 11th The UMW and Wesley Wanderer's 

luncheon today and the BLUE CHRISTMAS service 

tonight. 
 

May your Holidays be Holy Days, 
 

Randy Brown  

 

We are to be content with what we have. 
“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be 
content with what you have, because God has said 

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you’” 
(Heb. 13:5). 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

In the summer of 1861, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s 

wife, Frances, died tragically in a fire. That first 

Christmas without her, he wrote in his diary, “How 

inexpressibly sad are the holidays.” The next year was 

no better, as he recorded, “ ‘A merry Christmas,’ say the 

children, but that is no more for me.” 

In 1863, as the American Civil War was dragging on, 

Longfellow’s son joined the army against his father’s 

wishes and was critically injured. On Christmas Day that 

year, as church bells announced the arrival of another 

painful Christmas, Longfellow picked up his pen and 

began to write, “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.” 

The poem begins pleasantly, lyrically, but then takes a 

dark turn. The violent imagery of the pivotal fourth verse 

doesn’t seem fitting for a Christmas carol. “Accursed” 

cannons “thundered,” mocking the message of peace. 

By the fifth and sixth verses, Longfellow’s desolation is 

nearly complete. “It was as if an earthquake rent the 

hearth-stones of a continent,” he wrote. The poet nearly 

gave up: “And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no 

peace on earth,’ I said.” 

But then, from the depths of that bleak Christmas day, 

Longfellow heard the irrepressible sound of hope. And 

he wrote this seventh stanza. 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: “God is not 

dead, nor doth He sleep! The wrong shall fail, the right 

prevail, with peace on earth, good-will to men!” 

The war raged on and so did memories of his personal 

tragedies, but it could not stop Christmas. The Messiah 

is born! He promises, “I am making everything new!” 

(Rev. 21:5). 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

December 4, 2019 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

 

 
We kick off December with some Old Testament 

prophesies found in Isaiah 9:6-7, Isaiah 53:8, and 

Micah 5:2. The story of Christmas begins with 

promises God made long before. God’s people had 

been waiting for hundreds of years, but all of that was 

about to change. We take a look at important promises 

that pointed to Jesus.  

 

Memorials & Honorarium 
A gift to the General Budget in memory of Susan 
Zimmerman was given by Mattie Lee Eaton. 
A gift to the General Budget in memory of Pete 
Sain Jr. was given by Mattie Lee Eaton. 
A gift to the Pastor Discretionary Fund in honor of 
Reverend Billy Ray Panter’s Birthday was given by 
Louise Hill Wolpe. 
 
White Christmas Food Boxes – We look 
forward to reaching out to those in need in our 
community during this Christmas season by 
offering a food box. Our church family has 
generously supported this ministry for many 
years, and we thank you in advance for your 
donations of money and time for completing 
120 boxes. Assembly of food boxes will begin at 
3 p.m. on Friday, December 20 in the 
Fellowship Hall. Completion of boxes is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 21 at 8 am 
with pick-up starting at 9 a.m. Donations may 
be made at any time during the month of 
December. Please write on the memo line of 
your check “White Christmas.” Come join us 
for a time of fellowship as we gather together 
to serve our community! Thank you!               The 
Missions Committee 
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Bottom Line: You can have joy because God keeps His 

promises. Sometimes it’s hard to find joy in the middle of 

a tough situation. Thankfully, when we look through the 

Bible, we can see that God has always been at work. 

Knowing that God faithfully kept His promises in the past 

can give us joy knowing that He’ll be with us in the future. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

Hang Out Events 
This week in Sunday School, we finished our last lesson in our 

series Identity. We read the book of Ecclesiastes chapters 2 and 

3 and looked at how the author felt about his life 

accomplishments. We also looked at Philippians chapter 3, 

where we read Paul’s view of his accomplishments. He 

basically said it was all garbage and that the only thing he could 

count as gain was knowing Christ. 
 

Sunday night, we walked to the square after we ate to see the 

Christmas Parade. 
 

We are back to our regular schedule this week, so we will be 

meeting on Wednesday. 
 

Don’t forget about the Angel Tree and Teddy Bear Tree. We 

will be taking donations of new or gently used stuffed animals 

for our Teddy Bear Tree to give to Manchester Police 

Department from now until December 20. Stockings are on the 

Angel Tree! There is a clipboard at the Welcome Center. 

Please write your name on the line for the number that is on 

your stocking, so that we know who has what Angel. Gifts will 

be due back to the church by December 10, so that they can be 

delivered to Headstart before they break for Christmas. If 

you’re wondering what to get your Angel, we usually do shoes, 

socks, underwear, a coat, an outfit, a toy and maybe crayons 

and a coloring book. There are bags under the tree for you to 

take as well. 
 

Our Hangout Christmas Party will be December 18 from 5:30-

7:30 p.m. 
 

