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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
Christmas Eve Service.  On December 24 our 

service will start at 6:00 P.M. with Carols, Scripture, 

Communion, and Candlelight. The service will be 

live on Facebook for those who cannot attend in 

person.  

Christmas Day Service. On December 25, we will 

have one combined service to celebrate Christmas 

starting at 10:55 A.M., after Sunday school at 10:00 

A.M.  

Love Offering. Brothers and sisters, as you know 

Ricky is out for the month of December if not longer.  

He has a long faithful history of serving our church. 

If you would like to make a love offering to go to 

him beyond your general offering, please ear mark it 

“Love Offering, R. Bradford” and place it in the 

offering plate or drop it off in the front office now 

through January 8, 2023.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Susan Truesdale at (931) 581-5959.  

Again, thank you to everyone who is volunteering to 

fill the gap in his absence and ensuring our church 

facility is clean and healthy and in better condition 

than we found it.  

Wednesday Night Study.  The next and last 

Wednesday night Advent Series Study is December 

21 at 6:00 pm in classroom #125 (Upper Room). 

Please come armed and ready with the Sword of the 

Lord.     

Jesus is Coming, Prepare!  In this past Sunday’s 

reading from the Gospel of Matthew 1:18-25, verses 

22-23 stated, “Lastly Brothers and Sisters…All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 

the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 

which means, “God with Us.” (NIV) 

What happened to Joseph and to Mary was not just a 

random coincidence, Continue Page 4 … 
 

 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 

   “A decree.  A census.  A man and a woman 

arrive in Bethlehem to obey an emperor’s wish.  

Shepherds on the night shift tend their sheep.  

In the midst of these ordinary events a baby’s 

birth is announced with extraterrestrial fanfare!  

Glory is given to God in the highest; peace is 

promised on earth.  Henceforth, the world shall 

be enlightened by God’s Word made flesh.”  

(from “When We gather” by James G. Kirk) 

The story NEVER gets old, does it?  It is 

STILL the greatest story ever told!  In spite of 

the world’s disbelief and criticism, you and I 

still believe this story.  We know it’s true 

because we are friends with the Christ child!   

   Pam and I want to wish you a blessed 

Christmas time!  Celebrate it.  Cherish it. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
 
Gifts to Jesus: It is never too late to give a gift 

to Jesus by turning in your pledge or talent 

cards to the church office or through the general 

offering, or designated giving or volunteering 

or starting a new ministry or supporting an 

existing one. 
 
***************************************************** 

A Prayer: May the Lord Bless and Keep you; 

May the Lord’s Love Enfold you; And may the 

Lord’s Savior Dwell with you Always! Merry 

Christmas! 

 

In Jesus Name, Amen 
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From the Pastor’s Desk …From Page 1 

it was God working through them to unfold his plan of 

salvation. God’s plan is still at work; remember Jesus 

is coming for the second time! As God’s plan for all 

creation comes to a triumphant conclusion, God is still 

working through people like Joseph and Mary. It is no 

coincidence then that you and I are expected to play a 

willing and active part. The scripture seems to ask, is 

this too much for God to ask of you?  

 Eighty by 31 DEC 2023 // Sow seeds & pray to God 

for an abundant harvest.   
 
To God be the Glory & Merry Christmas! 

Stephen & Deborah 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

December 19, 2022 - January 3, 2023 -  FUMC-CLC 

Christmas Break 

December 23, 2022- Church Office Closed 

(Christmas Eve Holiday) 

December 24, 2022 – Christmas Eve Communion 

Service 6:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 

December 27, 2022 – Church Office Closed 

(Christmas Day Holiday) 

January 2, 2023 – Church Office Closed (New Year’s 

Day Holiday) 

January 8, 2023 – Trustee Meeting 6:00p.m. – Room 

219 

January 9, 2023 – Administrative Board Meeting – 

Fellowship Hall 7:00 p.m. 

January 11, 2023 -  Kingdom Kids /Wednesday Night 

Meals 

February 27, 2023- Church Conference for the 

purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate from the 

UMC  
 
EPIC of EDEN -  back by popular demand, a 12-

week DVD series. 

   The Bible is the story of God’s redeeming grace 

flowing from the Garden of Eden to the garden of the 

New Jerusalem.  This study of God’s rescue plan will 

renew your enthusiasm for God’s story and open your 

eyes to His plan for eternity.  Sandra Richter will 

expertly guide us through key parts of the Old 

Testament, sorting events, people, and themes into 

memorable categories. 
   Plans are to meet on Sundays, 2:30 - 3:30 in Room 

216.  Deadline for registration is Sunday, Jan. 8, so 

we can order books and begin class Jan. 

