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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
The New Year is Coming! Rejoice Always! 

Think About It: The New Year – 2023 – will soon arrive 

bringing with it many possibilities, changes, and certainly 

challenges for all of us.  2023 is a year of great opportunity 

and growth as a congregation and as individuals as we go 

forward into the New Year determined to rejoice in all 

things.  

   The Apostle Paul in the book of Philippians directs that we 

should Rejoice in the Lord always. When life is good this 

seems like a reasonable request.  That is until our social, 

spiritual, physical, medical well-being is suffering and then 

the slightest possibility of rejoicing becomes a challenge. 

Why? Because when we are out-of-balance, stress and worry 

increases, anxiety creeps in, and before long were exhausted, 

perhaps incapacitated requiring medical treatment.  

   Yet, Paul says to rejoice always. Paul knew by experience 

what works because he had endured so much for the sake of 

Jesus.  As recorded in 2 Corinthians: Paul was imprisoned 

twice by the Romans, received forty lashes minus one five 

times, three times beaten with rods, stoned once, 

shipwrecked three times, constantly in danger on his 

missionary journeys from hunger, thirst, bandits, cold, the 

portrayal of fiends, and under daily the pressure of his 

concern/anxiety for all the churches.  You would think that 

Paul should have been a basket case—but he was not. Under 

extremely harsh, often cruel conditions, and living with 

physical ailments, Paul rejoiced and invited others to rejoice 

with him. What did Paul know that we do not know?  

Action: Remember the Lord is near and coming again and 

make room in your heart for Jesus by applying the godly 

wisdom Paul provides us in Philippians 4:4-7: 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

   To Paul, being joyful is a not a feeling, it is always choice. 

He uses an action word for “rejoice” rather than a feeling 
word and he also tells us to do it (rejoice) “in the Lord." 

Under stress or filled with anxiety we easily lose our focus 

on whose we are, that we are the beloved children of God. 

That is what Paul’s phrase "in the Lord" means. You are the 

Lord’s and inside of the Lord’s care; and the Lord is jealous 

for your wellbeing. 

 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 

near. …Continued Page 4 

 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 
   No doubt you have heard the expression to describe 

a person's birthday as “another year around the sun.”  I 

suppose you could apply this saying to other annual 

observations as well, like the celebration of New 

Year’s Day. 

   The origin of January 1 marking the New Year dates 

back to 46 B.C., when Julius Caesar developed the 

solar-based Julian calendar. This was after the old 

lunar-based Roman calendar became ineffective. 

Another reason behind making January 1 the start of 

the New Year was to honor Janus — the Roman god 

of beginnings who had two faces. This means that he 

could go back to the past and move forward to the 

future. 

   To celebrate the occasion, ancient people would 

offer sacrifices to the “god of beginnings,” add laurel 

branches to their homes as decorations, and exchange 

gifts. 

   However, the New Year celebrations were 

paganistic. So, January 1 was removed as the start of 

the year. December 25, the day Jesus was born, was 

then considered the beginning of the New Year. March 

25, the Feast of the Annunciation, was also used as a 

replacement for January 1. 

   For us, as Christ-followers, the NEW YEAR 

represents a fresh start, with new commitments and 

celebration of hope for our future! 

   HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
 
***************************************************** 

Please Make Note: Our Church Conference for the 

purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate from the 

UMC is Monday, February 27, 2023, at 6:00 

p.m.  Only professing members attending in person 

can vote. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
Gifts to Jesus: It is never too late to give a gift to 

Jesus by turning in your pledge or talent cards to the 

church office or through the general offering, or 

designated giving or volunteering or starting a new 

ministry or supporting an existing one. 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk…From Page 1 

  We live in a fallen and often cruel world where cause for 

stress, anxiety, and worry are abound. Often, we find 

ourselves wanting to push back hard against people who 

antagonize or mistreat us to regain our control instead of being 

gentle. However, when you remember the Lord is near, that he 

is your strength Psalm 28, and has the last word you can relax and 

be gentle. Christian pastor and author Max Lucado writes, “I 

choose gentleness... Nothing is won by force. I choose to be 

gentle. If I raise my voice, may it be only in praise. If I clench 

my fist, may it be only in prayer. If I make a demand, may it 

be only of myself.” Be gentle, realize that the Lord, your 

strength, is near. 

