
December 23, 2020                                                                 Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk      
   

   Stay Tuned to your social media device(s) for any 

updates via text or voice mail concerning  Christmas 

Eve Service and/or the one service of worship on 

Dec 27th.   

   As of the time of publication this is where we 

stand. We will continue to follow Covid 19 Protocol 

and strongly support your right to decide what is best 

for you when it comes to virtual and or in person 

worship. We will have both in person worship and 

we will be live on Facebook the 24th at 6:00p.m. and 

Sunday the 27th at 11:00 a.m.  We will have people 

taking temperatures.  We will have mask available 

for those who need one.  We will ask that you set 

with the people you come with and observe the 

distancing of every other pew in the sanctuary.  If 

you join us virtually please have your communion 

elements with you in your home so that you can 

participate in that part of worship with us at the 

proper time.  

   I want to say a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to 

God for his blessings and to this congregation for 

your faithful giving and financial support.  Only a 

few weeks ago we were over a month behind in what 

we needed to finish the year in the black. As of now 

we are less than one week behind what we need to 

end the year in terms of our finances. Praise to God 

and thanks to you for meeting the financial needs of 

this congregation. 

  

Merry Christmas,  

  

Brother Randy 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

    

   As you all know, Pam and I have a daughter 

(and son-in-law) who live in Grand Junction, 

Colorado.  We found out a few weeks ago that 

they had made plans to come visit us during the 

Christmas holidays (and, as you’re reading this, 

we are, indeed, enjoying their company!)   

   When we found out they were coming, Pam 

went into “preparation” mode!  She began to 

wrap up all the previously unwrapped 

Christmas gifts around the house.  She made 

sure the guest bedrooms were clean and neat.  

And she bought extra food!  Now I’m going to 

tell you the truth and admit I had very little to 

do with all of this prep work!  But the point is, 

we knew our family was coming and we 

prepared for it! 

   In good ministerial fashion I could not help 

but think how the people of God for so many 

generations had read about, talked about, and 

anticipated the coming of their Messiah.  And 

then, one night in a stable in Bethlehem their 

hopes and dreams were fulfilled when JESUS 

came to us mere mortals!  What a gift!   

   And so, I hope and pray that you have, once 

again this year (even in the midst of the 

pandemic)  made YOUR preparation for Jesus 

in your heart and life and that of your family!   

   It is with good news and great joy that Pam 

and I wish each of you a MERRY 

CHRISTMAS!   

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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HEALTH CHECK VOLUNTEERS 

We are in need of volunteers on Sunday mornings for 

both services to assist with the HEALTH CHECKS 

at the front door ramp and the basement door.  This 

would include taking temperatures and giving out 

masks and hand sanitizer for those you need these 

items. If you are able to volunteer, please email the 

church secretary at manchesterfumc@gmail.com or 

call the church office at 728-4624 with the dates and 

services you are available. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Due to the pandemic, we removed all the hymnals 

from the Sanctuary a few weeks ago and are no longer 

(temporarily) using bulletins.  But you can still follow 

an order of service on your smart phone or 

tablet!  Look for the QR code (printed on 8.5”X11” 

paper) on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, at the 

welcome center and at the ramp entry.  Open your 

smart phone’s camera app and point at the code.  You 

will see a small orange icon appear on your 

screen.  Click the icon you’ll be directed to the page 

on our church website which has the weekly order of 

service (it will say “Worship Order”).  You can open 

the worship order and follow it or even download to 

your device if you like!  You can also access it by 

simply going to our website, 

www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the “home” tab 

and scroll down to “Worship Order!” 

 

 Deadlines  

 Items to be put in the newsletter are due to the 
office no later than Monday at Noon; items to be 
put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your  

curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will scroll down 

to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and 

submit your prayer requests and our staff will pray for 

you.  This is available 24/7.  Of course, the church 

staff is  available during the day at 931-728-4624 to 

talk with you when you have prayer request. 

 
 

God gives us the talents, abilities, and gifts necessary 
for our tasks, and then God grants us the glorious 

privilege of serving in the kingdom. “For we are God’s 
fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9). 

mailto:manchesterfumc@gmail.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   As we kick off the week of Christmas, we head to 

Luke 2:1-7 and discover more about when Jesus was 

born. From a human perspective, this whole situation 

must have seemed crazy to Mary and Joseph. Not 

only was Mary expecting the baby who would save 

the world, but now she and Joseph had to travel to 

Bethlehem for the census. When they arrive, there’s 

no room for them to stay except for the place they 

keep the animals. As hectic as this moment was, this 

is just how God wanted Jesus to enter the world.  

