
December 29, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   There is a quote that I saw years ago on a New 

Year’s card. I share it every year around this time.   

   I remember just about every time I shared it Roy 

Hendrix would always comment on it. He knew the 

quote well.  The quote was something that he and I 

had in common, and I will hold as a cherished 

memory of our friendship. The quote is as 

follows:  "I said to the man who stood at the gate of 

the new year, give me a light that I might tread safely 

into the unknown.  He said to me, "Put your hand 

into the hand  of God and it will be better to you than 

light, and safer than a known way. " 

   Happy New Year. Put you hand into the hand of 

the man who stilled the waters, calmed the hearts, 

shaped the mountains, and put the stars in orbit.           

 

Bro Randy 

 

   
 
 

 

       
 

 
 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   Millennium Tower is a luxury residential high-

rise that has sunk 17 inches and tilted 14 inches 

since it was completed in 2008. Though an 

inspection by the city showed it's safe to occupy, the 

situation has sparked an exodus from the building. 

Residents say they're selling multimillion-dollar 

condos at a loss, with the value of their homes 

tumbling $320,000 on average. 

   One disgruntled resident told producers that with 

so many lawyers involved, it takes the court 30 

minutes just to take attendance during legal 

proceedings.  Some critics blame the city of San 

Francisco for allowing Millennium Partners to 

anchor the building 80 feet into packed sand rather 

than 200 feet down to bedrock. 

   Residents now say they are "stuck with nearly 

worthless condos," according to NBC Bay Area.  

So, as Millennium Tower keeps on sinking, its fate 

remains unclear. 

   Jesus made it very clear in Matthew 7 how 

precarious it is for people to build their lives on 

anything less than the “solid rock” of the Gospel.   

“Therefore, everyone who hears these words of 

mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock.  The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 

against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had 

its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears 

these words of mine and does not put them into 

practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 

sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and 

the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 

fell with a great crash.”   

   This ancient principle is still just as true today.  

Trust in Jesus’ teaching is the bedrock on which we 

must build our lives.  Otherwise, all that we purpose 

to do in the new year is certain to sink, tilt and 

collapse.  So, continue building your life on the 

Solid Rock! 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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 FUMC-Christian Learning Center is 

growing! Come grow with us! We are looking for Full 

Time teachers.  If you would like to work with an 

exciting, fun group of children and a wonderful 

teaching staff in a Christian environment, then we 

have the job for you! Contact Angie Gann, Director 

via email at fumc.clc@gmail.com or call                 

931-728-8283. 

 

 

FUMC OFFICE HOURS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

HOLIDAY 

Thursday, Dec 30, 2021 – Office Closed 

Friday, Dec 31, 2021 – Office Closed   

If you have any items for the Sunday Bulletin 

(01/02/22) please have them to the Church Office 

by noon on  Wednesday, Dec 29, 2021. 

 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN VOLUNTEERS 

If you would like to volunteer for Good Samaritan, 

please contact Anita Turner at 931-728-2358.  The 

Good Samaritan volunteers for January are below: 

January24, 2021:  Janelle Burt, Elaine McKelvey, 

Marie Kimble, and Jim & Debra Thorington. 

January 31, 2021:  Janelle Burt, Elaine McKelvey, 

Mike & Karla Childs, Kathy Bailey, Jim & Debra 

Thorington, and Kaye Tracy. 

 

 

 
Wednesday Night Meals will resume  

January 12, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God uses money to enable us to 
give to others 
 

“Command those who are rich…to do good, 
to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share” (1 Tim. 6:17-18). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

         The presents have all been opened, meals have 

been eaten, families have gathered and have now said 

their farewells.  Another Christmas has come and is 

now in the books.  Our lesson this week in Kingdom 

Kids is how to keep Christmas in our hearts all year 

long. It’s not just the adults that struggle with this 

concept.  Even children have a challenging time in a 

world so filled with noise to keep Christ the main 

focus in their lives. And it’s no wonder!  Children 

have a lot to distract them and cause worry too!   

   The past two years, Covid has been challenging for 

all of us. But for children who have had their 

sports/extracurricular activities cancelled, virtual 

school, less or even no contact with support systems 

and isolation.  This is especially difficult for children 

when they are developing all the skills, they need to 

be the adults we hope them to become.  What we 

hope to instill in our children is that in the midst of 

the uncertainty of the world that God is always 

certain.  We can have faith that He will provide for 

and love us.  We need God in our lives, especially 

when times get hard.  It’s easy to Love and worship 

God when times are good but when times are 

challenging, we need to learn to dig into God’s word 

to find our faith.   