 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God.  

   In his article “The Fog of Worry …,” Earl Nightingale 

points out only 8% of our worries have any real substance. 

Real or not, Paul advises that to overcome worry we need to 

first pray toward God focusing on our Heavenly Father’s real 

desire to be in relationship with us and help us. Second, make 

supplications. This is a relational prayer, wherein when 

speaking to your Heavenly Father you speak candidly and get 

extremely specific about what your real needs are. Paul 

assures us God is near and wants to help us. And last, we need 
to give thanks. Just as Paul says rejoice always, he also urges 

us to pray with thanksgiving in all circumstances. We must 

focus not just on what we need, but also on whom God is and 

on what God has given us. Thanksgiving comes in response to 

the gracious generosity of God in giving us his greatest gift of 

Jesus and our redemption. 
7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

   If we do all that Paul directs—what is the benefit? Well 

brothers and sisters when the Bible says Jesus is the Prince of 

Peace this is what the Bible is referring to – not a what, but a 

who – Jesus. This peace from this Prince will actively guard 

your heart and mind from the stresses and pressures that assail 

you – Jesus is our fortress of peace.  

   The New Year of opportunity begins with rejoicing always! 

Prayer: Holy Lord, instruct my spirit in rejoicing always.  Fill 

my mouth with praises to give You glory in all circumstances. 

Father God, I give You thanks that You are wonderfully 

merciful and full of gentleness. Fill me now with Your love 

and forgiveness and wash me cleaner than new fallen snow 

that I may know more perfectly the great Peace of Christ. I 

give You without reservation the coming year of 2023 and 

what is left of 2022, I give You all my worry, stress, anxiety, 

or fear (name them) that plague me. Jesus, feel my heart with 

praise, I want you and your peace from above, and none other. 

Oh, my Savior, may my brothers and sisters be filled with 
your peace and their hearts with endless rejoicing. I ask this in 

your Son’s most precious Name, Jesus. Amen.   
 
To God Be the Glory! 

Stephen 
 
 
 

God grants to the people the ability to earn 
that which is God’s already, money and wealth. 

“Wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things. In your hands 
are strength and power to exalt and give 
strength to all ” (1 Chronicles 29:12). 
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  FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 
 
   As Christmas Day has come and gone. I pray you 

all had a wonderful day celebrating with family and 

friends. May the true meaning of the holiday season 

continue to fill your heart and home with love and 

many blessings now and throughout the new year.  

   While we are on Christmas break lots of planning 

and work is being done behind the scenes to plan for 

the remainder of our school year and the upcoming 

school year.  Our preschool ministry has been so 

blessed the past year and we cannot wait to see what 

the Lord has in store for us in the future.   

   We will be back on January 4th. Hope you all 

continue to enjoy this holiday season with your 

families.   
 
Be The Light! 

Mrs. Angie  
FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 

 

Condolences to the family of Bettye 

Roberson who passed away December 19th. A 

memorial service is scheduled for January 14, 2023, 

at 11:00 a.m. at Manchester FUMC.  
 
Condolences to the family of John Estes who passed 

away on November 21, 2022.  Many will remember 

Mr. Estes as our cook who started the Wednesday 

night meals several years ago as an outreach to the 

community.  His widow, Gloria, still lives at 2275 

Fairbanks Ferry Road, Havana, FL 32333, if anyone 

would like to send a card. 
 

Love Offering. Brothers and sisters, as you know 

Ricky is out for the month of December if not longer.  

He has a long faithful history of serving our church. If 

you would like to make a love offering to go to him 

beyond your general offering, please ear mark it 

“Love Offering, R. Bradford” and place it in the 

offering plate or drop it off in the front office now 

through January 8, 2023.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Susan Truesdale at (931) 581-5959.  