 

Bottom Line: God loved us so much that He gave 

us a Savior. 

 

   Looking back over the stories included in the Bible, 

time and again it comes back to God’s love for His 

creation. Right from the start, God wanted to have a 

relationship with us. Even when we messed that up 

with our sin, God continued to love and make a way 

to rescue us. Jesus is proof that God loves us 

unconditionally 

 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

Memorials & Honorariums 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Dr. Jesse Overall by Pat & Joane Cassady. 

 

A gift was given to the youth in memory of Glenna 

Poff by Mark & Susan Yother. 

 

A gift was given to the youth in memory of Dr. Jesse 

Overall by Mark & Susan Yother. 

 

A gift was given to the youth in memory of Debbie 

Sellars Jeter by Mark & Susan Yother. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Bob Leonard by Nellie Leonard. 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                 Dec 20          
Sunday School                                     32 
8:25 Service           38 
10:55 Service                           51                  
Facebook Live                      237  
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                Total of       Dec 20 
Sunday School                                            7.00 
Good Samaritan                                        100.00  
Youth                                                   110.00   
Memorials to General Fund                                5,050.00 
White Christmas                                 600.00 
Family Fund                                                              200.00 
Missions                                                                     650.00 
Required weekly                                                   9,204.00                                 
Budget Contribution                                     13,862.00             
Year-to-date offering                           466,997.00  
Offering needed to date                                  469,404.00                       
(+/-) Difference                                                 -2,407.00                      

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 

 

Building Checker 
Week of December 27  Claus Thormaehlen 
Week of January 3    Roger Weeks 
        
Altar Guild 
For the Month of December    Brenda Bryan  
     
For the Month of January       
     
Counters 
For the Month of December             Richard Dix 
    Billie McEwen 
For the Month of January                Claus Thormaehlen 
           Richard Dix 
Greeters 
Week of December 27           Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
    Dowe & Holly Jones                         
                                            
Week of January 3         
                                                        Dennis & Brenda Bryan                         
 
Kitchen Monitors  
For the Month of December    Pam Brooks 
For the Month of January     
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC 

 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Judy Starr 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Nellie Leonard      Billie Danford 
Mary & Don Rounds  Suzanne Smead   
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Jerry Freeze 
Betsy & Hurshel Shanks  Jeanette Taylor 
John & Bettye Roberson  Fran Overall 
The Weeks Family   
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
   

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 

 
 

For those who would like to send Mary 

Frances Brantley a card she has temporarily been 

moved to Life Care Center in Antioch due to a fall 

and should be back at McArthur Manor soon.  Her 

address is:  Mary Frances Brantley 

Life Care Center Hickory Woods 

4200 Murfreesboro Pike Room 226 

Antioch, TN  37013 
 

Jeanette Taylor has been in Manchester 

Rehabilitation Center for a few weeks and if you 

would like to send her a card the address is below: 

Jeanette Taylor 

Manchester Center for Rehabilitation Room 311 

395 Interstate Drive 

Manchester, TN  37355  

 

 

Hang Out Event  
 

         By the time you read this I will be completely done 

with Angel Tree for 2020! I truly appreciate all of your 

support. As I’ve said before, my ministry team and I 

debated on how many Angels we thought we could take 

on this year. We ended up with 94, and you guys did 

what you always do and supported, and we are extremely 

grateful for it once again! 

   In Sunday School this week, we finished organizing 

the Angels that were for our Hispanic families that are 

involved in our youth and children’s ministries. We’ve 

done youth before, but never children, but we are so 

thankful that we were able to do both this year! Natalie, 

Megan, Ansley, Elizabeth, Sarah, Cole, and Mrs. Jackie, 

I truly appreciate all your help! I could not have done it 

without you! 

   At Hangout Sunday night, we had our Christmas party. 

It was a fun time filled with games and food, of course!  

 

Hangout will not be meeting again until January 13, 

unless something changes. 

 

I hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas! 

 

 Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

 Dr. Jesse William Overall, age 91, 

passed away peacefully at home in Manchester, 

Tennessee  December 19, 2020. In light of Covid-19 

gathering restrictions & in the interest of safely, a small 

private graveside service was held at the Manchester 

Cemetery on December 21, 2020. In lieu of flowers, 

please send donations to the Manchester First Methodist 

Church, the Manchester Library, or charity of your 

choice. 

 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
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