We will not be meeting the week of Christmas (Dec 22 and 25) 

or New Year’s Day (Jan 1). Please spend that time with your 

families. 
 

I found pool salt in the closet in my office. I do not have a pool 

and neither does the church, so if you would like it, please let 

me know!!! 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 

amishedd@bellsouth.net 

(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Donna McCluskey              Sarah Marshall            Allen Niles 
Evans Baird          Mason Phillips       Aaron & Noelle Brooks 
Ben & Jenny Reyes             
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of December 8 Roger Weeks 
Week of December 15 Roger Weeks 
Coffee Time                  
December 8 & 15  Bud & Pam Riddle 
December 22   Sue Reid        
Altar Guild 
December    Brenda Bryan 
Counters  
December   Richard Dix, Mike Keeling, & Billie 

McEwen 
Greeters 
December 8 8:25 Ann & Wade Stevenson 
 10:55 John & Shandra Richardson 
December 15 8:25 Jonathan Shedd & Billie 

McEwen 
 10:55 Dowe & Holly Jones 
Kitchen Monitor 
December    Judy Brooks 
Sunday School Greeters 
December 8   Carolyn Norfleet 
December 15 & 22   Pam Riddle 

Bakers/Visitors  
December 8     Topsy Layne (Baker) 
         Anita Turner (Visitor) 
December 15     Lois Thormaehlen 
Ushers 
December      8:25   Ed Holland 
      10:55 Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
December    Marie Kimble 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; items 
to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
 

POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  Please 
let us know when you move or change your address.  
Thank you! 
 
 

IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – Please 
notify the office with updated phone numbers so we can 
get our records up to date in case we need to contact 
you.  Thank you! 
 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

And don’t forget about our CHURCH APP which is 
available for your smart phone on Google Play Store or 
Apple App Store! (Mobile MFUMC) 
 
 

Come and celebrate Christmas with the Manchester 
Rotary Club Christmas Choir as they present their 
annual Christmas Concert on Friday and Saturday, 
December 6 & 7, 7 p.m. in the sanctuary of Trinity 
Baptist Church, 1513 McArthur Street, here in 
Manchester. The concert will feature seasonal music 
from several genres and a guest appearance from our 
very own Ms. Brooke Hazen.  The concert is free to the 
public and is a gift to our community from the 
Manchester Rotary Club. Everyone is invited! 

 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
December 4 (last Wednesday night meal until 
2020): Homemade Vegetable Beef Soup, Ham and 
Turkey Wraps, Fruit Salad.  Dessert: Strawberry Cake. 
 
 

“TAPESTRY OF LIGHT – A Celtic Christmas 
Celebration” is a cantata written by Joseph Martin 
that will be presented by our Sanctuary Choir on 
Sunday morning, December 15, during the 10:55 a.m. 
service of worship. (There will be NO early service that 
day). This jubilant work is filled with tuneful carols, 
thoughtful narration, and sparkling orchestrations.  
Traditional melodies from the foundations of this 
tapestry of lights bringing to your holiday presentation 
a pleasing mixture of choruses and carols. 
 

**There is one service at 11 a.m. on 
December 15 & 29!!  Please mark your 

calendars!** 
 
 
 

 

UMW & Wesley Wanderers Christmas 
Luncheon @ Patch Manor: This year’s 
Christmas Luncheon is at Patch Manor on 
December 11.  We will gather at 11 a.m. and 
start ordering food at 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is 
invited to attend!  Please call Doris Hendrix 
at 728-4544 with any questions. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center by December 4.  Thank you! 
 

UMW will NOT meet in December.  Enjoy your time 
with Family and Friends. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! Next UMW meeting will be 
January 2020. 
 
 

Mary Frances Brantley will be at AdamsPlace.  If you 
would like to mail her a letter or a card, please send 
them to: 
Mary F. Brantley 
Assisted Living at AdamsPlace 
2927 Memorial Blvd. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
 

Poinsettia Time! 
If you would like to order a Poinsettia in memory or 
in honor of someone this Christmas season, please 
get your order to the Church Office by December 19, 
2019.  Each poinsettia is $8 each.  Please make your 
checks out to First United Methodist Church.  There 
will be Flower envelopes in the pews for your 
information and your money.  
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                 December 1 
Sunday School                                    65  
8:25 Service                                                           68 
10:55 Service                                                                      69 
Facebook Live        34 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                      Total of December 1 
Sunday School                                                              57.00  
Missions                                                                    550.00     
Coffee Time                    19.00     
Good Samaritan              100.00 
White Christmas              150.00 
Flowers                           200.00 
Communion Rail    68.00 
Pastor Discretionary Fund                           100.00 
Memorials to General Fund    80.00 
Required weekly                                                   9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                            9,352.00  
Year-to-date offering                                       424,703.00         
Offering needed to date                                   441,792.00 
Year-to-date Other Income                    5,000.00 
 (+/-) Difference                                                -12,089.00                                                 
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