   This week our ministry staff got to share our hearts, 

ideas and plans with you for the coming year.  I hope 

God has led some of you to join us on that path.  We 

are the church, and we can’t love on the world 

without you, yes YOU!  The body of Christ needs all 

its parts to be the church to our community.  So, 

while Christmas does inspire us to be a little more 

generous, be kinder, donate to a cause we care about 

or to give good presents.  Let’s take that spirit into the 

new year and have Christmas all year in the church, 

in our community and out into the world.   

In Christ,  

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 

Memorials  &  Honorariums 

 
A gift was given to the general fund in honor of 

Beverly Smith by C. Ryan & Sarah Mead Smith, 

 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:      Dec 24                 Dec 26 
Christmas Eve         145  
Sunday School                            33 
8:55 Service         
10:55 Service                                          72                           
Facebook Live            60     138 
                  

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
   Dec 24 Dec 26 
Sunday School  22.00 
Coffee Time  6.00 
Youth  225.00 
Missions  430.00 
Honorariums to General Fund 250.00 
Angel Tree  200.00 
Weekly Required 9,204.00 9,204.00 
Contributions 2,297.00 6,476.00 
YTD Offering           457,402.00 463,878.00 
YTD Required         469,404.00 478,608.00 
(+/-) Difference        -12,002.00 -14,730.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of December 26       Claus Thormaehlen 
Week of January 2     Roger Weeks 
 
Altar Guild 
December     Brenda Bryan 
January      Marie Kimble & Karla Childs 
 
Counters 
December            Richard Dix & Lois Thormaehlen 
January                 Virginia McKee & Doris Hendrix 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December     Pam Brooks 
January     Patricia Anderson  
 
Door Greeters 
January 2     Claus & Lois Thormaehlen 
      Dennis & Brenda Bryan 
January 9           Deborah Blanton & Teri Christian 
                Dennis & Brenda Bryan 
Coffee Time 
January 2     Mike Giffin 
 
 
Communion  

January 
Preparer                                 Marie Kimble 
Servers’ 1st Service       Reesa Brown & Ami Shedd 
Servers’ 2nd Service           Julie Giffin & Kaye Tracy 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 
              

     

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Garry Carter  
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Mary & Don Rounds    
   

 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even 
though they may not be listed above. 

Please let the church office know when you would 
like your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll 

down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 

and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 

pray for you. This is available 24/7. Of course, the 

church staff is available during the day at 931-728-

4624 to talk with you when you have prayer request. 
 

 
  Dec 29–Jan 4, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Jan 2 Michael Cassady 
Jan 4 Marie Kimble 
Jan 4 Dorothy Shelton 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 

    

    I hope that everyone had a very Merry Christmas! 

   This week we are not back to our regular schedule just 

yet. We are meeting with Spring Hill UMC on Tuesday 

of this week from 4:30-6:30 (note the time change). 

Since we are sharing a bus with them on the way to 

BigStuf this year, we thought it would be nice to get to 

know each other a little before we board the bus.  

   Our Wednesday nights will start back on Jan 12, and 

our Sunday nights will start back on Jan 16. Until then 

all we have is Sunday School. 

   This week in Sunday School, we finished our series by 

Jonathan Evans called Your Time Is Now. This lesson 

was entitled Press On. Jonathan told the story of when 

they found out his mother was diagnosed with stage 4 

cancer. Everyone in the family cried except for his 

mother. She told them that they were to continue doing 

all the things that they normally do. Nothing was to stop 

because even though it was not going to be easy, she 

wanted them to press on. The Apostle Paul pressed on 

and continued to minister even while in prison. We’re 

not guaranteed an easy life, in fact, if we read the Bible, 

we’ll see that almost everyone in the Bible had trials, so 

we should expect trials to come to us as well, but it’s 

what we do when those trials happen that shows the 

world who we really are. 

   The Teddy Bear Tree will be coming down on Sunday, 

so you have one last chance to bring any new or gently 

used stuffed animals before we take them to the Police 

Department. 

 

Happy New Year! 

Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

   Roy Ernest Hendrix, age 86, of 

Manchester, Tennessee, passed away Sunday, December 

26, 2021.   

Visitation will be held at Coffee County Funeral Chapel 

on Wednesday, December 29, 2021, from 12-2PM.  

Funeral services will be held at 2PM.  Interment to 

immediately follow at Rose Hill Memorial Gardens in 

Tullahoma, Tennessee. 
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