
December 22, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

T'was the night before Christmas  

God glanced over the earth.  

He looked to and fro,  

All over its girth.   

They missed it again He said with a sigh,   

A heavy heart and a tear in his eye.  

I gave them my son ,  

So, they could be free.  

My greatest gift,   

To them from me.  

They traded me in,  

For a man in red.  

A little tree,  

And a horse drawn sled.  

How do I save them,   

And make them see.   

My love is complete,   

And my grace is free.   

How do I help them,  

When all they know,   

Is a talking snowman,  

And a box with a bow.  

Maybe next year,  

they will stop and see.  

The biggest gift of Christmas,  

Is the little child from me.  

 

Author Unknown   

 

   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

FACTS ABOUT ADVENT 

   Why do we light candles at Advent? 

 Representing hope and everlasting light, candles 

have been traditional symbols of Advent for 

centuries. On the four Sundays prior to Christmas, 

most churches light an Advent candle, with each 

candle corresponding to an anecdote from the 

Bible.  

   Some Christians also light Advent candles in 

evergreen wreaths, called Advent wreaths. 

Depending on the denomination of Christianity, 

believers may light a fifth candle inside the wreath 

on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day to represent the 

birth of Christ.  Our church follows this tradition, 

and we will light the Christ candle at our Christmas 

Eve Communion/Candlelight service on December 

24 (the service is at 7:00 PM).  I hope you will be 

able to attend! 

   And on that “note,” Pam and I want to wish you 

and your family a very MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

    

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 

 

On Sunday, December 26, 2021, there will be 

only one service at 11:00 a.m. 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

December 22, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 

 

 FUMC-Christian Learning Center is 

growing! Come grow with us! We are looking for Full 

Time teachers.  If you would like to work with an 

exciting, fun group of children and a wonderful 

teaching staff in a Christian environment, then we 

have the job for you! Contact Angie Gann, Director 

via email at fumc.clc@gmail.com or call                 

931-728-8283. 

 

 

FUMC OFFICE HOURS FOR THE CHRISTMAS 

AND NEW YEAR HOLIDAY 

Wednesday, Dec 22, 2021 – Office Closes at         

12:00 p.m. 

Thursday , Dec 23, 2021 – Office Closed 

Friday, Dec 24, 2021 – Office Closed 

Monday, Dec 27, 2021 – Office Closed 

If you have any items for the Sunday Bulletin 

(12/26/21) please have them to the Church Office 

by noon on  Tuesday, Dec 21, 2021. 

Thursday, Dec 30, 2021 – Office Closed 

Friday, Dec 31, 2021 – Office Closed   

If you have any items for the Sunday Bulletin 

(01/02/22) please have them to the Church Office 

by noon on  Wednesday, Dec 29, 2021. 

 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN VOLUNTEERS 

If you would like to volunteer for Good Samaritan, 

please contact Anita Turner at 931-728-2358.  The 

Good Samaritan volunteers for January are below: 

January24, 2021:  Janelle Burt, Elaine McKelvey, 

Marie Kimble, and Jim & Debra Thorington. 

January 31, 2021:  Janelle Burt, Elaine McKelvey, 

Mike & Karla Childs, Kathy Bailey, Jim & Debra 

Thorington, and Kaye Tracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God uses money to enable us to 
give to others 
 

“Command those who are rich…to do good, 
to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share” (1 Tim. 6:17-18). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

      Its finally almost here!!!!   CHRISTMAS is upon 

us.  Are you ready? When people ask that question 

what they typically mean is do you have you have all 

your gifts purchased, wrapped and under the tree? 

They mean do you have all the lights hung, the food 

prepared, and the plans made?  However, being ready 

for Christmas should have everything to do with our 

hearts.  In a world where looks, possessions, and 

perception is everything; we are learning that the only 

thing that truly matters is that we have our hearts 

open to celebrate the glory of a savior born in a 

stable.  

   I pray that this story is renewed in your hearts and 

that for those that have not truly heard the story that 

the magic will unfold in their hearts.  I've found that 

our new Kingdom Kids may know the basics about 

Christmas but without the understanding of the 

message of Christ, it makes no sense.   