22.  Each chapter contains 5 lessons to prepare for the 

next class.  To ask questions or sign up, contact Karla 

Childs, 723-4192. 
 

God grants to the people the ability to earn 
that which is God’s already, money and wealth. 

“Wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things. In your hands 
are strength and power to exalt and give 
strength to all ” (1 Chronicles 29:12). 
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Memorials & Honorariums 

 
A gift was given to the General Fund in honor of Beverly 

Smith by C. Ryan Smith. 
 

  FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 

   Christmas is only just a few days away. May we 

remember the true meaning of Christmas as we 

celebrate with our families.   

   On that first Christmas Day, Jesus Christ, the Lord 

of Lords, King of Kings, and Savior, humbly stepped 

down from his throne and became human. He gave us 

the ultimate gift of all: His life. All we have to do is 

accept His Son Jesus as our Lord & Savior. The 

ultimate gift.  

   Our Christmas Musical was this last week. The 

students did such a great job on their performance. It 

was so good to see our sanctuary full of our church & 

preschool families. Thank you to Dana Brooks, Roger 

& Kimla Weeks, Lois Thormaehlen & Nellie 

Leonard  for all their help with the musical. We 

appreciate you all so much.   
 
Merry Christmas!  

Mrs. Angie  
FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 
 

            

I Will Support My Church with My Presence 
Attendance:                    Dec 18 
Sunday School                              53 
8:25 Service                        47 
10:55 Service                                          98                   
Facebook Live                    121
                      
I Will Support My Church with My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
    Dec 18 
Sunday School  57.00 
Missions     180.00 
Honorariums General Fund                     250.00 
Coffee Time  13.00 
White Christmas  1,300.00 
Flower Fund  7.00 
Youth  400.00 
Weekly Required  9,684.00 
Contributions  8,739.00 
YTD Offering             437,568.00 
YTD Required             493,884.00 
(+/-) Difference             -56,316.00 
 
I Will Support My Church with My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of December 18                          Mike Anderson 
Week of December 25                              Roger Weeks 
 
Altar Guild 
December                       Debra Thorington 
 
Counters 
December                     Lois Thormaehlen & Richard Dix 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December                                                           Pam Brooks 
 
Door Greeters 
December 25                            Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
      Butch & Tina Neiderhauser  
January 1                            Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
      Dennis & Brenda Bryan  
                                                      
Coffee Time 
December 25                          Freddie Fibelkorn                      
January 1                          Freddie Fibelkorn                      
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Ryan Moorehead  
Dorothy Bon   Phyllis Dix 
Bishop McAlilly                           Barbara Cagle 
Ricky Bradford   Mary Frances Brantley 
Linda Maxwell   Chris Tench     
Mary & Don Rounds 
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
 

Dec 21– Dec 27 2022 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Dec 22 Susan Truesdale 
Dec 27 Tammy Corona 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

does not appear above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 
 

 

Hang Out Event 
 
Hello, Church! 

   Thank you so much for all your support with the Angel 

Tree. We are still in need of stuffed animals for the 

residents of McArthur Manor. If you can bring them 

by church before Sunday morning, that would be 

awesome!  Hangout Sunday School will be delivering 

those Sunday morning.  

   Hangout is on a break for Christmas. When we come 

back, we will be painting on Sunday nights to try to get 

the youth house finished up! 
 
Have a Merry Christmas and be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS    

    What a great Sunday with our Kingdom Kids!  Earlier 

in the season we began talking about the symbols of 

Christmas and they wanted to know more.  That 

developed into our choice for our annual Christmas 

skit.  The kids did a wonderful job and Mrs. Julie was 

the perfect mother!  Special thanks to Mrs. Julie, Mrs. 

Kayla and Mrs. Kathy for all the work they did to have 

our children perform such a fun skit.   

   We are ready for Christmas, and I hope you are 

too!  We will have Children’s Church during the 

Christmas service so please make plans to spend your 

Christmas with us!  Until then, I will see you at Church!   
 

In Christ,  

Jessica  
kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 

 
******************************************************** 
 

Please Make Note: Our Church Conference for the 

purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate from the 

UMC is Monday, February 27, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Only 

professing members attending in person can vote. 

Everyone is invited to attend. 

 
 Volunteers Needed – Ricky Bradford, our custodian is 

out for approximately 6 weeks with surgery. While he is 

out, we need volunteers to help with the church cleaning.  

There will be a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center on 

Sunday and in the church office during the week. Thank 

you to all who already have volunteered! 

 
 

mailto:Fumc.clc@gmail.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
mailto:kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com