Again, thank you to everyone who is volunteering to 

fill the gap in his absence and ensuring our church 

facility is clean and healthy and in better condition 

than we found it.  

 

                  

 
ATTENDANCE AND FINANCE REPORT 
WILL APPEAR IN NEXT WEEKS NEWSLETTER 

 
I Will Support My Church with My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of December 25                              Roger Weeks 
Week of January 1                               Roger Weeks 
 
Altar Guild 
December                       Debra Thorington 
 
Counters 
December                     Lois Thormaehlen & Richard Dix 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December                                                Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Door Greeters 
January 1                            Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
      Dennis & Brenda Bryan  
January 8           Deborah Blanton & Teri Christian  
                                                         Dennis & Brenda Bryan                           
                                                    
Coffee Time 
January 1                          Freddie Fibelkorn                      
January 8              Jim & Debra Thorington  
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
 
******************************************************** 

Volunteers Needed – Ricky Bradford, our 

custodian is out for approximately 6 weeks with 

surgery. While he is out, we need volunteers to 

help with the church cleaning.  There will be a 

sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center on Sunday 

and in the church office during the week. Thank 

you to all who already have volunteered! 
 

EPIC of EDEN -  back by popular demand, a 12-

week DVD series. 

   The Bible is the story of God’s redeeming grace 

flowing from the Garden of Eden to the garden of 

the New Jerusalem.  This study of God’s rescue 

plan will renew your enthusiasm for God’s story 

and open your eyes to His plan for 

eternity.  Sandra Richter will expertly guide us 

through key parts of the Old Testament, sorting 

events, people, and themes into memorable 

categories. 
   Plans are to meet on Sundays, 2:30 - 3:30 in 

Room 216.  Deadline for registration is Sunday, 

Jan. 8, so we can order books and begin class Jan. 

22.  Each chapter contains 5 lessons to prepare 

for the next class.  To ask questions or sign up, 

contact Karla Childs, 723-4192. 
 
                 

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Ryan Moorehead  
Dorothy Bon   Phyllis Dix 
Bishop McAlilly                           Barbara Cagle 
Ricky Bradford   Mary Frances Brantley 
Linda Maxwell   Chris Tench     
Mary & Don Rounds 
 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 
Members on your prayer list even though they may not be 

listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
 

Dec 28– Jan 3 2022 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Jan 2 Michael Cassady 
 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

does not appear above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

January 2, 2023 – Church Office Closed (New 

Year’s Day Holiday) 

January 4, 2023 – FUMC CLC Preschool Resumes 

January 8, 2023 – Trustee Meeting 6:00p.m. – 

Room 219 

January 9, 2023 – Administrative Board Meeting – 

Fellowship Hall 7:00 p.m. 

January 11, 2023 -  Kingdom Kids /Wednesday 

Night Meals 

February 27, 2023- Church Conference for the 

purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate from 

the UMC  
 

 

Hang Out Event 
 
Hello, Church!  

   I hope you had a Merry Christmas!  

   Hangout’s first Wednesday night of 2023 will be Jan 4, 

and our first Sunday night will be Jan 8. On Sunday 

nights be prepared to do some painting at the youth 

house, so we can get it all set up. So, wear appropriate 

clothing for painting on Sunday nights. 

   I pray that you continue to enjoy your Christmas break, 

and that you have a happy and healthy 2023! 
 
Have a Happy and Blessed New Year! 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS    
 

   I wanted to give another shout out to Mrs. Ami Shedd 

and the work she does on the angel tree program!  The 

impact it has on not only our kiddos but on their families 

as well is a ministry unto itself!  

   What a precious Christmas to celebrate Jesus by 

worshipping in church with our church family. We had a 

smaller group of kiddos in Kingdom Kids this 

week.  The 9 we had were so proud to be at church on 

Christmas day!   

   This week, on Sunday, we will be having a party to 

celebrate and bring in 2023! The kids are so 

excited!  Until then, I will see you at church!      
 

In Christ,  

Jessica  
kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
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