   We had 35 children at our Christmas party last 

Wednesday.  We sure missed Julie Giffin this past 

week as she has been under the weather.   But even 

sick she still prepared, wrapped, and made a huge 

celebration for our Pre-K children.  Ami Shedd 

oversaw the huge undertaking of angel tree and a 

HUGE THANK you to her for all she does!  Mrs. 

Lois, Kathy, and Julie along with Lainey and Zuri 

worked very hard to deliver all the angel tree gifts on 

Sunday! Thank you, Ladies for your dedication and 

service!   

   Looking forward to seeing you in church this week! 

In Christ,  

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 

 

Memorials  &  Honorariums 

A gift was given to the White Christmas fund in 

memory of Glen Norfleet by Carolyn Norfleet. 

 

A gift was given to UMCOR-West TN Tornado 

Relief  in memory of Deirdra Renee Duncan by 

Charles & Patty Roberts. 

 

Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of 

Martha Sutton, Jerry Ewell, Joe Brassfield, and 

Lonnie Ashburn by Ken & Marie Kimble. 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                   Dec 19 
Sunday School                            34 
8:55 Service        33 
10:55 Service                                          77                           
Facebook Live      130  
                  

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                    Dec 19 
Sunday School  49.00 
Good Samaritan  2,000.00 
Coffee Time  14.00 
Projector Fund  350.00 
UMCOR-West TN Tornado Relief 200.00 
White Christmas  200.00 
Missions  2,568.00 
Memorials to General Fund 200.00 
Angel Tree  500.00 
Poinsettias  7.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  5,887.00 
YTD Offering  455,305.00 
YTD Required  469,404.00 
(+/-) Difference  -14,099.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week  of December 19              Jim Thorington 
Week of December 26       Claus Thormaehlen 
 
Altar Guild 
December     Brenda Bryan 
January      Marie Kimble & Karla Childs 
 
Counters 
December            Richard Dix & Lois Thormaehlen 
January                 Virginia McKee & Doris Hendrix 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December     Pam Brooks 
January     Patricia Anderson  
 
Door Greeters 
December 26     Mike & Trish Anderson 
January 2     Claus & Lois Thormaehlen 
      Dennis & Brenda Bryan 
 
Coffee Time 
December 26     Mike Giffin 
January 2     Mike Giffin 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 

             

 
Wednesday Night Meals will resume  

January 12, 2022 

     

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Garry Carter  
Roy Hendrix   Mary & Don Rounds    
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother   

 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even 
though they may not be listed above. 

Please let the church office know when you would 
like your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll 

down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 

and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 

pray for you. This is available 24/7. Of course, the 

church staff is available during the day at 931-728-

4624 to talk with you when you have prayer request. 
 

 
  Dec 22–Dec 28, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Dec 22 Susan Truesdale 
Dec 27 Tammy Corona 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 

    

This week in Sunday School we talked about 

waiting.  It’s not something any of us like to do, but 

something we all have to do at some point. In 

Philippians chapter 1 Paul is waiting while in prison, but 

his attitude is not like ours can sometimes be when we 

have to wait. He was joyful even while waiting in prison 

because he knew that God was working even while he 

was waiting. God uses the waiting to prepare us for what 

is coming next, and He is surely greater than our 

circumstances, so even when we are waiting, we should 

remain joyful and lean into God during that time.  

   At Hangout Sunday we had our Christmas party, and a 

good time was had by all. We will not be meeting again 

until January 12.  

   The teddy bear tree is still up and will be until the end 

of the month, so there is still time to bring in stuffed 

animals if you would like to.  

   I would like to thank you so much for your help with 

the Angel Tree. Jessica and I are delivering the last bit of 

Angel Tree this week. I believe that this has been our 

most successful year yet for Angel Tree and I am so 

thankful for each and every one of you and for all of 

your help. 

   In talking about waiting in Sunday School this week, 

the youth said that it is hard to wait on Christmas. I pray 

that during this time we will all lean into God and wait 

joyfully! 

 

Be blessed and Merry Christmas, 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
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