
December 16, 2020                                                                 Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk      
   

   This a crazy time of the year. Trying to do a new 

normal in the midst of a changing normal. Our 

schedule is as follows:  

Dec. 18th  Preparation for food box give away 2 p.m. 

fellowship hall. 

Dec. 19th  Food box give away 8 a.m. final prep. 

Distribution starts @ 9. 

Mask required both days 

Dec. 20th we will have regular schedule. 

December 24th Christmas Eve service @ 6:00 p.m. 

CDC guidelines will be in place as usual, 

Dec. 27th  One Worship Service  @ 11:00 a.m.  

Jan 3rd Worship back to regular schedule and our 

Stewardship Emphasis month begins with 

commitment Sunday being January 24th. 

 

Office Hours during holidays: 

DECEMBER 21-23 OFFICE OPEN 9:00 A.M.-1:00 

P.M.  

OFFICE CLOSED DECEMBER 24-25 

DECEMBER 28-30 OFFICE OPEN 9:00 A.M.-1:00 

P.M. 

OFFICE CLOSED DECEMBER 31 AND 

JANUARY 1. 

  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

  

BROTHER RANDY 

 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

    

    A short time ago, Dr. Anthony Fauci 

(Director of the National Institute of Allergy 

and Infectious Diseases) said “Help is on the 

way.”  Of course, he was making reference to 

the historic distribution of the Covid-19 

vaccines.  This past weekend I saw a video of 

trucks rolling out of a facility in Michigan.  

These trucks were a part of a massive convoy 

carrying the precious cargo of the recently 

approved vaccine.  And, by the time you read 

this, the first Americans will have received the 

drug.  We are all praying for the best with 

regard to this treatment. 

   I could not help but think about how the 

coming of the Christ Child into the world all 

those years ago was our best and ONLY hope 

of salvation from sin and death, which, unlike 

the current virus, has plagued humanity from 

the beginning.  Jesus is truly our LIVING 

HOPE!  There is no vaccine available which 

can change the sinful condition of the human 

heart!  On our own, we cannot affect attitudinal 

change in people.  But the power of God CAN 

and DOES!  So, let us certainly be hopeful this 

Christmas season for the valiant efforts of many 

people who have worked tirelessly for many 

months to bring us hope through modern 

medicine.  Perhaps in the year ahead we will 

see an ease to this terrible pandemic. 

   But let us also be eternally grateful to a GOD 

who loves us so much that He came to earth to 

do for us what we could not possibly do for 

ourselves-bring us lasting hope, peace, joy, and 

love which sustains us through these tough 

times!   

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

December 16, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

The Missions Committee is requesting 

the help of our church family for support of the annual 

White Christmas food boxes. We plan to distribute 

120 boxes to families in need in our community.  

Financially you can help by contributing to this 

mission outreach project by donations throughout the 

month of December.  On your check, please write on 

memo line White Christmas food boxes.  We also need 

volunteers to help assemble these boxes at 2 pm on 

Friday, December 18 in the fellowship hall.  For drive 

by distribution, we will start at 8 am for final 

preparations on Saturday, December 19.  Please wear a 

mask on both days, and we will practice social 

distancing.  We thank you in advance for your 

generosity in helping  families in need in our 

Manchester community!  

 

The Missions Committee  

 

 
HEALTH CHECK VOLUNTEERS 

We are in need of volunteers on Sunday mornings for 

both services to assist with the HEALTH CHECKS 

at the front door ramp and the basement door.  This 

would include taking temperatures and giving out 

masks and hand sanitizer for those you need these 

items. If you are able to volunteer, please email the 

church secretary at manchesterfumc@gmail.com or 

call the church office at 728-4624 with the dates and 

services you are available. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Due to the pandemic, we removed all the hymnals from the 
Sanctuary a few weeks ago and are no longer (temporarily) 
using bulletins.  But you can still follow an order of service 
on your smart phone or tablet!  Look for the QR code 
(printed on 8.5”X11” paper) on the table in the rear of the 
sanctuary, at the welcome center and at the ramp 
entry.  Open your smart phone’s camera app and point at 
the code.  You will see a small orange icon appear on your 
screen.  Click the icon you’ll be directed to the page on our 
church website which has the weekly order of service (it will 
say “Worship Order”).  You can open the worship order and 
follow it or even download to your device if you like!  You 
can also access it by simply going to our website, 
www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over the “home” tab and 
scroll down to “Worship Order!” 

 

 

God gives us the talents, abilities, and gifts necessary 
for our tasks, and then God grants us the glorious 

privilege of serving in the kingdom. “For we are God’s 
fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9). 

mailto:manchesterfumc@gmail.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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KINGDOM KIDS 

 

   This week we head to Luke 1:26-56 and discover 

more about when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary 

to announce that she would be Jesus’ mother. This 

must have come as quite a surprise. After all, Mary 

wasn’t married yet, and she had a different plan for 

her life. Gabriel reminded her that nothing is 

impossible with God. She could have been 

overwhelmed by this startling news, but she chose to 

respond with a song of joy.  

Bottom Line: You can have joy because God has a 

plan for you.  

   As we look over the past year, most of us could say 

that our plans changed a bit. Maybe we missed a 

vacation. Maybe we had to work from home. Maybe 

we even got sick. When our plans are thrown up in 

the air, we can still find joy. Nothing takes God by 

surprise. We can trust that God has an ultimate plan 

for our lives. We pray that all kids would discover the 

joy that comes from believing in Jesus and God’s 

plan for us. 

 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

 

 
POINSETTIAS GIVEN IN MEMORY OF: 

Clifford & Mabel Allen by Kay Pratt 

Earl & Belva Pratt by Kay Pratt 

Gordon Pratt by Kay Pratt 

   

 

Memorials & Honorariums 
A Gift was given to White Christmas in memory of 

Jack Huffman by Dr. Ben & Ann Spaulding. 

 

A gift was given to Good Samaritan in memory of 

Bob Leonard by Dr. Ben & Ann Spaulding. 

 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
 
Attendance:           Dec 6                     Dec 13          
Sunday School                       30                               30 
8:25 Service                  40           25 
10:55 Service                                    38                         43                  
Facebook Live                                264                     306  
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                Total of   Dec 6    Dec 13 
Sunday School        10.00                            
Good Samaritan                                     1,600.00  
Poinsettias        56.00                        60.00   
Music                                                                             50.00     
Youth                                         360.00          10.00   
White Christmas                  1,100.00                  1,324.00 
Family Fund                            200.00                     300.00   
Angel Tree                               950.00                   2,110.00 
Missions                                  380.00                      160.00 
Required weekly                9,204.00                   9,204.00                
Budget Contribution        9,664.00                  47,883.00       
Year-to-date offering    405,302.00               453,135.00   
Offering needed  date  450,996.00              460,200.00                                  
(+/-) Difference             -45,694.00               -7,065.00                                     

 
 
 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 

Building Checker 
Week of December 20      Roger Weeks 
Week of December 27  Claus Thormaehlen 
        
Altar Guild 
For the Month of December    Brenda Bryan  
     
For the Month of January       
     
Counters 
For the Month of December             Richard Dix 
    Billie McEwen 
For the Month of January 
 
      
Greeters 
Week of Dec 20          Jonathan Shedd & Billie McEwen 
    Dowe & Holly Jones                         
                                            
Week of December 27           Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
    Dowe & Holly Jones                         
 
Kitchen Monitors  
For the Month of December    Pam Brooks 
For the Month of January     
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC 

 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Judy Starr 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Nellie Leonard      Billie Danford 
Mary & Don Rounds  Suzanne Smead   
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Jerry Freeze 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
Betsy & Hurshel Shanks 
John & Bettye Roberson   
 
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 

 
 
 

 
 

December 16 – December 22, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Dec 17 Cathy Miller 
Dec 18 Glenda Smead 
Dec 18 Janet Layne 
Dec 19 Janet Orrick 
Dec 21 Jimmie Bell 
Dec 22 Susan Truesdale 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 

 
 

 

Hang Out Event  
 

      All of our Angels have either been taken or have had 

someone make a donation for them. Almost all of the 

shopping has been completed. Head Start gifts will be 

delivered on Tuesday morning. I truly appreciate all your 

help with the Angel tree this year. 2020 has been a very 

different year for all of us, and I know that the kids we 

have helped will be so blessed by your giving. The 

Teddy Bear tree will stay up until after Christmas.  

   In Sunday School this week we worked on organizing 

and finishing up as much Angel Tree stuff as we could. I 

am so thankful for the help the youth Sunday School 

class has given me on Sunday mornings organizing 

presents and taking them to the library. I could not have 

done it without their help. 

   At Hangout Sunday night we talked about gifts and 

worship. Those aren’t usually things we think about 

together, but when the wise men found baby Jesus, that 

is exactly what happened. They worshiped him and gave 

him expensive gifts. We decided that we will do our best 

to remember the real reason for the season of Christmas 

this year even when we are busy, and things get crazy. 

   There is no Hangout this Wednesday, and our 

Christmas party will be next Sunday. 

 

 Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 Deadlines  

 Items to be put in the newsletter are due to the office 
no later than Monday at Noon; items to be put in the 
bulletin are due to the office no later than Thursday 
at noon.  Thank you! 
 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your  

curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you.  

This is available 24/7.  Of course, the church staff is  

available during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with 

you when you have prayer request. 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com
mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/

